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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	"I've had to accept that—that everyone cannot love me. Because when there's love, there's hate.”

	 — RM

	 


No More Dream was BTS’s debut song that came out in June 2013. In its charged choreography, the BTS member known as Jimin would make waves among the girls as he lifts his shirt up, revealing his defined abs, a daring display from the usually conservative Korea, especially for a group whose theme was not sexual in any way, shape, or form. Very few people who claim to be fans of BTS even know that song exists because of the major progress that BTS had made in their career in what had almost been a decade. 

	The Korean kpop machine, for decades, had a specific formula for creating a successful group. They took performers at a very young age, trained them for many years, put them through plastic surgery, and debuted them. BTS would be one of the first Hip Hop groups to debut. None of their members had had plastic surgery, and the members of the group had a lot more creative freedom than their counterparts. They sang about the things that were wrong with Korean society, which was a great risk that could’ve immediately ended their careers had it not been received well. Youth speaking out against elders is considered extremely rude, but their blunt honesty won over a lot of the youth who felt that they expressed emotions that they could only keep inside. 

	The song that made them a household name was I Need U, which had an emotionally charged and context-rich MV that led fans to construct multiple stories that made up the “Bangtan Universe.” That would also mark a shift in their music from concentrating heavily on hip-hop to having a more contemporary feel. That change would be the positive boost that they needed to get into mainstream success. I Need U would be the song that earned them their first award. 

	Their rise in fame was not predictable or expected. In fact, for a very long time, they were shunned by their peers as a group not worth mentioning. Those who mocked them, though, are now eating their hats as they have reached meteoric levels of success. Fans enjoy learning all they can about their favorite members' personalities. BTS’s career has not only been built on their musical talent but on their genuine relationship with their devoted fanbase known as ARMY. BTS fans have supported the group in all of their endeavors and enabled them to break numerous records through their highly coordinated support. BTS has always been humble and never shown signs that their fame and success have gotten to their heads which for many fans is a breath of fresh air as many celebrities begin to think they’re too famous to connect with fans.

	“The music helped me sympathize with our young generation and also empathize with them. I’d like to create and write more music that represents them,” J-hope (Jung Hoseok) once said in an interview. Their music often chronicled their own struggles as they grew from teenage hood to adulthood and appealed not just to girls in their early teens as other groups tended to focus on. But their message resonated with and was a source of peace and understanding for those who felt lost while trying to transition to a new stage of life. Considering the high suicide rate in Korea, their concentration on songs that dealt with mental health and wanting to give up but still keep a positive attitude was much needed, particularly during the pandemic when their popularity boomed. 
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