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BIBLE TIMES AND CHARACTERS FROM JOSEPH TO THE EXODUS


PREFACE


The arrangement and presentation of the material in this
volume are the same as in Volume I. In both my efforts
have been directed to bringing together as full as possible
a collection of Jewish legends that deal with Biblical personages
and events. The sources of those legends and explanations
of some of them will be given in the last volume
of the entire work, and the numbers throughout the work
refer to the notes in the concluding volume.


My original intention was to continue Volume II up to the
death of Moses, but the legendary material clustering around
the life and death of Moses is so abundant that practical
considerations demanded the division of this material, in order
not to make the second volume too bulky. The division
chosen is a natural one. This volume closes with the Exodus,
and contains the deeds of Moses in Egypt, while the following
volume will deal with Moses in the desert.


The fact that Job is placed between Jacob's sons and
Moses may appear strange to some readers, since in the
Bible Job is one of the last books; but "legend is above time
and space," and I have, therefore, given Job the place which
legend has ascribed to him.
                         LOUIS GINZBERG.


NEW YORK, March 28, 1910.
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I


JOSEPH


THE FAVORITE SON


Jacob was not exempt from the lot that falls to the share
of all the pious. Whenever they expect to enjoy life in
tranquillity, Satan hinders them. He appears before God,
and says: "Is it not enough that the future world is set
apart for the pious? What right have they to enjoy this
world, besides?" After the many hardships and conflicts
that had beset the path of Jacob, he thought he would be at
rest at last, and then came the loss of Joseph and inflicted the
keenest suffering. Verily, few and evil had been the days
of the years of Jacob's pilgrimage, for the time spent outside
of the Holy Land had seemed joyless to him. Only the
portion of his life passed in the land of his fathers, during
which he was occupied with making proselytes, in accordance
with the example set him by Abraham and Isaac, did
he consider worth while having lived,[1] and this happy time
was of short duration. When Joseph was snatched away,
but eight years had elapsed since his return to his father's
house.[2]


And yet it was only for the sake of Joseph that Jacob had
been willing to undergo all the troubles and the adversity
connected with his sojourn in the house of Laban. Indeed,
Jacob's blessing in having his quiver full of children was due
to the merits of Joseph, and likewise the dividing of the
Red Sea and of the Jordan for the Israelites was the reward for
his son's piety. For among the sons of Jacob
Joseph was the one that resembled his father most closely in
appearance, and, also, he was the one to whom Jacob transmitted
the instruction and knowledge he had received from
his teachers Shem and Eber.[3] The whole course of the son's
life is but a repetition of the father's. As the mother of
Jacob remained childless for a long time after her marriage,
so also the mother of Joseph. As Rebekah had undergone
severe suffering in giving birth to Jacob, so Rachel in giving
birth to Joseph. As Jacob's mother bore two sons, so also
Joseph's mother. Like Jacob, Joseph was born circumcised.
As the father was a shepherd, so the son. As the father
served for the sake of a woman, so the son served under a
woman. Like the father, the son appropriated his older
brother's birthright. The father was hated by his brother,
and the son was hated by his brethren. The father was the
favorite son as compared with his brother, so was the son
as compared with his brethren. Both the father and the son
lived in the land of the stranger. The father became a servant
to a master, also the son. The master whom the father
served was blessed by God, so was the master whom the son
served. The father and the son were both accompanied by
angels, and both married their wives outside of the Holy
Land. The father and the son were both blessed with
wealth. Great things were announced to the father in a
dream, so also to the son. As the father went to Egypt and
put an end to famine, so the son. As the father exacted the
promise from his sons to bury him in the Holy Land, so
also the son. The father died in Egypt, there died also the
son. The body of the father was embalmed, also the body
of the son. As the father's remains were carried to the
Holy Land for interment, so also the remains of the son.
Jacob the father provided for the sustenance of his son
Joseph during a period of seventeen years, so Joseph the
son provided for his father Jacob during a period of seventeen
years.[4]


Until he was seventeen years old, Joseph frequented the
Bet ha-Midrash,[5] and he became so learned that he could
impart to his brethren the Halakot he had heard from his
father, and in this way he may be regarded as their teacher.[6]
He did not stop at formal instruction, he also tried to give
them good counsel, and he became the favorite of the sons
of the handmaids, who would kiss and embrace him.[7]


In spite of his scholarship there was something boyish
about Joseph. He painted his eyes, dressed his hair carefully,
and walked with a mincing step. These foibles of
youth were not so deplorable as his habit of bringing evil
reports of his brethren to his father. He accused them of
treating the beasts under their care with cruelty—he said
that they ate flesh torn from a living animal—and he charged
them with casting their eyes upon the daughters of the
Canaanites, and giving contemptuous treatment to the sons
of the handmaids Bilhah and Zilpah, whom they called
slaves.


