
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


MY 7TH HUSBAND

A NOVEL

BY 

Warren Fjord

All Rights Reserved The material within this book is secured under copyright laws. Any form of duplication is firmly forbidden without explicit written consent from either the publisher or the author, except in cases permitted by U.S. copyright legislation.

Copyright ©, Warren Fjord, 2024



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


[image: image]




As I bring the journey of "My 7th Husband" to its conclusion, I am filled with immense gratitude and a deep sense of appreciation for those who have made this book a reality.

First and foremost, my heartfelt thanks to my family, whose unwavering support and love have been my anchor and inspiration. To my partner, for understanding the late nights and for being the sounding board for countless ideas. Your belief in my vision has been a source of strength.

A special acknowledgment to the wonderful community of artists, writers, and creatives whose stories and experiences have infused this work with authenticity and depth. Your passion for art and culture has been a guiding light in crafting this narrative.

I extend my sincere gratitude to my editor, whose keen eye and insightful suggestions have immeasurably enriched this manuscript. Your patience and dedication have been pivotal in shaping this story into what it is today.

To my literary agent and publishing team, thank you for taking a chance on this story and for your relentless efforts in bringing it to the readers. Your enthusiasm and commitment have been nothing short of extraordinary.

A big thank you to my research team, who assisted with the meticulous details, ensuring the accuracy and richness of the cultural and humanitarian aspects of the story. Your hard work has been invaluable.

I am also indebted to the early readers and beta testers - your feedback, encouragement, and constructive criticism have been crucial in refining this novel.

And finally, to you, the readers, who embark on this journey with Evelyn and Alexander - your engagement and imagination breathe life into these pages. This story is now as much yours as it is mine.

With profound gratitude,

Title: "My 7th Husband"

Genre:

Romantic Drama

Setting: Various international locations, reflecting the protagonist's journey and her relationships.

Reflection on The Journey: Looking back at the growth and changes.

The Role of the 7th Husband: Understanding his impact and significance.

Closing Subplots: Final scenes for secondary characters.

Lasting Emotional Impact: The protagonist's emotional evolution.

The Future: Hints at what lies ahead for the couple.

Reflections on Love and Life: Philosophical and emotional insights.

The Final Chapter: A satisfying closure to the story.

Epilogue: A glimpse into the future, tying up

Genre:

Romantic Drama

Main Characters:

Evelyn Hartley: The protagonist, a sophisticated and successful woman in her late 40s. She's experienced in love but still searching for something meaningful.

Alexander (Alex) Reed: Evelyn's seventh husband, a charismatic and worldly humanitarian worker.

Previous Husbands: Six men from Evelyn's past, each representing a different phase of her life and love.

BACKGROUND:

Name: Evelyn Hartley

Age: Mid-40s at the start of the story

Occupation: Art Curator and Cultural Innovator

Education: Master in Art History from a prestigious university

Personality Traits: Intelligent, compassionate, resilient, introspective, and culturally sophisticated. Evelyn possesses a strong sense of independence and a deep appreciation for beauty and art. She is reflective, often contemplating the nuances of relationships and personal growth.

FAMILY LIFE

Parents: Raised by supportive, albeit traditional, parents who valued education and culture. Her father was a university professor, and her mother a librarian. Her upbringing was comfortable, instilling in her a love for learning and the arts.

Siblings: Younger sister, Sophie Hartley, with whom she shares a close but occasionally complex relationship. Sophie's life choices are more conventional, sometimes leading to subtle tensions, but underpinned by mutual love and respect.

Marital History: Prior to meeting Alexander (her seventh husband), Evelyn had six marriages, each contributing to her emotional and personal development. Her previous marriages varied in duration and reasons for ending, ranging from youthful idealism and mismatched ambitions to deeper emotional disconnects. These experiences shaped her understanding of love, commitment, and self-awareness.

Children: None at the beginning of her story with Alexander, though there are hints at considering starting a family or expanding their family through other means in later chapters. Her relationship with her nephew, Lucas, shows her nurturing side and her potential for maternal care.

Extended Family: A network of cousins, aunts, and uncles, mostly supportive but somewhat distant. Her family life is more focused on her immediate family and the new family she builds with Alexander.

