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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“God save our gracious King!

	Long live our noble King!

	God save the King!”

	Queen Elizabeth II (1926-2022)

	 


For seventy years, the British National Anthem has been sung to Queen Elizabeth II as God save our Queen. 

	Just a short while ago, on 8 September 2022, the words changed as Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II died at the grand age of 96, and the throne passed to her eldest son, Charles, now King Charles III. It's unlikely that another Queen will ascend to the throne for generations to come as Prince William will succeed Charles, and Prince George will follow him.

	The second Elizabethan Age has passed with Queen Elizabeth, but it will go down in the annals of history as an era of greatness. The Queen was a much loved and respected monarch for almost her whole life. There were a few periods of difficulty—one particular year the Queen herself called an "annus horribilis"—but by and large, the age of Queen Elizabeth II will go down as one of the happy memories.

	Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain was the monarch with the longest reign in British history, celebrating 70 years (Platinum Jubilee) on the throne in June 2022.

	She became queen on February 6, 1952, at the tender age of 25, but in preparation for her future, her father had ensured that she was well versed in her public duties by the time he died. She was colonel-in-chief of the Grenadier guards and inspected the troops as early as 1942.

	In 1945, Princess Elizabeth became a member of the Auxiliary Territorial Service and became an experienced driver and mechanic. It was a good experience for her to be part of the non-Royal world, even for a brief period.

	Elizabeth married Philip Mountbatten, a distant cousin, on 20 November 1947. Despite her father's reservations, it was a love match, although not without its conflicts. Philip died on 9 April 2021, aged 99.

	Queen Elizabeth had four children. Charles was born in 1948, followed by his sister Anne in 1950. Then there was a long gap before Andrew and Edward who arrived in 1960 and 1964.

	Charles was named her successor when he received the title Prince of Wales. In 1981 Charles married Lady Diana Spencer, who gave him two sons, William and Harry. The wedding reached fairy tale proportions, and the people loved Princess Diana. Still, the marriage was a troubled one which was a serious concern to Queen Elizabeth II, who hated, above all things, dirty linen being washed in public. 

	In addition to Charles' children, Prince William and Prince Harry, the Queen had six other grandchildren.  Peter Phillips, Zara Tindall, Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie of York, James, Viscount Severn, and Lady Louise Windsor. 

	Elizabeth was also a doting great-grandmother to 12 children. These are the children of William and Kate (nee Middleton), George, Charlotte, and Louis. There are also the children of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, Archie and Lilibet. The other great-grandchildren are Savannah and Isla Phillips, Mia, Lena and Lucas Tindall, August Brooksbank, and Sienna Mozzi.

	Queen Elizabeth II was a strict mother, particularly concerning protocol. Still, she was a supportive and devoted grandmother, particularly to William and Harry, after their mother died and their father was involved with Camilla Parker Bowles, with whom they had a strained relationship.
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