For these groundless accusations Joseph had to pay
dearly. He was himself sold as a slave, because he had
charged his brethren with having called the sons of the
handmaids slaves, and Potiphar's wife cast her eyes upon
Joseph, because he threw the suspicion upon his brethren
that they had cast their eyes upon the Canaanitish women.
And how little it was true that they were guilty of cruelty
to animals, appears from the fact that at the very time when
they were contemplating their crime against Joseph, they
yet observed all the rules and prescriptions of the ritual in
slaughtering the kid of the goats with the blood of which
they besmeared his coat of many colors.[8]


JOSEPH HATED BY HIS BRETHREN


Joseph's talebearing against his brethren made them hate
him. Among all of them Gad was particularly wrathful,
and for good reason. Gad was a very brave man, and when
a beast of prey attacked the herd, over which he kept guard
at night, he would seize it by one of its legs, and whirl it
around until it was stunned, and then he would fling it away
to a distance of two stadia, and kill it thus. Once Jacob
sent Joseph to tend the flock, but he remained away only
thirty days, for he was a delicate lad and fell sick with the
heat, and he hastened back to his father. On his return he
told Jacob that the sons of the handmaids were in the habit
of slaughtering the choice cattle of the herd and eating it,
without obtaining permission from Judah and Reuben. But
his report was not accurate. What he had seen was Gad
slaughtering one lamb, which he had snatched from the very
jaws of a bear, and he killed it because it could not be kept
alive after its fright. Joseph's account sounded as though
the sons of the handmaids were habitually inconsiderate and
careless in wasting their father's substance.[9]


To the resentment of the brethren was added their envy
of Joseph, because their father loved him more than all of
them. Joseph's beauty of person was equal to that of his
mother Rachel, and Jacob had but to look at him to be consoled
for the death of his beloved wife. Reason enough for
distinguishing him among his children.[10] As a token of his
great love for him, Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colors,
so light and delicate that it could be crushed and concealed
in the closed palm of one hand. The Hebrew name of the
garment, Passim, conveys the story of the sale of Joseph.
The first letter, Pe, stands for Potiphar, his Egyptian master;
Samek stands for Soharim, the merchantmen that
bought Joseph from the company of Ishmaelites to whom his
brethren had sold him; Yod stands for these same Ishmaelites;
and Mem, for the Midianites that obtained him from
the merchantmen, and then disposed of him to Potiphar.
But Passim. has yet another meaning, "clefts." His brethren
knew that the Red Sea would be cleft in twain in days to
come for Joseph's sake, and they were jealous of the glory
to be conferred upon him. Although they were filled with
hatred of him, it must be said in their favor that they were
not of a sullen, spiteful nature. They did not hide their
feelings,
they proclaimed their enmity openly.


Once Joseph dreamed a dream, and he could not refrain
from telling it to his brethren. He spoke, and said: "Hear,
I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed. Behold, you
gathered fruit, and so did I. Your fruit rotted, but mine
remained sound. Your seed will set up dumb images of
idols, but they will vanish at the appearance of my descendant,
the Messiah of Joseph. You will keep the truth as to
my fate from the knowledge of my father, but I will stand
fast as a reward for the self-denial of my mother, and you
will prostrate yourselves five times before me."[11]


The brethren refused at first to listen to the dream, but
when Joseph urged them again and again, they gave heed
to him, and they said, "Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or
shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?"[12] God put an
interpretation into their mouths that was to be verified in
the posterity of Joseph. Jeroboam and Jehu, two kings,
and Joshua and Gideon, two judges, have been among his
descendants, corresponding to the double and emphatic expressions
used by his brethren in interpreting the dream.[13]


Then Joseph dreamed another dream, how the sun, the
moon, and eleven stars bowed down before him, and Jacob,
to whom he told it first, was rejoiced over it, for he understood
its meaning properly.[14] He knew that he himself was
designated by the sun, the name by which God had called
him when he lodged overnight on the holy site of the
Temple. He had heard God say to the angels at that time,
"The sun has come."[15] The moon stood for Joseph's
mother, and the stars for his brethren, for the righteous are
as the stars.[16] Jacob was so convinced of the truth of
the dream that he was encouraged to believe that he
would live to see the resurrection of the dead, for Rachel
was dead, and her return to earth was clearly indicated by
the dream. He went astray there, for not Joseph's own
mother was referred to, but his foster-mother Bilhah, who
had raised him.


Jacob wrote the dream in a book, recording all the circumstances,
the day, the hour, and the place, for the holy spirit
cautioned him, "Take heed, these things will surely come
to pass."[17] But when Joseph repeated his dream to his
brethren, in the presence of his father, Jacob rebuked him,
saying, "I and thy brethren, that has some sense, but I and
thy mother, that is inconceivable, for thy mother is dead."[18]
These words of Jacob called forth a reproof from God. He
said, "Thus thy descendants will in time to come seek to
hinder Jeremiah in delivering his prophecies."[19] Jacob may
be excused, he had spoken in this way only in order to avert
the envy and hate of his brethren from Joseph, but they
envied and hated him because they knew that the interpretation
put upon the dream by Jacob would be realized.[20]


JOSEPH CAST INTO THE PIT


Once the brethren of Joseph led their father's flocks to
the pastures of Shechem, and they intended to take their
ease and pleasure there.[21] They stayed away a long time, and
no tidings of them were heard. Jacob began to be anxious
about the fate of his sons. He feared that a war had broken
out between them and the people of Shechem, and he resolved
to send Joseph to them and have him bring word
again, whether it was well with his brethren.[22] Jacob desired
to know also about the flocks, for it is a duty to concern
oneself about the welfare of anything from which one derives
profit. Though he knew that the hatred of his brethren
might bring on unpleasant adventures, yet Joseph, in
filial reverence, declared himself ready to go on his father's
errand. Later, whenever Jacob remembered his dear son's
willing spirit, the recollection stabbed him to the heart. He
would say to himself, "Thou didst know the hatred of thy
brethren, and yet thou didst say, Here am I."[23]


