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Disclaimer 

This book is intended for informational and 

educational purposes only. It explores the 

tragic true crime case surrounding the murder 

of Skylar Neese and presents a narrative 

based on publicly available information, 

including news reports, court records, 

interviews, and other documented sources. 

Every effort has been made to present the 

facts accurately; however, the author and 

publisher do not guarantee the absolute 

completeness or accuracy of all details 

presented. 

Some sections of this book may include 

reconstructed dialogue, interpretations of 

events, and narrative descriptions intended to 

provide context and readability. These 

elements are based on available information 

but should not be interpreted as verbatim records unless specifically stated. Certain 

timelines or perspectives may reflect the 

author’s interpretation of the publicly known 

facts. 

This book does not seek to sensationalize 

violence or exploit tragedy. The purpose of this 

work is to examine the circumstances 

surrounding the case, the investigative 

process, and the broader social and 

psychological lessons that emerged from it. 

Discussions of crime, violence, and legal 

proceedings are included for the purpose of 

understanding the events and their impact on 

individuals, families, and communities. 

Readers should be aware that this book 

contains descriptions of violent events and 

emotional subject matter that may be 

disturbing to some audiences. Discretion is 

advised. 

The author and publisher respect the memory 

of Skylar Neese and acknowledge the 

profound loss experienced by her family, friends, and community. This book is not 

affiliated with, authorized by, or endorsed by 

the Neese family, the families of those involved 

in the case, or any law enforcement agencies 

connected to the investigation. Any mention of 

individuals is based solely on public records 

and reporting. 

All opinions expressed in this work are those of 

the author and are not intended to represent 

the views of any individuals, organizations, or 

institutions referenced in the narrative. This 

publication should not be considered legal 

advice, psychological analysis, or an official 

account of the investigation. 

By reading this book, the reader acknowledges 

that the work is a narrative interpretation of a 

documented criminal case intended to inform 

and encourage reflection on the complex issues surrounding crime, justice, and human 

relationships. 
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Introduction

“Betrayal  rarely  comes  from enemies. It comes from the people you trust the most.” 

In  the  early  hours  of  July  6,  2012,  in  the quiet college  town  of  Star  City,  West  Virginia,  a teenage girl quietly climbed out of her bedroom window  while  her  parents slept only a few feet away.  The  act  seemed  harmless,  even  ordinary in  the  context  of  teenage  rebellion.  For  many adolescents,  sneaking  out  late  at  night  is  little more than an attempt at freedom, a brief escape from rules and curfews. But for sixteen-year-old Skylar Annette Neese, that decision marked the beginning  of  a  horrifying  chain  of  events  that would  end  her  life  and  shatter  the  illusion  of safety  in  a  community  that  believed  it  was immune to such brutality. 

Star City sits just across the Monongahela River from  Morgantown,  a  lively  college  town  home to  West  Virginia  University.  With  a  population of only a few thousand residents, it was the type of  place  where  neighbors  recognized  one another  at  the  grocery  store,  where  parents believed  their  children  could  walk home safely after  dark,  and  where  violent  crime  felt  distant and  unlikely.  Families  built  their  lives  around work,  school,  church,  and  community gatherings.  It  was  not  a  place  associated  with national headlines or true crime investigations. 

Skylar Neese was born on February 10, 1996, to Dave and Mary Neese. She was their only child, a  bright  and  energetic  teenager  who  balanced school    responsibilities     with    the  usual experiences  of  adolescence.  She  worked part-time  at  Wendy’s, attended University High School, and spent much of her free time texting friends, watching movies, and talking about the future.  Those  who  knew her described a young woman  with  a  strong  personality,  a  quick  wit, and  a  stubborn  streak  that  often  surfaced  in playful arguments with friends. 

To  her  parents,  she  was  the  center  of  their world.  Dave  Neese  worked  as  a  product assembler  for  Walmart, while Mary Neese held a  position  as  an  administrative  assistant  at  a local  cardiology  office.  Their  home  life  was stable  and  predictable,  defined  by  routines  that had  not  changed  much  over  the  years.  Skylar attended  school,  completed  her  shifts  at  work, and  spent  long  evenings  communicating  with friends through social media and text messages. 

