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  Preface




   




  There is an evil influence that is behind all unrighteousness. This wickedness lies in Lucifer, who, while in heaven, sin was found in him. We see wickedness and violence on the increase throughout the world. There is a spiritual war between darkness and light. Where did this wickedness originate? When did it begin? What can we do to fight against it? Who will be victorious? It is a spiritual war for control of men’s souls, world domination, and the determination of who is God.




  During any war, it is of utmost importance that we know our enemy, who he is, his strengths, weakness, what he wants and especially how to defeat that enemy. Each of these can be found in the word of God.




  Lucifer hates everything that is good and right, including the Lord God who is perfect in love, mercy, grace, peace, righteousness and everything that is good. He opposes God’s word and His living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. He has tried to usurp his will over God’s in heaven, deceiving a third of the angels, and in the earth, by deceiving Eve.




  Who is this Lucifer, what does he want, what does he use to gain his objectives, and what will be the end result?




  




   




   




  




  
Chapter 1
Angels, a general overview





  God in his infinite wisdom created man in His image, Gen 1:6. Man is a unique creation unlike any other living creature being made in the image of God, and being made a little lower than angels, who are the first created beings. Hebrews 2:7 “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedest him with glory and honour, and dist set him over the works of thy hands…” From the scriptures it appears that the descending order of living creatures are angels, man, and animals.




  Among the angels, Lucifer was perhaps the most prominent, both in appearance and position. Although there is no scriptural support, it may be that he was created first, representing all angels, similar to Adam, the first man representing all mankind, or perhaps they were created at the same time. Again, we are not provided by scripture that indicates the number or the order of their creation. Both, Adam and the angels were created with free will, along with other characteristics. The exception is when Lucifer sinned, he had to deceive other angels to follow him, and in Adam, when he sinned, all people inherited his fallen nature. Lucifer’s nature permanently changed as well, where he acts according to that nature in opposition to God. Lucifer possesses an enormous amount of scriptural knowledge, and of his final judgment, but Lucifer will never change, his nature will not allow it. After spending a thousand years restrained in the bottomless pit, he will be loosed for a little season, yet his nature will remain the same. As he went into the pit so will he be when loosed.




  Angels are created beings designed to live in the spiritual realm. When God created angels, with His infinite wisdom, it appears that a particular number was created. Like Adam, the author believes, that they were created in a full state of being. That is, having knowledge, an awareness of who they are, with the ability to interact with God their creator, while also having a free will, along with the responsibility that this entails. As a result, they carried out their particular purpose, while fully realizing they were accountable to God their Creator.




  Hebrews 12:22 states “ But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,…” The emphasis here for our study is the phrase an ”innumerable company of angels”. To us this would seem to indicate a number of angels, so vast to be beyond our comprehension, except to God, our omnipotent Creator. The author believes there are a specific number of created angels known only to God. Evidence for this belief can be found in two biblical places both are used in connection with the throne of God. The first is found in Daniel 7:10 “And a fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.” And in Revelation 5:11 “And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousands, and thousands of thousands;” This number will never increase or decreases because angels do not produce angel offspring. According to Mark 12:25 Jesus was speaking to the Sadducees regarding the resurrection and said, “For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as angels which are in heaven. “ This statement indicates that angels do not need this type of relationship in which offspring is normally produced. This is Biblical proof that the number of angels was a fixed number. A further assertion could be made that one day the number of men will be a fixed number. This fixed number of men will be occurring when death will be done away with.




  When Jesus Christ puts all of his enemies under his feet, I Corinthians 15:26 “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” When this event occurs according to Revelation 20:12-15 “ And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them; and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were east into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was rest into the lake of fire.” Death will no longer exist. The number of men will not change after this, it will be a fixed number known only to God, just as the number of angels is a fixed number.




  Angels are not eternal, only God is. Isaiah 57:15 “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy;” Eternity is the ever present. No past, no present, no future, it is without any effect from time. Past, present and future rely on time to be. God doesn’t depend on time to be, He is eternal. He is the” I Am”.




  Biblically speaking, there is no indication that angels experience physical death like we do, yet they live in a time realm without the appearance of aging or illness. Their strength, physical size remains the same. The only change that can be found of angels is their will. When Lucifer deceived a third of the angels, they willfully changed to whom they would follow. Consequently, in the sense of being separated from God due to their sin, they will be dead to God, not having the fellowship and access to their creator as they enjoyed prior to their fall. These angels will forever be apart from the Lord God due to their sin. They have no one to intercede on their behalf, as we have Jesus as our mediator.




  Psalms 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth or even thou hadest formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” Before God created the heavens and the earth He created time. From Job 38: God asked Job several questions, one in particular regarding the foundations of the earth verse 4 and in verse 7 reference is being made that the morning stars sang together at creation: indicating that the angels were already in existence. Job 38:7 “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” This verse alludes to two specific groups of angels, the morning stars, of which Lucifer was perhaps one, remember that the name Lucifer also can mean the “shining one”, and the sons of God, perhaps referencing all other angels. God is a God of diversity, including angels having different duties, powers, and positions.