Jacob dismissed Joseph, with the injunction that he journey
only by daylight,[24] saying furthermore, "Go now, see
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flock;
and send me word"—an unconscious prophecy. He did not
say that he expected to see Joseph again, but only to have
word from him.[25] Since the covenant of the pieces, God
had resolved, on account of Abraham's doubting question,
that Jacob and his family should go down into Egypt to
dwell there. The preference shown to Joseph by his father,
and the envy it aroused, leading finally to the sale of Joseph
and his establishment in Egypt, were but disguised means
created by God, instead of executing His counsel directly
by carrying Jacob down into Egypt as a captive.[26]


Joseph reached Shechem, where he expected to find his
brethren. Shechem was always a place of ill omen for
Jacob and his seed—there Dinah was dishonored, there the
Ten Tribes of Israel rebelled against the house of David
while Rehoboam ruled in Jerusalem, and there Jeroboam
was installed as king.[27] Not finding his brethren and the
herd in Shechem, Joseph continued his journey in the direction
of the next pasturing place, not far from Shechem, but
he lost his way in the wilderness.[28] Gabriel in human shape
appeared before him, and asked him, saying, "What seekest
thou?"[29] And he answered, "I seek my brethren."
Whereto the angel replied, "Thy brethren have given up
the Divine qualities of love and mercy.[30] Through a prophetic
revelation they learned that the Hivites were preparing
to make war upon them, and therefore they departed
hence to go to Dothan. And they had to leave this place for
other reasons, too. I heard, while I was still standing behind
the curtain that veils the Divine throne, that this day
the Egyptian bondage would begin, and thou wouldst be
the first to be subjected to it."[31] Then Gabriel led Joseph to
Dothan.[32]


When his brethren saw him afar off, they conspired
against him, to slay him. Their first plan was to set dogs
on him. Simon then spoke to Levi, "Behold, the master of
dreams cometh with a new dream, he whose descendant
Jeroboam will introduce the worship of Baal. Come now,
therefore, and let us slay him, that we may see what will
become of his dreams." But God spoke: "Ye say, We shall
see what will become of his dreams, and I say likewise, We
shall see, and the future shall show whose word will stand,
yours or Mine."[33]


Simon and Gad set about slaying Joseph, and he fell upon
his face, and entreated them: "Have mercy with me, my
brethren, have pity on the heart of my father Jacob. Lay
not your hands upon me, to spill innocent blood, for I have
done no evil unto you. But if I have done evil unto you,
then chastise me with a chastisement, but your hands lay
not upon me, for the sake of our father Jacob." These
words touched Zebulon, and he began to lament and weep,
and the wailing of Joseph rose up together with his brother's,
and when Simon and Gad raised their hands against
him to execute their evil design, Joseph took refuge behind
Zebulon, and supplicated his other brethren to have mercy
upon him. Then Reuben arose, and he said, "Brethren, let
us not slay him, but let us cast him into one of the dry pits,
which our fathers dug without finding water." That was
due to the providence of God; He had hindered the water
from rising in them in order that Joseph's rescue might be
accomplished, and the pits remained dry until Joseph was
safe in the hands of the Ishmaelites.[34]


Reuben had several reasons for interceding in behalf of
Joseph. He knew that he as the oldest of the brethren would
be held responsible by their father, if any evil befell him.
Besides, Reuben was grateful to Joseph for having reckoned
him among the eleven sons of Jacob in narrating his
dream of the sun, moon, and stars. Since his disrespectful
bearing toward Jacob, he had not thought himself worthy
of being considered one of his sons.[35] First Reuben tried
to restrain his brethren from their purpose, and he addressed
them in words full of love and compassion. But when he
saw that neither words nor entreaties would change their
intention, he begged them, saying: "My brethren, at least
hearken unto me in respect of this, that ye be not so wicked
and cruel as to slay him. Lay no hand upon your brother,
shed no blood, cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness,
and let him perish thus.[36]


Then Reuben went away from his brethren, and he hid
in the mountains, so that he might be able to hasten back
in a favorable moment and draw Joseph forth from the pit
and restore him to his father. He hoped his reward would
be pardon for the transgression he had committed against
Jacob.[37] His good intention was frustrated, yet Reuben was
rewarded by God, for God gives a recompense not only for
good deeds, but for good intentions as well.[38] As he was
the first of the brethren of Joseph to make an attempt to
save him, so the city of Bezer in the tribe of Reuben was
the first of the cities of refuge appointed to safeguard the
life of the innocent that seek help.[39] Furthermore God
spake to Reuben, saying: "As thou wast the first to endeavor
to restore a child unto his father, so Hosea, one of
thy descendants, shall be the first to endeavor to lead Israel
back to his heavenly Father."[40]


