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	The 21st century is the best of times to read and consume the Apocalypse because for the first time in history events and circumstances John saw in his remarkable visions are globally possible.


	 




Introduction:
The Two Keys That Unlock The Revelation


	 


	
T





	here’s no time like the 21st century to do a deep dive into the Book of Revelation! 


	As I wrote in my previous book, Globequake, we are living in one of the most turbulent periods of history. We ride spiritual, moral, philosophical, political, commercial, educational (to name a few) “tectonic plates” that are redefining the whole world. Back in the age of literal tectonic shift, the plates crept across the planet’s face by inches a century. But now they move at light-speed, and we are on top, trying to live our lives, raise and educate our families, work our jobs, build stable churches, elect trustworthy governments while the ground races beneath us and the landscape gets redefined constantly.


	Multitudes believe we are living in the “end times.” As a matter of fact, we are! The Bible shows it clearly and precisely, but it’s not the “end” as many of us understand it. We will look at the riddle of the end in more detail in chapters to come.


	Revelation has been hyped, hacked at, and huckstered since John’s wiry, aged, shaky hand and trembling heart recorded his vision centuries ago. The 21st century is the best of times to read and consume the Apocalypse because for the first time in history events and circumstances John saw in his remarkable visions are globally possible. There are at least nine of those prophecies Revelation showed would occur on a worldwide scale, and are for the first time not only probable, but are beginning to happen:


	

		Global evangelization is possible and occurring because of rapid travel and communications. (Matthew 24:14)


		Nations are aligning as foretold by the Prophet Ezekiel. (Ezekiel 38)


		Global lawlessness is deepening through the impact of media and instantly transmitted social movements. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)


		Revolution can now leap from nation to nation because of the ability to broadcast inciting images instantly. (Revelation 13:1; 17:15)


		Apostasy in churches once faithful to the Gospel has grown to shocking proportions. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3)


		It is now possible to bring whole civilizations into delusion through global media. (2 Thessalonians 2:11; 2 Timothy 3:1-8)


		For the first time in history it is possible for global markets to collapse in an “hour” because of the electronic economy. (Revelation 18)


		Persecution of the genuine church is at unprecedented levels worldwide. (Matthew 24:9;Revelation 12)


		War has shifted from conflicts between geopolitical entities to civilizational conflict. (Matthew 24:6-7)





	However, even as we consider the “end,” my hope is that in these pages you will see the Book of Revelation, not as a stirrer of blaring hysteria, but an inspirer of “blessed hope.” 


	I’ve taught classes on the Book of Revelation for three decades or more. “I don’t want to come to those Revelation studies because they scare me,” I hear from a few every time I announce Revelation as the new study series. I agree: there’s much to disturb and unsettle—if you are on the wrong side. But if you are in Christ and His Covenant, a citizen of the Kingdom of God, Revelation is thrilling, motivating, and charged with hope.


	That’s why right out of the chute, in Revelation 1:3, we read, “Blessed is he (and she) who reads the words of this prophecy…”


	How can a person be “blessed” reading about demonic armies, ten-headed, seven-horned creatures, beasts rising from the sea, other monsters creeping on the ground, the blood of the martyrs, blasting war-trumpets, devilish frogs, pestilences, a collapsing global economy, rivers of blood, devastating winds, violent earthquakes, a deep abyss, and a lake of fire? The answer is in discovering what the Book of Revelation is all about. That’s what we will seek to do in this volume.


	 


	Vision, Values, Mission


	My prayer is that through this book you will get an invigorating vision of the King and His Kingdom, and the way God’s cosmic plan goes forward on two stages of time. You are an important part of this grand epic. I hope you will see how, where, and why you fit.


	There are some strong values that guide me in this task, things I really care about as I write. Here are some of them:


	

		I value the Bible as God’s revealed Word, inspired by the Holy Spirit without error, preserved by the Holy Spirit, illuminated for us by the Holy Spirit, and relevant for every facet of our lives and daily engagements, not just the “spiritual.”