  What a wonderful spectacle to behold, the angels witnessing God’s creative power. The sheer enormity and complexity of that event was awe inspiring. Evoking praise to the Lord God Almighty. No wonder they shouted for joy. An awesome display of power, wisdom and understanding. So how long were the angels in the presence of God, prior to the creation of the world? That period of time is unknown, except to God. However, it appears that time will end at the great white throne of judgment, when all things will be accomplished for the purpose of God.




  Little to nothing is said regarding the day to day activity of angels, their interaction with one another or in what manner Lucifer executed sufficient influence over these angels in order for him to deceive the third part of angels. Neither is given the time required to perpetuate such a great deception.




  It seems reasonable to think God, who created the angels as individuals, who possess self will, and are responsible and accountable for their actions. However, He did not, so to speak, constantly look over their shoulder, directing them in their every action. God gave them the freedom to perform their respective positions and responsibilities. Just as Adam in the Garden of Eden was given full responsibility, self- will and responsibility to execute his gifts, God did not interfere with Adam during his day to day activity. If He did, then where is responsibility? However, remember that God knows all things and nothing are hid from Him. He is the all knowing and all seeing God. He gives men and angels the freedom to be who He created them to be. For example, in Genesis 3:8 God came to Adam during the cool part which suggests that after Adam had completed his daily work in the garden, then God desired fellowship with Adam.




  Similarly, parents provide food, clothing, protection, and shelter for their children. However, they also establish rules, some of which the children may not understand, morals and so on. Yet, parents allow children to be children, play and make friends and even make mistakes, yet the faithful parent is always watching and safeguarding the ones they love.




  Another aspect of angels is that they were all created as individuals, differently, each one unique. Angels have individual positions, responsibilities and abilities. The bible gives us some examples:




  Names of angels – Gabriel –( Strong’s #1403 strong man of God) Found in Daniel 8:16, 9:21 notice in this verse; Gabriel flew swiftly to Daniel and later in Daniel 10:11-13 this appears to be Gabriel who was sent by God to make Daniel understand the vision. In Luke 1:19 “And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel who, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew these glad tidings” Luke 1:26 “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, names Nazareth.” Here we find an angel named Gabriel, who stood in the presence of God, and one of his duties was to communicate to man the message from God.




  Angels are limited in location; only God is omnipresent. The angel Gabriel had power of flight to go from God’s presence to the earth. Ezekiel 1:14 describes the speed at which angels i.e. Gabriel or the living creatures can travel. 14 “And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.”




  In another example, is the angel named Michael, Strong’s #4317 (who is like God). Is mentioned in Daniel 10:13 “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia”




  This Michael, unlike the previous Michael mentioned in earlier scriptures is an angel. When Gabriel was sent to Daniel the prince of Persia (perhaps even Satan or another strong angel) had hindered Gabriel for twenty one days. This indicates that angels can communicate with one another and that their strength (although greater than ours) is limited and requires the help of other angels. From verse 13 and verse 21 of chapter 10 and in Chapter 12:1 that Michael represents or is the guardian angel of the Jewish people. Chapter 12:1 “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people…”




  In Jude verse 9 Michael is referred as the archangel representing Moses a member of the Jewish race. Revelation 12:7 declares that Michael fought with Satan with an army of angels. Revelation 12:7, 8 “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.”




  Just from Gabriel and Michael we can infer several things;




  

    	
they differ from one another; and each one is unique





    	they have the ability to do God’s work in a swift manner of travel




    	their strengths are different




    	their duties differ




    	
they can communicate with one another and men





    	they have access to God




    	they have the ability to fight




    	
they have individual names





    	
they translate the Lord’s Word to men



  




  Another names angel is Lucifer, Strong’s #1966, (shining one), and is mentioned only once as Lucifer in Isaiah 14:12 “How are thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!”




  The other names associated with Lucifer will be addressed later.




  Finally, the other name, which could be considered as an individual or group of angels is Legion. Strong’s #3003. (Technically an army of 6,000 to 60,000 support troops – a proper name of a collective of demons). This reference is found in Mathew 5:9, Mathew 5:15 and Luke 8:30




  One interesting thing, from our perspective, is that we normally cannot see angels, unless they present themselves in human form or revealed through visions, dreams and unless our eyes are opened to see spirits. Yet, it appears that angels can see us and are in our very presence on a daily basis some of which are our ministering spirits. Hebrews 1: 14 “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”




  In 11 Kings chapter 6, the king of the Syrians would have attacked Israel and each time the man of God, Elisha, would warn the king of Israel and thwart that attempt on several occasions 6;10. The king of Syria wanted to know who betrayed him from his ranks, but it was not one of his, but Elisha the man of God. Therefore the king sent a great host against Elisha and surrounded the city where Elisha was. The servant of Elisha was discomforted and said to Elisha “Alas, my master how shall we do?” verse 17 “And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw, and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire, round about Elisha”. So the servant of Elisha saw a heavenly host there to protect Elisha. Elisha already knew and could see this heavenly host. If we could see spirituality, we also could see angels. It is our own sinful self and doubt that blurs our eyes to spiritual things.