The brethren accepted Reuben's proposition, and Simon
seized Joseph, and cast him into a pit swarming with snakes
and scorpions, beside which was another unused pit, filled
with offal.[41] As though this were not enough torture, Simon
bade his brethren fling great stones at Joseph. In his later
dealings with this brother Simon, Joseph showed all the
forgiving charitableness of his nature. When Simon was
held in durance in Egypt as a hostage, Joseph, so far from
bearing him a grudge, ordered crammed poultry to be set
before him at all his meals.[42]


Not satisfied with exposing Joseph to the snakes and
scorpions, his brethren had stripped him bare before they
flung him into the pit. They took off his coat of many
colors, his upper garment, his breeches, and his shirt.[43]
However, the reptiles could do him no harm. God heard
his cry of distress, and kept them in hiding in the clefts
and the holes, and they could not come near him. From the
depths of the pit Joseph appealed to his brethren, saying:
"O my brethren, what have I done unto you, and what is
my transgression? Why are you not afraid before God on
account of your treatment of me? Am I not flesh of your
flesh, and bone of your bone? Jacob your father, is he not
also my father? Why do you act thus toward me? And
how will you be able to lift up your countenance before
Jacob? O Judah, Reuben, Simon, Levi, my brethren, deliver
me, I pray you, from the dark place into which you
have cast me. Though I committed a trespass against you,
yet are ye children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were
compassionate with the orphan, gave food to the hungry,
and clothed the naked. How, then, can ye withhold your
pity from your own brother, your own flesh and bone? And
though I sinned against you, yet you will hearken unto my
petition for the sake of my father. O that my father knew
what my brethren are doing unto me, and what they spake
unto me!"


To avoid hearing Joseph's weeping and cries of distress,
his brethren passed on from the pit, and stood at a bow-
shot's distance.[44] The only one among them that manifested
pity was Zebulon. For two days and two nights no food
passed his lips on account of his grief over the fate of
Joseph, who had to spend three days and three nights in the
pit before he was sold. During this period Zebulon was
charged by his brethren to keep watch at the pit. He was
chosen to stand guard because he took no part in the meals.
Part of the time Judah also refrained from eating with
the rest, and took turns at watching, because he feared
Simon and Gad might jump down into the pit and put an
end to Joseph's life.[45]


While Joseph was languishing thus, his brethren determined
to kill him. They would finish their meal first, they
said, and then they would fetch him forth and slay him.
When they had done eating, they attempted to say grace, but
Judah remonstrated with them: "We are about to take the
life of a human being, and yet would bless God? That is
not a blessing, that is contemning the Lord.[46] What profit
is it if we slay our brother? Rather will the punishment of
God descend upon us. I have good counsel to give you.
Yonder passeth by a travelling company of Ishmaelites on
their way to Egypt. Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites,
and let not our hand be upon him. The Ishmaelites
will take him with them upon their journeyings, and he
will be lost among the peoples of the earth.[47] Let us follow
the custom of former days, for Canaan, too, the son of Ham,
was made a slave for his evil deeds, and so will we do with
our brother Joseph."[48]


THE SALE


While the brethren of Joseph were deliberating upon his
fate, seven Midianitish merchantmen passed near the pit
in which he lay. They noticed that many birds were circling
above it, whence they assumed that there must be water
therein, and, being thirsty, they made a halt in order to refresh
themselves. When they came close, they heard Joseph
screaming and wailing, and they looked down into the pit
and saw a youth of beautiful figure and comely appearance.
They called to him, saying: "Who art thou? Who brought
thee hither, and who cast thee into this pit in the wilderness?"
They all joined together and dragged him up, and
took him along with them when they continued on their
journey. They had to pass his brethren, who called out to
the Midianites: "Why have you done such a thing, to steal
our slave and carry him away with you? We threw the
lad into the pit, because he was disobedient. Now, then, return
our slave to us." The Midianites replied: "What,
this lad, you say, is your slave, your servant? More likely
is it that you all are slaves unto him, for in beauty of form,
in pleasant looks, and fair appearance, he excelleth you all.
Why, then, will you speak lies unto us? We will not give
ear unto your words, nor believe you, for we found the lad
in the wilderness, in a pit, and we took him out, and we will
carry him away with us on our journey." But the sons of
Jacob insisted, "Restore our slave to us, lest you meet death
at the edge of the sword."


Unaffrighted, the Midianites drew their weapons, and,
amid war whoops, they prepared to enter into a combat with
the sons of Jacob. Then Simon rose up, and with bared
sword he sprang upon the Midianites, at the same time
uttering a cry that made the earth reverberate. The Midianites
fell down in great consternation, and he said: "I am
Simon, the son of the Hebrew Jacob, who destroyed the city
of Shechem alone and unaided, and together with my brethren
I destroyed the cities of the Amorites. God do so and
more also, if it be not true that all the Midianites, your
brethren, united with all the Canaanite kings to fight with
me, cannot hold out against me. Now restore the boy you
took from us, else will I give your flesh unto the fowls of
the air and to the beasts of the field."