		I value the Triune Godhead—the Father as the Heart of the Trinity, the Son as the Mind, and the Holy Spirit as the Breath of God.


		I value Jesus Christ as the only Savior of fallen human beings, and the Lord-King of God’s Kingdom.


		I value the Kingdom of God as the culture of the character of Heaven itself expressed in the created world, and the gracious rule and reign of the Lord Jesus Christ within the creation that is rightly His, but temporarily occupied by the powers of darkness.


		I value God’s great cosmic plan to reconcile all things to Himself.


		I value history as the arena for the advance of God’s Kingdom all the way to total victory for His Kingdom and its rule in the world.


		I value the truth that there is no “secular” and “sacred,” but all levels of history and human endeavor constitute the arena and field for the Kingdom and its advance in the world.


		I value the Book of Revelation as Spirit-given, a unique and treasured unveiling of the advance of God’s Kingdom in the arena of history.


		I value you, as an image-bearer of God Himself, as one He desires to be blessed through the reading, study, and comprehension of the Book of Revelation, as a recipient of Christ’s costly salvation, and a vital participant in His Kingdom advance.





	 


	My mission here is to present major themes of Revelation 12 in the context of history—especially that of the 21st century, our times—without diminishing the transcendent quality and sacred mystery of the visions entrusted to John and conveyed to us.


	 


	Keys to understanding Revelation


	Let’s say you have a safety deposit box inside a bank vault. Inside the metal container secured behind the thick metal door, steel bars and three feet of concrete are the most valuable things you possess—priceless jewelry, and bonds worth millions of dollars.


	At age 50 you decide you have enough stored away in the safety deposit box to live well the rest of your life. You want to pay off your mortgage and travel the world in style. To do that, you must convert some of the assets in the box secured in the vault into hard cash. Happily you go to the bank, where you are escorted into the vault by an officer, straight to your personal safety deposit box.


	To get to your wealth requires two keys. The bank officer inserts the key held by the bank. Then, with eagerness, you place the key you hold into the slot, and stand back as the banker turns the keys simultaneously. She escorts you to a cubicle, and leaves you inside to sort through the treasures in the safety deposit box.


	This process illustrates the way to unlock the treasures of the Book of Revelation. Think of the “vault” as the whole Bible. The “safety deposit box” is the Book of Revelation. But it cannot be opened without the two “keys.” 


	One key that unlocks the truth-treasures of Revelation to our understanding is the Bible’s disclosures about the nature of time. Every belief system, whether secular materialism or religious mysticism, develops a theory of time. Western thought tends to see time as strictly linear, moving from beginning to termination, from past to present to future. Oriental philosophies, influenced by Hinduism and other nirvana religions view time as cyclical, moving in an endlessly repeating circle rather than a straight line.


	The Bible reveals the reality of time that is both linear and cyclical. This is not as impossible as it sounds. Think of a train moving along a track. There is linear progression toward the destination, but the train is carried along by the cyclical, repeating motion of the wheels.


	To dig out the richness of time as revealed in the Bible, we must do a bit of spade-work, sifting through categories of words appearing in both Testaments. Immediately when we open the Bible we run smack-dab into one of those vital terms. Bereshith, the Hebrew name for Genesis, means “the start,” or “beginning.” Genesis 2:4 sums up the whole of the Book of Genesis, when it says, “This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created.” The Hebrew word for “history” appearing here is toledah, which means “generations.” Thus, Genesis is the historical account that measures and reports on the foundational generations of all humanity.


	“Genesis,” the English term, comes from the Greek word, geneseos, signifying “birth,” “generation,” or the history of origins. The emphasis is on events and circumstances that surround the foundational generations of the human family.


	Therefore, through the lens of the Bible, history is generational experience moving in a progressive pattern, toward a purpose. History must go forward from past into present, and finally into the future because it’s impossible to reverse directions, and go back into the past (unless some of the more exotic implications of string theory, an idea regarding the physical construction of the universe, are true).