  During a dream Jacob saw angels of God ascending and descending on a ladder that reached to heaven, Genesis 28:12. Balaam also had his eyes opened and saw the angel of the Lord. Numbers 22:31 “the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way…” Even today we can see angels represented as men when we entertain strangers, Hebrews 13:2 “ Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels.”




  Another amazing aspect of angels is that they can take on the form of men. Genesis 18 tells us of Abraham entertaining three men, one of whom is the preincarnate Christ, the others are angels in the form of men. In Genesis 19 there came two angels, perhaps the same two with Jesus and Abraham, evidently in the form of men, for Lot and the men of Sodom viewed them as such. It was the purpose of these angels to remove Lot, his wife and their daughters from Sodom prior to the destruction of that city. This securing of Lot and his family gives credence to the term guardian angels, another work of particular angels. Reference to this can be found in Hebrews 1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation?” Again, a particular work of angels are ministering spirits, (taking care of) God’s children.




  Notice also that these two angels had power to smite the men of Sodom with blindness. Genesis 19:11 “And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.” Therefore angels can perform miracles, whether by their ability, or by the direction and power of God, or by their scientific knowledge.




  The majority of times that angels are seen by men are in visions and dreams. Jacob saw angels in a dream in Genesis 28:11-12 ascending and descending on a ladder that was set up on the earth and reached to heaven. Daniel saw and spoke with Gabriel (an angel) while in a deep sleep, Daniel 8:18-26 this was his vision which he saw.




  John in Revelation 4 also saw seraphims around the throne of God; verse 6”…and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within; and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power; for thou hast created all things, and for they pleasure they are and were created.”




  In terms of our study, these angelic beings, seraphim, have six wings each similar to Isaiah’s vision found in Isaiah 6:2,3, having eyes in the wings, their purpose is the worship of the Lord God Almighty in praising Him. They stand ready to go and do God’s commands. Never resting, not requiring rest as we do. This appears that angels do not require sleep, or rest, as we require it.




  Through great faith, Elisha knew that the Syrian army was of no concern. Just as the Syrian king sent a great host, it's reasonable that the horses and chariots contained a great angelic host, ready to defend Elisha. Just one of these would be sufficient to defend Elisha, but God sent a great host, perhaps to let Elisha and his servant know that God has the resources sufficient to meet some great army that the world can muster.




  Consider the strength of one angel sent by the Lord against the Assyrian king Sennacherib, who killed 185,000 soldiers in one night. II Kings 19:35 “And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.”




  Although only three angels are mentioned in the bible by name it is reasonable enough to assume that all angels have individual names. Surely if God can give all the stars of heaven a name which is a vast, incomprehensible number it is reasonable that all angels have names. Psalms 147:4 “He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.” Each star is individual and no two are identical. Each angel is different, no two being identical. Each person is different and no two are exactly identical. So no matter how many stars, angels or men God knows their names. What wonderful knowledge is with the Great” I am”. This coincides with responsibility for those who are given intellect, will and responsibility. Each individual will be solely responsible for their individual works. God is a God of wonder and diversity.




  Angels have already been judged, in the sense that the third part which followed Lucifer were cast out of heaven, unable to reenter the fellowship that they once enjoyed with the Lord God. Some have been already cast into hell. II Peter 2:4 “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgement”. Their final judgement will be sometime in the future, perhaps at the great white judgement seat of Christ.




  A distinction between angels and man is that Adam is the head of all mankind, for from him all people came to be and is referred to as our federal head. Lucifer is not the federal head of angels, since angels do not procreate offspring. So when Adam sinned and lost that heavenly nature, that nature was passed upon all his descendants. By God’s grace, He provided a substitute, Jesus Christ, Hebrews 2:16 “For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.” And through Jesus, we can have a new nature, a heavenly nature, II Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust”. Angels do not have this hope. The fallen angels willingly followed Lucifer, it was not automatic.




  Another group of angels called seraphims were seen by Isaiah 6:2, 3 “Above it stood the seraphims each one had six wings, with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3 and one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” How many seraphims were there we are not told, situated around the very throne of God. By declaring Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts was not their particular vocation, but is a result of being in the very presence of the Holy Lord God Almighty and seeing His majesty and glory of who He is. While standing near the throne, they covered their face with two wings to reverence God in that they were not worthy to look upon God. With two wings they cover their feet, perhaps indicating again their unworthiness of standing near the Living God. These seraphims in their humility are ready to do and go wherever their Lord, so directs as the other two wings represent.




  The most detailed view of cherubim angels (Living creatures) that carry the throne is found in Ezekiel 1: where Ezekiel sees four living creatures, and it appears from verse 26 that these four living creatures carried the very throne of God, in great majesty and glory to Him that sits upon the throne.