The Midianites were greatly afraid of Simon, and, terrified
and abashed, they spake to the sons of Jacob with little
courage: "Said ye not that ye cast this lad into the pit because
he was of a rebellious spirit? What, now, will ye do
with an insubordinate slave? Rather sell him to us, we are
ready to pay any price you desire." This speech was part
of the purpose of God. He had put it into the heart of
the Midianites to insist upon possessing Joseph, that he
might not remain with his brethren, and be slain by them.[49]
The brethren assented, and Joseph was sold as a slave while
they sat over their meal. God spake, saying: "Over a meal
did ye sell your brother, and thus shall Ahasuerus sell your
descendants to Haman over a meal, and because ye have
sold Joseph to be a slave, therefore shall ye say year after
year, Slaves were we unto Pharaoh in Egypt."[50]


The price paid for Joseph by the Midianites was twenty
pieces of silver, enough for a pair of shoes for each of his
brethren. Thus "they sold the righteous for silver, and the
needy for a pair of shoes." For so handsome a youth as
Joseph the sum paid was too low by far, but his appearance
had been greatly changed by the horrible anguish he bad
endured in the pit with the snakes and the scorpions. He
had lost his ruddy complexion, and he looked sallow and
sickly, and the Midianites were justified in paying a small
sum for him.[51]


The merchantmen had come upon Joseph naked in the
pit, for his brethren had stripped him of all his clothes.
That he might not appear before men in an unseemly condition,
God sent Gabriel down to him, and the angel enlarged
the amulet banging from Joseph's neck until it was
a garment that covered him entirely. Joseph's brethren
were looking after him as he departed with the Midianites,
and when they saw him with clothes upon him, they cried
after them, "Give us his raiment! We sold him naked,
without clothes." His owners refused to yield to their demand,
but they agreed to reimburse the brethren with four
pairs of shoes, and Joseph kept his garment, the same in
which he was arrayed when he arrived in Egypt and was
sold to Potiphar, the same in which he was locked up in
prison and appeared before Pharaoh, and the same he wore
when he was ruler over Egypt.[52]


As an atonement for the twenty pieces of silver taken by
his brethren in exchange for Joseph, God commanded that
every first-born son shall be redeemed by the priest with an
equal amount, and, also, every Israelite must pay annually
to the sanctuary as much as fell to each of the brethren as
his share of the price.[53]


The brethren of Joseph bought shoes for the money, for
they said: "We will not eat it, because it is the price for
the blood of our brother, but we will tread upon him, for
that he spake, he would have dominion over us, and we will
see what will become of his dreams." And for this reason
the ordinance has been commanded, that he who refuseth to
raise up a name in Israel unto his brother that hath died
without having a son, shall have his shoe loosed from off his
foot, and his face shall be spat upon. Joseph's brethren refused
to do aught to preserve his life, and therefore the Lord
loosed their shoes from off their feet, for, when they went
down to Egypt, the slaves of Joseph took their shoes off
their feet as they entered the gates, and they prostrated
themselves before Joseph as before a Pharaoh, and, as they
lay prostrate, they were spat upon, and put to shame before
the Egyptians.[54]


The Midianites pursued their journey to Gilead, but they
soon regretted the purchase they had made. They feared
that Joseph had been stolen in the land of the Hebrews,
though sold to them as a slave, and if his kinsmen should
find him with them, death would be inflicted upon them for
the abduction of a free man. The high-handed manner of
the sons of Jacob confirmed their suspicion, that they might
be capable of man theft. Their wicked deed would explain,
too, why they had accepted so small a sum in exchange for
Joseph. While discussing these points, they saw, coming
their way, the travelling company of Ishmaelites that had
been observed earlier by the sons of Jacob, and they determined
to dispose of Joseph to them, that they might at least
not lose the price they had paid, and might escape the danger
at the same time of being made captives for the crime of
kidnapping a man. And the Ishmaelites bought Joseph from
the Midianites, and they paid the same price as his former
owners had given for him.[55]


JOSEPH'S THREE MASTERS


As a rule the only merchandise with which the Ishmaelites
loaded their camels was pitch and the skins of beasts. By
a providential dispensation they carried bags of perfumery
this time, instead of their usual ill-smelling freight, that
sweet fragrance might be wafted to Joseph on his journey
to Egypt.[56] These aromatic substances were well suited to
Joseph, whose body emitted a pleasant smell, so agreeable
and pervasive that the road along which he travelled was
redolent thereof, and on his arrival in Egypt the perfume
from his body spread over the whole land, and the royal
princesses, following the sweet scent to trace its source,
reached the place in which Joseph was.[57] Even after his
death the same fragrance was spread abroad by his bones,
enabling Moses to distinguish Joseph's remains from all
others, and keep the oath of the children of Israel, to inter
them in the Holy Land.[58]


When Joseph learned that the Ishmaelites were carrying
him to Egypt, he began to weep bitterly at the thought of
being removed so far from Canaan and from his father.
One of the Ishmaelites noticed Joseph's weeping and crying,
and thinking that he found riding uncomfortable, he lifted
him from the back of the camel, and permitted him to
walk on foot. But Joseph continued to weep and sob,
crying incessantly, "O father, father!" Another one of the
caravan, tired of his lamentations, beat him, causing only
the more tears and wails, until the youth, exhausted by his
grief, was unable to move on. Now all the Ishmaelites in
the company dealt out blows to him. They treated him with
relentless cruelty, and tried to silence him by threats. God
saw Joseph's distress, and He sent darkness and terror upon
the Ishmaelites, and their hands grew rigid when they
raised them to inflict a blow. Astonished, they asked themselves
why God did thus unto them upon the road. They
did not know that it was for the sake of Joseph.