	Forward progression necessitates a track on which history can move, and that is the meaning of time. Maimonides, a 12th century Torah scholar, understood the connection between historic movement and time. Time is the outcome, he said, “consequent upon motion.” Neither can exist without the other. “Motion does not exist except in time, and time cannot be conceived by the intellect except together with motion,” Maimonides thought. 


	 


	The ‘train’ of time


	Time is therefore like a train moving in a linear direction from a point of origin to a “terminal,” on wheels that cycle along the linear tracks. History is the sequence of events that repeat themselves in broad style in linear progression, and time is the medium in which the motion of history can occur. 


	We see this in both the Old and New Testaments—the Hebrew Bible and the Greek Bible. Both the Hebrew and Greek Bibles have special words to convey the reality of linear-cyclical time. Zemdna is translated “time” in the Old Testament, as is moed. Zemdna means time only in the sense of duration, the ticking of the clock. Moed refers to “appointed times,” those periods in which defining events and directional circumstances arise in the lives of people, their relationships, and institutions.


	The richness emerges in the conjunction of the two Hebrew words. The Moedim are the Feasts of Israel that mark significant intersections in space and time between the nation and God. Zemdna-time’s myriad of moments finally arrives at the Moedim, in which the Hebrews interact with God through observances by which they move beyond human time. Passover takes the Israelites back to the night in Egypt that secured their delivery. Purim is a spiritual trip back in the time of Esther, and her courageous acts by which the Hebrews were saved from the genocide planned for them by Haman. Yom Kippur reaches outside zemdna-time, and releases the grace of God within the era of Law. Grace is a constant in the eternal continuum, but will not appear in earth-time until the completion of Christ’s work on the cross, and yet is manifest in the moed of Passover and Yom Kippur.


	In fact, the coming of the Messiah and His fulfillment of the covenant promises within space-time is what makes the linkage of zemdna and moed extraordinary. All the rescue events in Israel’s experience brought about by God’s direct intervention from outside human time (zemdna) are “salvific,” that is, they point to the salvation that is reality in the eternal continuum, the Kingdom of Heaven, but which is yet to come in earth-time.


	The linkage of the Old and New Testaments is what makes the Bible. Therefore, it should not surprise us that the Greek language of the New Testament reflects the zemdna-moed motif. The parallel Greek word for zemdna, sequential time as experienced in the natural world, is kronos. Another Greek term, kairos, expresses the ideas carried in the Hebrew moed. In fact, the significance of the Moedim, the Feasts, is that they are prophetic, linking the zemdna-future with the overarching realities of Heaven’s time continuum.


	As the linkage of zemdna-moed in the Old Testament gives rise to the Feasts by which heavenly intervention in space-time is remembered, celebrated, and entered into once more, so there is linkage in the New Testament between kairos and kronos. This junction of the two qualities of time is expressed in the New Testament by the term, “the fullness of time.” In the Old, the arrival in the chronological calendar of the Moedim, constituted the “fullness of time.” In the New Testament, the arrival in chronological time of the reality to which the Feasts of Israel pointed is the “fullness of time.”


	Now the imagery is different. “Fullness” is from the Greek word, pleroma, which is seen graphically in the filling of a cup to the rim. Chronological time drips in seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, and years, until the cup of history reaches a degree of fullness. 


	 


	One Destination


	Every event celebrated in the Old Testament looked forward to one thing—the Coming of the Messiah. Therefore, Paul writes, in Galatians 4:4, that “when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law.” The Son exists eternally with the Father, and is therefore a remarkable kairos-Person who becomes incarnate in kronos-sequence. He is literally a Being from another dimension!


	When He appears in chronological order, He fulfills all creation history to that point. When He comes again, He will fulfill all of history from the time of the Resurrection and Ascension to the point of His Second Coming.


	One of the keys, therefore, that helps unlock the understanding of the Revelation visions is the awareness John is seeing and, through the Holy Spirit, conveying to us, the moed-kairos actualities within zemdna-kronos. If we view them only on the flat plane of one time-dimension, they make no sense.
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