  According to Ezekiel chapter 28 Lucifer was or is a cherub, directly in the presence of the Lord God. Ezekiel 28:14 “thou art the anointed cherub that covereth and I have set thee so…”.




  In Genesis 3:24 after the Lord God sent Adam from the garden of Eden he placed cherubim’s to prevent Adam from having access to the tree of life. “So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the Garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.” Access to God, the pre-incarnate Christ, that Adam once enjoyed, was now no longer available to him. Yet, this also shows that access to God the Creator is only through Jesus Christ.




  How many cherubs were there we are not told, but it appears there was more than just one. This guarding of the access to the tree of life, which is God, suggests that one of their responsibilities involves the access to God.




  Cheribums are in the Holy of Holies, in the tabernacle, the temple and directly over the mercy seat that rests upon the ark. Psalms 99:1 “The Lord reigneth, let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cheribums; let the earth be moved.” And similar verses attest to this; I Samuel 4:4, II Kings 19:15 and Psalms 80:1.




  The Lord God sits upon his throne surrounded by the cherubs. Here, his throne, is where we find mercy through Jesus Christ. In Exodus chapter 25 we find the design of the ark, the mercy seat and the two cherubs that cover the mercy seat. Exodus 25:20 “ And the cherubs shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another, toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cheribums be.”




  In heaven, at the throne of God, Lucifer had this position of prominence. He was that covering cherub. How great a fall from the throne of God, to the depths of hell has Lucifer fallen.




  Ezekiel chapters one and ten provides greater detail of these cherubs, their appearance and their duty to carry the throne of the living Lord God creator of everything.




  Without going into greater examination of the Seraphims and Cherubims sufficient for the study is that these creatures differ in service, position, and inability.




  The book of Revelation has over 75 references to angels, the most in a singular book of the bible. Let’s take a brief view of the powers and duties.




  Chapter 1:1 An angel (messenger) was sent from Jesus Christ to John.




  Chapter 2 and 3 The angels appear to be the guardian angel over the seven churches, which could be removed by the Lord.




  Chapter 4 The seraphims surround the throne of God.




  Chapter 5 A strong angel in verse 2 proclaims with a loud voice asking a question; who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? In verse 11 we hear the voice of many angels round about the throne. In Daniel’s vision of the throne, he witnessed Chapter 7:10 “… thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;…” Revelation 5:11 states “And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;”




  Chapter 7 In verse 1 there are four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor the sea, nor on any tree. Chapter 7:2 another angel ascends from the east, having the seal of God, instructing the four angels to wait until the servants of God were sealed.




  Chapter 8 verse 2 We find seven angels with a trumpet each. Verse 3 Another angel stands at the altar, offering up the prayers of the saints upon the altar which was before God. Verse 7 The first angel sounded the trumpet and hail and fire mingled with blood was cast upon the earth. Verse 8 The second angel sound the trumpet and a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea and the third part of the sea became blood causing death and destruction. Verse 10 The third angel sounded and a great star falls from heaven, burning and caused the third part of rivers and fountains of waters to become bitter. Verse 12 The fourth angel smites a third part of the sun, moon and stars, and caused a third part of them to be darkened. Verse 13 Another angel appears, apparently not of the seven proclaims three more woes upon the earth.




  Chapter 9 verse 1 The fifth angel causes another star to fall from heaven, and having the key to the bottomless pit. Verse 13, 14, 15 the sixth angel loosed four additional angels which are bound in the Euphrates river.




  Chapter 10 verse 1 Another angel stands upon the land and sea and declares that time should be no longer.




  Chapter 11 verse 15 The seventh angel sounded resulting in great praise and worship to Jesus Christ.




  Chapter 12 verse 3 A great red dragon (Satan) an angel. Verse 7 Michael and his angels fought against the dragon in heaven. Verse 9 The Devil, Satan (an angel)




  Chapter 14 verse 6 Another angel flies in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell upon the earth. Verse 8 An angel declares the fall of Babylon. Verse 9, 10 the third angel warns the people of the earth that if they worship the beast they will partake in his torment. Verse 15 An angel here is seen coming from the temple, declaring that the harvest is ready to reap. Verse 17 This angel has a sharp sickle. Verse 18 This angel has power over fire.




  Chapter 15 verse 1 Seven angels with the seven last plagues.




  Chapter 16 verse 2 The first angel pours out his vile and the result was a noisome and grievous sore upon men. Verse 3 The second angel has power to turn the sea into blood. Verse 4 The third angel has power to turn rivers and fountains of water to blood. Verse 8 The fourth pours out his vial and his power over the sun to scorch men with fire. Verse 10 The fifth angel has power to turn the kingdom of the beast to be full of darkness. Verse 12 The sixth angel has power to dry up the Euphrates river. Verse 13.14 Three unclean spirits (angels) having power to work miracles. Verse 17 The seventh angel has power over the air.