The journey was continued until they came to Ephrath,
the place of Rachel's sepulchre. Joseph hastened to his
mother's grave, and throwing himself across it, he groaned
and cried, saying: "O mother, mother, that didst bear me,
arise, come forth and see how thy son hath been sold into
slavery, with none to take pity upon him. Arise, see thy
son, and weep with me over my misfortune, and observe the
heartlessness of my brethren. Awake, O mother, rouse thyself
from thy sleep, rise up and prepare for the conflict with
my brethren, who stripped me even of my shirt, and sold me
as a slave to merchantmen, who in turn sold me to others,
and without mercy they tore me away from my father.
Arise, accuse my brethren before God, and see whom He
will justify in the judgment, and whom He will find guilty.
Arise, O mother, awake from thy sleep, see how my father
is with me in his soul and in his spirit, and comfort him and
ease his heavy heart."


Joseph wept and cried upon the grave of his mother, until,
weary from grief, he lay immovable as a stone. Then
he heard a voice heavy with tears speak to him from
the depths, saying: "My son Joseph, my son, I heard thy
complaints and thy groans, I saw thy tears, and I knew thy
misery, my son. I am grieved for thy sake, and thy affliction
is added to the burden of my affliction. But, my son
Joseph, put thy trust in God, and wait upon Him. Fear not,
for the Lord is with thee, and He will deliver thee from all
evil. Go down into Egypt with thy masters, my son; fear
naught, for the Lord is with thee, O my son." This and
much more like unto it did the voice utter, and then it was
silent. Joseph listened in great amazement at first, and then
he broke out in renewed tears. Angered thereby, one of
the Ishmaelites drove him from his mother's grave with
kicks and curses. Then Joseph entreated his masters to take
him back to his father, who would give them great riches as
a reward. But they said, "Why, thou art a slave! How
canst thou know where thy father is? If thou hadst had a
free man as father, thou wouldst not have been sold twice
for a petty sum." And then their fury against him increased,
they beat him and maltreated him, and he wept
bitter tears.


Now God looked upon the distress of Joseph, and He sent
darkness to enshroud the land once more. A storm raged,
the lightning flashed, and from the thunderbolts the whole
earth trembled, and the Ishmaelites lost their way in their
terror. The beasts and the camels stood still, and, beat them
as their drivers would, they refused to budge from the spot,
but crouched down upon the ground. Then the Ishmaelites
spake to one another, and said: "Why hath God brought
this upon us? What are our sins, what our trespasses, that
such things befall us?" One of them said to the others:
"Peradventure this hath come upon us by reason of the sin
which we have committed against this slave. Let us beg him
earnestly to grant us forgiveness, and if then God will take
pity, and let these storms pass away from us, we shall know
that we suffered harm on account of the injury we inflicted
upon this slave."


The Ishmaelites did according to these words, and they
said unto Joseph: "We have sinned against God and
against thee. Pray to thy God, and entreat Him to take
this death plague from us, for we acknowledge that we have
sinned against Him." Joseph fulfilled their wish, and God
hearkened to his petition, and the storm was assuaged. All
around became calm, the beasts arose from their recumbent
position, and the caravan could proceed upon its way. Now
the Ishmaelites saw plainly that all their trouble had come
upon them for the sake of Joseph, and they spoke one to
another, saying: "We know now that all this evil hath happened
to us on account of this poor fellow, and wherefore
should we bring death upon ourselves by our own doings?
Let us take counsel together, what is to be done with the
slave." One of them advised that Joseph's wish be fulfilled,
and he be taken back to his father. Then they would be
sure of receiving the money they had paid out for him.
This plan was rejected, because they had accomplished a
great part of their journey, and they were not inclined to
retrace their steps. They therefore resolved upon carrying
Joseph to Egypt and selling him there. They would rid
themselves of him in this way, and also receive a great price
for him.


They continued their journey as far as the borders of
Egypt, and there they met four men, descendants of Medan,
the son of Abraham, and to these they sold Joseph for
five shekels. The two companies, the Ishmaelites and the
Medanites, arrived in Egypt upon the same day. The latter,
hearing that Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of
the guard, was seeking a good slave, repaired to him at once,
to try to dispose of Joseph to him. Potiphar was willing to
pay as much as four hundred pieces of silver, for, high as
the price was, it did not seem too great for a slave that
pleased him as much as Joseph. However, he made a
condition. He said to the Medanites: "I will pay you the
price demanded, but you must bring me the person that
sold the slave to you, that I may be in a position to find out
all about him, for the youth seems to me to be neither a
slave nor the son of a slave. He appears to be of noble
blood. I must convince myself that he was not stolen." The
Medanites brought the Ishmaelites to Potiphar, and they
testified that Joseph was a slave, that they had owned him,
and had sold him to the Medanites. Potiphar rested satisfied
with this report, paid the price asked for Joseph, and the
Medanites and the Ishmaelites went their way.


