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Preface


The German composer, Johann Friedrich Reichardt’s life began promisingly enough: his father Johann Snr. was one of the last of the generation of brilliant lutenists and under his supervision, Johann Jnr. cultivated an enviable ability for the lute and the violin being regarded as something of a prodigy on both instruments. The disciplined aspects of his musical education proved problematic however, and all through his youth he struggled to achieve anything more than a meagre formal education. So it is with some sense of relief that Reichardt left his schooling behind and began his touring career with an adjunct as a professional travel writer.


Profitable in the sense that his writings carried the influence of his musical explorations these were something of a mixed blessing for him personally. The writings opened doors of opportunity for work in local government and bolstered by surfeit of self confidence, Reichardt applied and was accepted for a post of Kapellmeister at the court of Frederick the Great. The appointment came at a cost however, and for all his vision Reichardt was rewarded by the same dearth of duties that had been presented to his aged predecessor, Agricola. Real advancement came with the death of Frederick the Great in 1786 and the succession to the throne of Friedrich Wilhelm II who gave the composer greater creative freedom. But in 1791 Reichardt fell ill and took an extended leave from his duties. This allowed him the freedom to travel again and with the benefit of hindsight, he made a fateful decision to tour post revolutionary France. The fruits of which, were travel notes sympathetic to the revolution in the book ‘Vertraute Briefe über Frankreich’ (1792) published under the psudonym J. Frei. Once this information reached the ears of the king, his career was as a court musician and Kapellmeister was finished.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
U

Bisel Classics

Johann
Friedrich
REICHARDT

GRANDE
SONATE

www.bisel-classics.com