  Chapter 17 The angel mentioned here is one of the seven angels with the vials.




  Chapter 18 verse 1 Another angel having great power, and the earth was lighted with his glory. Verse 21 An angel casts a great stone like a millstone into the sea.




  Chapter 19 verse 17 An angel stands in the sun and calls to the fowls to gather unto the great supper of the great God.




  Chapter 20 verse 1, 2 An angel descends from heaven with a great chain to bound the Devil and Satan.




  Chapter 21 verse 9 This angel is one of the seven angels with the vials. Verse 12 Twelve angels having the twelve names of the tribes of Israel.




  Chapter 22 verse 8 This angel is the angel sent by Jesus Christ in Chapter 1:1.




  Isn’t it interesting that Revelation (relative to angels) begins the revelation to John by an angel and ends the revelation, with Jesus stating, Revelation 22:16 “ I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches…”




        This review of angels, their beginning, positions, features, powers, is not to be considered and exhaustive examination, but with a study of Lucifer it is important to grasp some information regarding angels in general.




  From our study of angels there are numerous items which can be deduced.




  

    	created by God




    	all are different, individual




    	they have names




    	vary in appearance




    	differing positions




    	they have verbal communication with God, other angels and men




    	there is order in the angel’s realm




    	they have the ability of flight (fast as lightning)




    	given power over air, water, sun, moon, fire, rain, hail, even asteroids, inflict pain, over the power of the air




    	they worship at the very throne of God




    	some are messengers




    	another group are ministering spirits




    	they can take on the physical appearance of men




    	they can seal God’s servants




    	some have power over other angels




    	they can be bound, restricted




    	they will be used in the harvest of men




    	
sent as messages from God to men





    	they are limited in number, although there are multitudes




    	they have a free will




    	they will be judged




    	they have rank (Michael the archangel)




    	can be in an army




    	they do not reproduce




    	great intellect




    	can inhabit man, possession




    	appear in the male gender




    	do not age




    	accountable to God




    	under the command of God their creator


  




  One last general reference to angels is found in Zechariah where we find two women with wings. We generally associate angels with wings, and in the male gender. But here they are said to be women.




  Zechariah 5:9 “Then lifted I up mine eyes, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.”




  While Zechariah was speaking to an angel in reference to the ephah he sees a woman with wings like a stork, an unclean bird. The angel says in verse 8 “…This is wickedness.” If these two women are angels, but we are not told specifically, they would be wicked angels. In all other references in the Bible angels are seen as men. Satan, the great deceiver may very well represent these as women to undermine the work of God. They carry the ephah to Shinar a place of wickedness.




  From what can be seen in the scripture there is no indication that an angel can die, as we die, in our physical bodies. Yet they, the fallen angels, will be judged according to their works. I Corinthians 6:3 “Know ye not that we shall judge angels.”




  Some angels have already been judged by God. II Peter 2:4 “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgement;…"




  What make us different than angels?




  Man                        Angels




  Adam is our federal head            Lucifer had to deceive angels




  We live in a material world.       Made to live in the heavens.




  Made after the image of God.       Created by God. (each unique)




  We can reproduce.                   Angels cannot reproduce.




  Only one man was created.       Created all angels at one time.




  We cannot live in the spiritual world      Can go into the material world




   




  Consider Genesis 6:1-4 “And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born with them; 2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair: and they took them wives of all which they chose. 3 And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh; yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. 4 And there were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.”




  There are two main opinions regarding this account of which one these sons of God. The first is that these were the descendants or sons of Seth, the godly line of men. The women, the descendants or daughter of Cain. Genesis chapter 4 Their offspring which became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. There is no reference to the distinction of physical size or other outstanding features of the descendants of Seth that would produce “men of renown” which were “of old”: Perhaps the only distinction is found in Genesis 4:26 “And to Seth, to him also there was born a son, and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the Lord.”




  The other view is that the “sons of God” are angels, using the account of the “sons of God” found in Job 1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” And in Job 2:1 “Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord.” And again in Job 38:7 in reference to creation of the foundation of the earth, “When the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”




  Now God is a God of order, His creations, angels, and men were suited for a particular purpose. When angels and men depart from the natural order which God created they produce wickedness. Consider Romans 1:20-32, here man who was created in the image of God through their vile affections, changed the truth of God into a lie, worshiped and served the creature more that the creator, they left the natural use of women into that which is against nature, were burned in their lust men with men. Verse 29 “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful; 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”




  These verses apply to man, but reexamine the wickedness relative to angels and there are strong similarities to the wickedness of fallen angels.




  Perhaps the actual fallen angels in Genesis 6 were the ones who committed fornication with the daughters of men? What was God’s response? Genesis 6:5 “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thought of his head was only evil continually.”