Evelyn's character is one of evolution and depth. Her background and family life provide the foundation for her complex character, influencing her approach to relationships, her career, and her understanding of herself. As the protagonist, her journey is one of self-discovery, resilience, and the pursuit of a harmonious balance between personal fulfillment and shared love.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF EVELYN:

General Appearance: Evelyn is in her mid-40s, exuding an air of timeless elegance. She possesses a graceful composure that reflects her cultural sophistication and inner strength. Her posture is confident, yet there’s a softness in her demeanor that makes her approachable.

Height and Build: She stands at an average height with a poised, slender build. Her movements are deliberate and graceful, reminiscent of someone aware of their own body and space.

Facial Features: Evelyn has a refined face, with high cheekbones and a gentle jawline. Her eyes are a striking shade of hazel, expressive and often reflective of her thoughts and emotions. Her smile is warm and inviting, lighting up her face and often putting others at ease.

Hair: She sports medium-length hair, which she often styles in elegant, simple ways that suit professional settings. The color is a rich chestnut, often catching the light with subtle hints of auburn.

Evelyn’s skin is fair. It shows signs of careful care and perhaps the faint marks of time. She wears them proudly. Her complexion is clear, adding to her poised appearance.

Fashion Sense: Her wardrobe mixes classic and modern styles. It leans towards understated elegance. She prefers quality to quantity. She likes clothes that are stylish and comfortable. Her outfits often have tasteful, unique jewelry. The jewelry reflects her love for art.

Overall Presence: Evelyn’s overall presence is that of a woman who knows herself. She carries an air of quiet confidence and understated sophistication. Her style, posture, and demeanor reflect her journey. They also show her position as a respected figure in the art world.

In her physical description, Evelyn embodies the attributes of grace, elegance, and strength. Her appearance reflects her character. It's a mix of resilience, sophistication, and warmth.

THE PRELUDE

Evelyn Hartley, a renowned art curator, is successful, respected, and seemingly fulfilled. Yet, her personal life tells a story of six failed marriages, each unique in its lessons and heartbreaks. As she navigates her high-profile career, her romantic past is a blend of fond memories and painful regrets.

An Unexpected Encounter

While organizing an international art exhibition in Paris, Evelyn meets Alexander Reed, a humanitarian worker with a passion for global cultures and art. Despite her reservations about love, she finds herself drawn to his idealism and zest for life.

Part 3: A Whirlwind Romance

Evelyn and Alex embark on a whirlwind romance that spans across various countries. Each destination brings new challenges and revelations. Evelyn begins to hope that this time, love might last.

Part 4: Shadows of the Past

As they plan their wedding, Evelyn's past begins to catch up with her. Encounters with her ex-husbands bring back memories and unresolved issues. Each man reveals a piece of Evelyn’s evolving identity, challenging her relationship with Alex.

Part 5: The Seventh Vow

Evelyn and Alex marry in an intimate ceremony in Tuscany. But their newlywed bliss is short-lived as they face their first major challenge. Alex’s commitment to his humanitarian work creates a rift, leaving Evelyn feeling abandoned and questioning her decision.

Part 6: Love in the Time of Turmoil

The couple faces external pressures as Alex’s work takes him to politically unstable regions. Evelyn, struggling to balance her career and her desire to support Alex, finds herself at a crossroads.

Part 7: The Ultimate Test

A crisis abroad leads Alex to make a life-threatening decision, and Evelyn must confront her deepest fears. This test of love and commitment brings the couple to the brink.

Part 8: Resolutions and Revelations

Surviving the crisis, Evelyn and Alex return to their roots, where they first met. They reflect on their journey, understanding that true love is not about perfection but about growing together through challenges.

Part 9: A New Beginning

The novel closes with Evelyn and Alex reaffirming their commitment to each other. Evelyn realizes that her journey through love and her six previous marriages have shaped her into the woman she is today – ready for a life with Alex, her seventh and final husband.

