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Foreword 

by E.T.A. Egeskov

 

Star Trek is one of those mass phenomena that manage to resist the passage of time, to involve different audiences, to unite generations, to resist even their own failures.

And the first television series of the 60s seemed to be destined for failure, the one that gave rise to everything.

Luck, stubbornness, intelligence have allowed its creator and producer, Gene Roddenberry, to make Star Trek much more than an already complex television and film universe but even a possible future experiment, or if you prefer a possible future for humanity .

The coexistence with the other alien races, many of which in fact integrate perfectly with the human one, recalls the cultural and ethnic melting pot that generated the United States of America where Star Trek was born.

And the Federation of Planets looks so much like the Federation of the United States, although probably most Star Trek fans don't even think about it.

The undersigned has a special relationship with Star Trek, because it can boast the privilege, not by merit is understood but only by age, alas, to have seen all the episodes of the original series premiered in Italy, when really that TV series it was futuristic and revolutionary, even for those like me who had seen and appreciated the whole series of Spazio 1999, the British science fiction series aired a few years before Star Trek, at least in Italy.

The advantage of the trekker series was in making the space less distant, perhaps even less fascinating (those who have seen Spazio 1999 know what I'm talking about) but at the same time more accessible, closer, legitimizing science fiction even to those who for science fiction did not try any passion or even abhorred it.

Among the many merits of these television series (films at least for me come in the background) was perhaps having opened the doors of the cosmos to those who perhaps still had their minds too closed on the small kitchen garden.

And if you manage to accept a Vulcans as a hero and a Klingon as a colleague then it becomes difficult to think of words such as racism, discrimination, apartheid.

I remember, incidentally, that when the TV series aired Nelson Mandela was still imprisoned on Robben Island, and racial segregation of apartheid still existed in South Africa!

I like to remember this revolutionary aspect of a television product which, revised today, cannot fail to make people smile (I speak of the original series of the 1960s) for its undoubted flaws.

And even the following series, including films, have not always proved to live up to expectations, but despite this, or perhaps for this reason, they have been able to catch the eye of people and enter the hearts of many people.

Because Star Trek is now a cultural heritage common to all the peoples of this Earth and if it has taught us at least to feel less distant and to be ordinary citizens of this fragile planet then it has far exceeded all expectations of its producer Roddenberry.

Thanks to the authors of this agile booklet that with anecdotes, curiosities and revelations reveal small secrets about the Star Trek saga or remind us of details that perhaps, for those who, like myself, have seen a lot of water pass under the bridges, were lost between trip at warp speed and a jump in hyperspace ... always looking for new forms of life and new civilizations to boldly go where no one has gone before!

 


That of Star Trek, enriched over time, has become one of the most detailed and complex imaginary universes of all science fiction.

It is an optimistic future (albeit after a devastating third world war) with utopian traits in which humanity has reached the stars, joining with other species to form a Federation of united planets and solving all the major problems that beset the planet Earth (hunger , overpopulation, ethnic discrimination, political divisions and wars, sources of energy and environmental balance).

It is supposed that this could have happened thanks to the social and cultural stimuli deriving from contact with extraterrestrial civilizations, more advanced not only from the technological point of view but, not infrequently, also ethically and socially.

(excerpt from the page dedicated to Star Trek on Wikipedia) 

 


Genesis ... when it all began

 

Space, the final frontier ... here are the travels of the spaceship Enterprise, during its five-year mission, directed to the exploration of new worlds, to the discovery of other forms of life and new civilizations, up to reaching there, where no man is never come before.
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