JOSEPH'S COAT BROUGHT TO HIS FATHER


No sooner was the sale of Joseph an accomplished fact
than the sons of Jacob repented of their deed. They even
hastened after the Midianites to ransom Joseph, but their
efforts to overtake them were vain, and they had to accept
the inevitable. Meantime Reuben had rejoined his brethren.[59]
He had been so deeply absorbed in penances, in praying
and studying the Torah, in expiation of his sin against
his father, that he had not been able to remain with his
brethren and tend the flocks, and thus it happened that he
was not on the spot when Joseph was sold.[60] His first errand
was to go to the pit, in the hope of finding Joseph there. In
that case he would have carried him off and restored him
to his father clandestinely, without the knowledge of his
brethren. He stood at the opening and called again and
again, "Joseph, Joseph!" As he received no answer, he
concluded that Joseph had perished, either by reason of
terror or as the result of a snake bite, and he descended into
the pit, only to find that he was not there, either living or
dead. He mounted to the top again, and rent his clothes,
and cried out, "The lad is not there, and what answer shall
I give to my father, if he be dead?" Then Reuben returned
unto his brethren, and told them that Joseph bad vanished
from the pit, whereat he was deeply grieved, because he,
being the oldest of the sons, was responsible to their father
Jacob. The brethren made a clean breast of what they had
done with Joseph, and they related to him how they had
tried to make good their evil deed, and how their efforts had
been vain.


Now there remained nothing to do but invent a plausible
explanation for their brother's disappearance to give to
Jacob. First of all, however, they took an oath not to betray
to his father or any human being what they bad actually
done with Joseph. He who violated the oath would be put
to the sword by the rest. Then they took counsel together
about what to say to Jacob. It was Issachar's advice to tear
Joseph's coat of many colors, and dip it in the blood of a
little kid of the goats, to make Jacob believe that his son had
been torn by a wild beast.[61] The reason he suggested a kid
was because its blood looks like human blood. In expiation
of this act of deception, it was ordained that a kid be used
as an atonement sacrifice when the Tabernacle was
dedicated.[62]


Simon opposed this suggestion. He did not want to relinquish
Joseph's coat, and he threatened to hew down any
one that should attempt to wrest it from him by force. The
reason for his vehemence was that he was very much enraged
against his brethren for not having slain Joseph. But
they threatened him in turn, saying, "If thou wilt not give
up the coat, we shall say that thou didst execute the evil deed
thyself." At that Simon surrendered it,[63] and Naphtali
brought it to Jacob, handing it to him with the words:
"When we were driving our herds homeward, we found
this garment covered with blood and dust on the highway,
a little beyond Shechem. Know now whether it be thy son's
coat or not." Jacob recognized Joseph's coat, and, overwhelmed
by grief, he fell prostrate, and long lay on the
ground motionless, like a stone. Then he arose, and set up
a loud cry, and wept, saying, "It is my son's coat."


In great haste Jacob dispatched a slave to his sons, to bid
them come to him, that he might learn more about what had
happened. In the evening they all came, their garments
rent, and dust strewn upon their heads. When they confirmed
all that Naphtali had told him, Jacob broke out in
mourning and lamentation: "It is my son's coat; an evil
beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn in
pieces. I sent him to you to see whether it was well with
you, and well with the flock. He went to do my errand, and
while I thought him to be with you, the misfortune befell."
Thereto the sons of Jacob made reply: "He came to us not
at all. Since we left thee, we have not set eyes on him."


After these words, Jacob could doubt no longer that
Joseph bad been torn by wild beasts, and he mourned for
his son, saying: "O my son Joseph, my son, I sent thee to
inquire after the welfare of thy brethren, and now thou art
torn by wild beasts. It is my fault that this evil chance
hath come upon thee. I am distressed for thee, my son, I
am sorely distressed. How sweet was thy life to me, and
how bitter is thy death! Would God I had died for thee, O
Joseph, my son, for now I am distressed on thy account.
O my son Joseph, where art thou, and where is thy soul?
Arise, arise from thy place, and look upon my grief for
thee. Come and count the tears that roll down my cheeks,
and bring the tale of them before God, that His wrath be
turned away from me. O Joseph, my son, how painful and
appalling was thy death! None hath died a death like thine
since the world doth stand. I know well that it came to
pass by reason of my sins. O that thou wouldst return and
see the bitter sorrow thy misfortune hath brought upon me!
But it is true, it was not I that created thee, and formed
thee. I gave thee neither spirit nor soul, but God created
thee. He formed thy bones, covered them with flesh,
breathed the breath of life into thy nostrils, and then gave
thee unto me. And God who gave thee unto me, He hath
taken thee from me, and from Him hath this dispensation
come upon me. What the Lord doeth is well done!" In
these words and many others like them Jacob mourned and
bewailed his son, until he fell to the ground prostrate and
immovable.


When the sons of Jacob saw the vehemence of their
father's grief, they repented of their deed, and wept bitterly.
Especially Judah was grief-stricken. He laid his father's
head upon his knees, and wiped his tears away as they
flowed from his eyes, while he himself broke out in violent
weeping. The sons of Jacob and their wives all sought to
comfort their father. They arranged a great memorial service,
and they wept and mourned over Joseph's death and
over their father's sorrow.[64] But Jacob refused to be
comforted.


The tidings of his son's death caused the loss of two
members of Jacob's family. Bilhah and Dinah could not
survive their grief. Bilhah passed away the very day
whereon the report reached Jacob, and Dinah died soon
after, and so he had three losses to mourn in one month.