  This commingling of angels and daughters of men resulted in these angels being cast into hell. II Peter 2:4 “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment:” We know that not all angels were cast into hell, for the Bible clearly identifies that fallen wicked angels existed during the life of Jesus Christ and are still in the world today. Satan was not among this group or else he too would have been cast into hell. And we know from the bible that his final judgment will be the lake of fire. Revelation 20:10 “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”




  The bible clearly indicates that angels can appear, and posses men. Again their appearing as men may not preclude them, even though they are angels, from interacting with the daughters of men to produce “men of old, men of renown.”




  Again, this brief look at angels is intended to provide us with some basic knowledge regarding their existence. And to provide a foundation on which we will look at Satan.




  Another item regarding angels is considered, and that of their age. Perhaps taking some liberty here it would appear that when God created angels, they were created in total; that is, in being full size, complete to carry out their particular responsibility. With knowledge, understanding, free will, suited to their particular function as angels. Nowhere in scripture can be found any ages, as we think of age, of the angels. No old or young angels. No indication of growth into full capacity.




  In comparison to man (Adam) when he was created, he was full size, had intellect, free will, responsibilities, and power to accomplish for what he was intended to be. Adam had apparent age. If we could have seen him the moment after God breathed life into his nostrils as we would assume, based upon our own life development, that he would appear a certain age. (i.e. 20, 30 or so years of age) And if we were to see angels, they would also appear to have an age. When God created animals, sea creatures, trees, grass, and so on that they too exhibited full capacities for their particular purpose. And after that initial creation, man, sea creatures, fowl and all animals began to produce offspring that did require growth, physically and mentally.




  Psalms 48:1




  “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness”




  




  
Chapter 2
Lucifer, his name





  Ezekiel 28




  This chapter begins with the word of the Lord which came to Ezekiel. This word is sure for it comes from the Lord who knows all things, past, present and what will be, for His purpose is fixed in heaven, it is addressed, to the prince of Tyrus, which goes beyond the human king of Tyrus, and is addressed to that evil, cruel influence which is Lucifer for the description goes far beyond a human king and can only be applied to the real source of wickedness.




  He is described as having wisdom greater than that of Daniel, and through that evil wisdom and understanding has gained riches, which he uses to deceive the world then and now. He declares that he is god by his merchandise and in his heart, he is God.




  Because of his haughtiness, God will bring him down to the pit. He is a narcissist’s narcissist. Due to his outward beauty, wisdom, adornment with precious gems, his privilege to be in the garden of Eden, his music, his choice position to be in the very presence of God at His throne, and his privilege to live and move in heaven, Lucifer will be cast out of heaven due to his own sin, which he by his free will committed. He has defiled what the Lord God had given him and is solely responsible for his actions.




  Although Lucifer desires that his wills to be greater than God’s will (as found in Isaiah chapter 14), God has six of His I will’s that will come to pass found in Ezekiel chapter 28; I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God; I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire; I will cast thee to the ground; I will lay thee before kings; will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee; I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.




  The end of the chapter is the restoration of Israel who, though Lucifer has persecuted, will be glorified as God’s people where their oppressors are judged, for then shall all the world will know that the Lord God is Israel’s God.




   




  Lucifer: The Shining One or Day Star




  Our study of Lucifer continues here in chapter 28, although his name is not mentioned, it is oblivious that Lucifer is the one being addressed. The city of Tyrus was a “great city” where the nations brought merchandise to be sold or traded. It was located in an area where ships from islands could trade due to their access to the sea. Nations that did not have ships, could also trade here, being located along major land trade routes. Ezekiel 27:33 “When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many people; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise.”




  Because of their self exaltation and hatred against God’s people, the Lord God would bring great destruction upon Tyus. Ezekiel 26:3 “therefore thus saith the Lord God; behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up.”




  The first great king to come against Tyrus was Nebuchadnezzar, who besieged the city for several years, and then later Alexander the Great completed the destruction using the very building materials of the entire city to build a causeway to their island of refuge. Thus fulfilling God’s judgement, Ezekiel 26:14 “And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be placed to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have spoken it, saith the Lord God.” To this day the exact location of Tyrus is unknown, again fulfilling God’s purpose “Ezekiel 26: 21 I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though thou shalt be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord God.”




  Behind Babylon and Tyrus there is an evil force that influenced the kings of these cities, to use people and material things for self exaltation, to make merchandise of them. Both Babylon and Tyrus were against God and his people. This evil influence, I believe, is Satan, who opposes God and all that is His.




  Here in chapter 28 the king of Tyrus vs. 2 claims to be god. He is wiser than Daniel, and through his understanding has gained gold and silver, to be used to build his kingdom. One of Lucifer’s “I wills” is to be like the most High. He uses the wealth of the world for his own purpose to exalt himself, and to diminish God and His people. The merchandise of Lucifer is still used today, to deceive men, to make material things their top priority, to make self more important than God, who is the giver of every good and perfect gift.




  Again, this prophecy, along with the prophecy against Babylon goes beyond a human king, and extends to the one who is ultimately behind them, Lucifer.




