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				BLaw Vivian Stein is an assistant to Prof Dr iur Christian Schwarzenegger’s Chair of Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure and Criminology. She will complete her master’s degree with a focus on ‘International and Comparative Law’ summa cum laude at the University of Zurich in September 2024 and will then begin her doctoral studies.
 The three UN drug conventions comprehensively and almost universally regulate the dealing with illicit drugs worldwide. Although the treaties are prohibitive, more and more member states seek to liberalise their national drug policies and implement depenalisation, decriminalisation or even legalisation schemes.
 The article explores member states’ possibilities and limitations under the current treaty framework by giving an overview of their obligations, contractual exceptions and means under general public international law.
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