He received the tidings of Joseph's death in the seventh
month, Tishri, and on the tenth day of the month, and therefore
the children of Israel are bidden to weep and afflict
their souls on this day. Furthermore, on this day the sin
offering of atonement shall be a kid of the goats, because the
sons of Jacob transgressed with a kid, in the blood of which
they dipped Joseph's coat, and thus they brought sorrow
upon Jacob.[65]


When he had recovered somewhat from the stunning blow
which the tidings of his favorite son's death had dealt him,
Jacob rose up from the ground and addressed his sons, tears
streaming down his cheeks all the while. "Up," he said,
"take your swords and your bows, go out in the field, and
make search, perhaps you will find the body of my son, and
you will bring it to me, so that I may bury it. Keep a lookout,
too, for beasts of prey, and catch the first you meet.
Seize it and bring it to me. It may be that God will have
pity upon my sorrow, and put the beast between your hands
that hath torn my child in pieces, and I will take my revenge
upon it."


The sons of Jacob set out on the morrow to do the bidding
of their father, while he remained at home and wept and
lamented for Joseph. In the wilderness they found a wolf,
which they caught and brought to Jacob alive, saying:
"Here is the first wild beast we encountered, and we have
brought it to thee. But of thy son's corpse we saw not a
trace." Jacob seized the wolf, and, amid loud weeping, he
addressed these words to him: "Why didst thou devour my
son Joseph, without any fear of the God of the earth, and
without taking any thought of the grief thou wouldst bring
down upon me? Thou didst devour my son without reason,
he was guilty of no manner of transgression, and thou didst
roll the responsibility for his death upon me. But God
avengeth him that is persecuted."


To grant consolation to Jacob, God opened the mouth of
the beast, and he spake: "As the Lord liveth, who hath
created me, and as thy soul liveth, my lord, I have not seen
thy son, and I did not rend him in pieces. From a land afar
off I came to seek mine own son, who suffered a like fate
with thine. He hath disappeared, and I know not whether
he be dead or alive, and therefore I came hither ten days ago
to find him. This day, while I was searching for him, thy
sons met me, and they seized me, and, adding more grief to
my grief over my lost son, they brought me hither to thee.
This is my story, and now, O son of man, I am in thy hands,
thou canst dispose of me this day as seemeth well in thy
sight, but I swear unto thee by the God that bath created me,
I have not seen thy son, nor have I torn him in pieces, never
hath the flesh of man come into my mouth." Astonished
at the speech of the wolf, Jacob let him go, unhindered,
whithersoever he would, but he mourned his son Joseph as
before.[66]


It is a law of nature that however much one may grieve
over the death of a dear one, at the end of a year consolation
finds its way to the heart of the mourner. But the disappearance
of a living man can never be wiped out of one's
memory. Therefore the fact that he was inconsolable made
Jacob suspect that Joseph was alive, and he did not give
entire credence to the report of his sons. His vague suspicion
was strengthened by something that happened to him.
He went up into the mountains, hewed twelve stones out of
the quarry, and wrote the names of his sons thereon, their
constellations, and the months corresponding to the
constellations,
a stone for a son, thus, "Reuben, Ram, Nisan," and
so for each of his twelve sons. Then he addressed the
stones and bade them bow down before the one marked with
Reuben's name, constellation, and month, and they did not
move. He gave the same order regarding the stone marked
for Simon, and again the stones stood still. And so he did
respecting all his sons, until he reached the stone for Joseph.
When he spoke concerning this one, "I command you to fall
down before Joseph," they all prostrated themselves. He
tried the same test with other things, with trees and sheaves,
and always the result was the same, and Jacob could not but
feel that his suspicion was true, Joseph was alive.[67]


There was a reason why God did not reveal the real fate
of Joseph to Jacob. When his brethren sold Joseph, their
fear that the report of their iniquity might reach the ears of
Jacob led them to pronounce the ban upon any that should
betray the truth without the consent of all the others. Judah
advanced the objection that a ban is invalid unless it is decreed
in the presence of ten persons, and there were but nine
of them, for Reuben and Benjamin were not there when the
sale of Joseph was concluded. To evade the difficulty, the
brothers counted God as the tenth person, and therefore God
felt bound to refrain from revealing the true state of things
to Jacob. He had regard, as it were, for the ban pronounced
by the brethren of Joseph.[68] And as God kept the truth a
secret from Jacob, Isaac did not feel justified in acquainting
him with his grandson's fate, which was well known to him,
for he was a prophet. Whenever he was in the company of
Jacob, he mourned with him, but as soon as he quitted him,
he left off from manifesting grief, because he knew that
Joseph lived.[69]


Jacob was thus the only one among Joseph's closest kinsmen
that remained in ignorance of his son's real fortunes,
and he was the one of them all that had the greatest reason
for regretting his death. He spoke: "The covenant that
God made with me regarding the twelve tribes is null and
void now. I did strive in vain to establish the twelve tribes,
seeing that now the death of Joseph hath destroyed the covenant.
All the works of God were made to correspond to the
number of the tribes—twelve are the signs of the zodiac,
twelve the months, twelve hours hath the day, twelve the
night, and twelve stones are set in Aaron's breastplate—and now
that Joseph hath departed, the covenant of the
tribes is set at naught."