  In verse 11 thru 19 provides us a detailed description of Lucifer, a description that cannot apply to men, but Lucifer. Who is this Lucifer?




  Our study of Lucifer begins in Isaiah chapter 14 where the name Lucifer is used only once in scripture. Lucifer is now known as Satan, the Devil and Beelzebub etc. the name change occurred after sin was found in him, his nature changed from a heavenly nature to a nature of corruption.




  Lucifer, according to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #1966 from the base meaning “shining one”, this refers to an object in the night sky, often translated “morning star” and possibly referring to the planet Venus; used as a title of the king of Babylon (Isaiah 14:12). The Latin “Lucifer” also means “shining one”, and has become a title of Satan due to a traditional equation of the king of Babylon with the devil.




  According to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #1984 also used with compound proper names, to be arrogant, to praise, give thanks; cheer, extol, to make a fool of, to mock, rail against; to be praised, be worthy of praise, be of renown, to make one’s boast in (the name of God); to act like a madman; act furiously; to flash, radiate, shine; “Hallelujah” is a compound of the second person plural imperative and the personal name of God. Hallelujah, praise yeah () praise, praised, glory, boast, mad, praising, boasteth, commended, foolish, maketh mad, rage, shined, boasteth, celebrate, deal foolishly, feigned mad, fools given to marriage, give, gloriest, glorieth, make boast, maketh fools, praise, praiseth, renowned, shine.




  Lucifer was the name given by God. He had a very high office among the angels, if not the very highest, as a cherub serving at the very throne of the Lord God Almighty.




  In verse 4 a proverb is stated against the king of Babylon. Who is this king being referred to? My first response is Nebuchadnezzar as spoken of in Daniel, since he was the greatest king of Babylon the city. In Daniel chapter 2, Daniel interprets Nebuchadezzar’s dream, verse 37 “thou O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, an strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold”. Yet, Nebuchadnezzar is not mentioned here in chapter 14, but Lucifer. According to Wikipedia there have been approximately 154 kings over Babylon and Babylonia. And in consideration that events will take place in “the day of the Lord”, it is reasonable that this king of Babylon outlived all other kings, and the only one who does is Lucifer.




  Babylon represents a great city, an organization of people controlled by a leader, whether a mayor or a king. Babylon represents an ideology or a religion which is the center of self worship. That self worship was certainly found in Nebuchadnezzar and in Lucifer. Babylon, the city lies in ruin today, yet that ideology or religion still exists today, in Revelation chapter 12 through chapter 18 we find Satan and Babylon being defeated, cast down and destroyed once for all. I find it curious that Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, a great king, a wicked king, a king used by Satan, appears to have been saved by the true King, Jesus Christ. This I believe is that where sin abounded, grace did more abound, even those used by Satan can be saved, by God’s grace. Daniel 4:34-37 “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honored him that liveth for ever, whose dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can say unto him, What doest thou? 36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honor and brightness returned unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.”




  Lucifer is the originator of this self worship, this false ideology. Lucifer believes that he will be god, that he is worthy of worship and deserves the highest position. This self worship permeates society today. It is all about me, what I want, and when I want it for I am worthy of all that I desire. This attitude is in direct opposition to God.




  When final judgement is passed upon Lucifer, hell awaits him and all those that follow him, just as the fallen angels will receive. He is a cruel taskmaster, one who persecutes the nations in anger with apparent free range without opposition. But, Lucifer will be brought down, righteous judgement will be executed by the Lamb of God. Because the Lord has purposed it and will bring it to pass, unlike Lucifer, who has limited power, the Almighty God, who has unlimited power, and no one can prevent His will.




  A name is important, it is presented, and it identifies us as individuals. Unlike animals, fish, or various beasts which are generally categorized as such. Many of us will give names to these animals, it helps identify a particular pet, which, when called will respond to that name. We give names to dogs, cats, horses, cattle, fish, turtles and pretty much any creature that we care for. Even names are given to rivers, mountains, countries, various large masses, seas, kingdoms and so on. It identifies a particular person, place or thing. It would be utter confusion if all had the same name, but God is a God of order and not confusion.




  Names have meanings. Most all names in the bible offers a glimpse of the character or position of that individual. God has given names to angels, stars, constellations and named Adam, Genesis 2:20. Adam called the woman that God made him Eve. Genesis 3:20 And after they had children, Adam and Eve gave names to their children and so it is in practice today that parents give names to their children.




  Names that were changed by God




  Abram      Genesis 17:5 “Neither shalt thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name should be Abraham; for a father of many nations have it made thee.”




  Sarai      Genesis 17:15 “And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai, they wife, thou shalt not called her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.”




  Jacob      Genesis 32:28 “And he said, They name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”




  Gideon      Judges 6:32 “Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar.”




  Nathan      II Samuel 12:25 “And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord.”