THEME:

"My 7th Husband" is a story of enduring love, personal growth, and the everlasting quest for emotional fulfillment. It’s a tale that resonates with anyone who's ever loved, lost, and dared to love again.
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The novel "My 7th Husband" is captivating. It introduces readers to Evelyn Hartley, a famous art curator. She lives a life filled with culture, deep emotions, and a relentless quest for love. Her story's core is her transformative relationship with Alexander. He was her seventh husband. His entrance marks a turning point in her life.

Evelyn's journey is not about finding love but also about discovering herself. With each of her marriages, she learns invaluable lessons. They range from youthful idealism to deep emotional connections. They are about resilience, passion, and the complexities of the human heart. Her story is a testament to the power of experience in shaping one’s destiny.

She navigates the intricacies of her latest marriage with Alexander, a dedicated humanitarian. Evelyn finds herself at the crossroads of her past and future. They embark on a journey. It challenges their dreams and tests their commitment. It leads them to a shared vision. Their story is set in a world rich in art and culture. But global crises touch their lives.

"My 7th Husband" is about love. It shows love in many forms. It shows passion mixed with purpose. And it shows the beauty of second chances. Evelyn and Alexander work on building a legacy. It combines art with helping others. As they do this, they find the true essence of partnership and the lasting power of love. The novel is captivating. It explores the human condition. It is an ode to the enduring quest for companionship. It celebrates the power of love and shared dreams.
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CHAPTER 1

[image: image]






	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


THE ART OF LIVING
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Evelyn Hartley stepped into the grand foyer of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, her presence as commanding as the timeless masterpieces that adorned its walls. In her late forties, she exuded an elegance that was both effortless and meticulously curated, much like the exhibitions she was famous for organizing. Her hair, a cascade of silver-streaked chestnut, fell gracefully around her shoulders, complementing her sharp, intelligent eyes that seemed to hold a world of stories.

As a renowned art curator, Evelyn's reputation preceded her in every corner of the global art world. Her knack for reviving forgotten artists and bringing contemporary geniuses to the forefront was almost legendary. Yet, despite her professional acclaim, her personal life was a tapestry of intricate patterns, woven with threads of joy, pain, learning, and unlearning.

Evelyn’s romantic history was as complex and rich as the art she loved. She had journeyed through love six times over, each marriage a distinct chapter of her life, each husband a brushstroke that colored her canvas in a different hue. From her first love, a passionate but naive romance in her early twenties, to her sixth, a mature, respectful, yet ultimately unfulfilling union, each relationship had shaped her, taught her, and left its mark.

Now, standing amidst the echoes of history and beauty, Evelyn was a portrait of resilience and grace. Her experiences had sculpted her into a woman of strength, empathy, and a deep understanding of the human heart. Yet beneath her composed exterior, there lingered a restless spirit, a yearning for a connection that transcended the ordinary—a love that would endure the shifting sands of time.

As she moved through the museum, preparing for the upcoming exhibition, her mind occasionally drifted. She thought of her past loves, each a stepping stone to the person she had become. She wondered if love would find her again, if there was yet another chapter to be written in her book of life.

But for now, Evelyn focused on the present, on the art that was her refuge and passion. Little did she know that a chance encounter was waiting just around the corner, one that would introduce her to Alexander Reed, her seventh husband, and lead her on a journey that would redefine everything she knew about love, art, and herself.
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CHAPTER 2 

[image: image]






	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


A MOSAIC OF MEMORIES
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As the evening dimmed into twilight, Evelyn sat in her cozy study, surrounded by books and mementos from her travels. The room was a sanctuary, a place where she could reflect on her journey through life and love. Tonight, her mind wandered through the corridors of her past, revisiting the chapters of her six marriages, each a unique story that had contributed to her tapestry of growth.

1. The Romantic Dreamer: Michael

Evelyn’s first marriage was to Michael, a fellow art student she met in college. Theirs was a romance fueled by youthful passion and dreams. Michael, with his idealistic views and artistic fervor, had swept her off her feet. They married young, driven by a naive belief in a perfect love. But as reality set in, their inexperience and financial struggles took a toll. Their marriage, though brimming with love, couldn't withstand the pressures of everyday life. From Michael, Evelyn learned about the beauty and fragility of first love.

2. The Ambitious Tycoon: Richard
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