  Simon      John 1:42 “And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jon: thou shalt be called Cephas, which by interpretation, a stone.” (Peter)




  Saul      Acts 13:9 “Then Saul (who also is called Paul) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,…”




  And in Revelation 2:17 to the overcomers in the church of Pergamos new names are given. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”




  Seven particular individuals had their names changed for the purpose and work of the Lord. And Revelation 2:17 provides us that saints of God will be given new names as well. In heaven, we will remain individuals with particular gifts, service positions, and rewards. When God changed the names it was for a greater purpose.




  Names that were changed by man




  Joseph      Genesis 41:45 “And Pharoah called Joseph’s name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.”




  Daniel            Daniel 1:7 “Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he Hananiah      gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and unto Hananiah, of Mishael                  Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of




  Azariah      Abednego.”




  Hadassah      Ester 2:7 “And he brought up Hadassah, that is called Esther, his uncle’s daughter: for she had neither father or mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, took for his own daughter.”




  When man changes a name, it is for a lesser purpose – to conform to their ideology. Did you notice that only God and man (made in the image of God) gave names? No where in scripture does it appear that angels gave names to other angels or anything else. Animals, vegetation or anything else, do not give their offspring names. Curious, isn’t it! Yet animals in a herd can identify their offspring from other offspring, however, they do not accomplish this through the use of names.




  In Ezekiel 28:12-15 provides a description of Lucifer, his appearance, his wisdom, his beauty, his anointing as the covering cherub, his position, his privilege to be perhaps the very closest of angels to God, and ultimately his fall.




  Ezekiel 28:12-15 “…Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of their pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou was created. 14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”




  And if we consider the description of cherubims in Chapter 10, Lucifer was the most magnificent of all the angels, privileged to be perhaps the closest of all angels near to God and His Throne. Some people suggest that through Lucifer, worship, praise, singing, offerings went through Lucifer to God.




  Read again Strongs #1866 and #1984 if this isn’t an excellent description of Lucifer. (Satan)




  When was Lucifer’s name changed and the reason for the change to Satan? It appears that the name changed at the time that “till iniquity was found in thee.” At that particular time his nature was changed, not by God, but by Lucifer.




  Lucifer and all angels were created with free will, freedom to fulfill their design, and responsibility, and so was Adam. When Lucifer sinned, he caused one third of the angels to follow him instead of God. In Revelation 12:3-4 he is described as a great red dragon. “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour his child as soon as it was born.” Verse 7 states “And there was war in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.”




  When Lucifer exercised his free will, by his own deceit, he no longer was suited to be in the presence of God. And therefore he and the third part of angels whom he deceived also were cast out of heaven. Similarly, when Adam exercised his free will, he too was cast out of the Garden of Eden, the paradise of God. The freedom that they enjoyed came with responsibility and the result of their failure to be responsible ended in the expulsion from the direct presence of God.




  Not only when Lucifer sinned was he cast out, but his eternal judgment was set. He can never regain what he freely gave up. On the other hand, when Adam and Eve were cast out they could not reenter the paradise of God on their own, but by the grace and mercy of God, men can obtain that which was lost by Adam through the second Adam, Jesus Christ. This great redemption is not available to angels.




  The change of name from Lucifer to Satan is not specifically given in scripture, as the names changed previously mentioned. It may very well be that sinners have no names. The only book of life is assigned to God’s redeemed. And my speculation is that if there is a book naming the holy angels, Lucifer’s name was blotted out. But there is no scripture reference to such a book. Again, a name identifies us as individuals. Proverbs 2:1 states, “A good name is rather to be chosen that great riches, and loving favor rather these silver and gold.” When Lucifer sinned, he gave up that name known to God. The fallen angels have no names, neither do those that do not confess Jesus Christ. In Matthew 7:23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Jesus here declares that He doesn’t know the workers of iniquity. Their names are not in the book of Life. Jesus knows those that are his and will confess their name to the Father Matthew 10:32 “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven”. And in Revelation 3:5 “ He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels”.




  In Matthew 7; 22, 23 Our Lord said “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? Vs 23 and then will I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Obviously God knows everything, but in the relationship of being His children whom he knows by name, the workers of iniquity are not His, but of their father the Devil.




  Notice in Luke 16:19-31, Jesus gave the example of a certain rich man (unsaved) and Lazarus (saved). In verse 22 “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” The rich man had no name in the sight of God, yet Lazarus is named, a child of God.




  Revelation 20:15 at the great white judgment throne, death, and hell deliver up the dead, and even the sea gave up the dead (lost) that were in them, and states in verse 15 “And whosoever was not found written in the book of Life was cast in the lake of fire.” All found in this condition are nameless. There is no association with God.




  The most important book at this judgment is the book of life. If your name is there, it is most precious. Moses knew the value of that written name in the book of life when he would have God blot out his name, on Israel’s behalf. After the seventy returned to Jesus with joy that the devils were subject unto them in Jesus name, Our Lord said unto them in Luke 10:20 “ Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”




  There is a name that is above all names, a name given by God. Philippians 2:9-11 “Wherefore God hath given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
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