Among  those  friends,  two  girls  held  a particularly  important  place  in  Skylar’s  life: Rachel  Shoaf  and  Shelia  Eddy.  The  three teenagers  had  formed a close bond that seemed unbreakable.  They  attended  the  same  school, shared  classes,  spent  weekends  together,  and communicated  constantly  through  texting  and social  media.  To  outsiders,  they  appeared inseparable,  the  type  of  trio  that  defined  high school friendship. 

Photographs  posted  online  showed  them smiling,  laughing,  and  leaning  against  one another  in  casual  poses  that  reflected  the intensity  of  teenage  loyalty.  They  joked  about their  friendship  publicly  on  Twitter  and Facebook,  exchanging  messages  that  seemed affectionate  and  sincere.  To  their  classmates, teachers,  and  families,  they  were  simply  three best  friends  growing  up  together  in  a  small town. 

Yet  beneath  the  surface  of  that  friendship, tensions  had begun to develop. Teenagers often experience  shifting  alliances  and  emotional conflicts that feel overwhelming in the moment. Words  exchanged  during  arguments  can  carry more  weight  than  they might in adulthood, and minor disagreements can escalate quickly when pride,  jealousy,  and  insecurity  enter  the equation. 

In  the  months  leading  up  to  July  2012,  subtle changes  had  begun  to  appear  in  the  dynamic between  the  three  girls.  Some  classmates noticed  disagreements  that  seemed  out  of character  for  such  close  friends.  Social  media posts  hinted  at  frustration  and  resentment, though  the  messages  were  vague  enough  that outsiders  could  not  fully  understand  their meaning. 

One  tweet  from  Skylar  Neese,  posted  in  the months  before  her  death,  would  later  become hauntingly  famous  once  the  truth  of  the  case emerged.  She  wrote:  “Sick  of  being  at  fucking home  thanks  to  two  fake  bitches.” At the time, it  appeared  to  be  little  more  than  a  typical teenage  complaint.  Few  people  could  have imagined  how  deeply those words reflected the reality of what was unfolding. 

On  the  night  of  July  5, 2012, Skylar finished a late  shift  at  Wendy’s  and  returned  home sometime  after  midnight.  Her  parents  believed she was settling in for the night. The house was quiet,  and  nothing  appeared  unusual.  But shortly  after  12:30  a.m.  on  July  6, surveillance cameras  from  a  nearby  apartment  complex captured  a  brief  moment  that  would  later become  a  key  piece  of  evidence  in  the investigation. 

The  footage showed Skylar climbing out of her bedroom  window  and  walking across the street to meet a car waiting in the darkness. Inside that car were Rachel Shoaf and Shelia Eddy, the two friends she trusted most. 

To  Skylar,  the  moment  likely  felt  routine.  She had  sneaked  out  before  to  spend  time  with friends,  and  she  had  no  reason  to  believe  this night  would  be  different.  The  girls  had  agreed to  drive  around,  talk,  and  spend  time  together away from their homes. 

What  Skylar  did  not  know  was  that  her  two closest friends had already made a decision that would forever change the course of their lives. 

Earlier  that  night,  Rachel  Shoaf  and  Shelia Eddy  had  discussed  a  plan.  The  details  would later  emerge  during  a  confession  that  shocked investigators  and  devastated  Skylar’s  family. According  to  Shoaf’s  statement,  the  two  girls had  decided  that  they  no  longer  wanted  Skylar in  their  lives.  The  reasoning  behind  that decision was disturbingly simple. 

They said they did not like her anymore. 

The  plan  they  created  was  chilling  in  its simplicity.  They  would  pick  Skylar  up  in  the middle  of  the  night,  drive  her  to  a  remote area across the Pennsylvania state line, and kill her. 

For  investigators  and  psychologists  who  later examined  the  case,  the  motivation  behind  the crime  raised  troubling  questions  about  the nature  of  teenage  violence.  Unlike  many murders that involve financial motives, revenge, or  long-standing  hatred,  the  killing  of  Skylar Neese  appeared  to  emerge  from  emotional resentment  and  distorted  thinking  among  three adolescents. 

The girls drove approximately thirty miles from Morgantown  to  a  secluded  area  near  Brave, Pennsylvania. The rural location, surrounded by woods  and  far  from  residential  neighborhoods, provided  the  isolation  they  believed  they needed. 

Once  they  arrived,  the  girls  exited  the  vehicle and  began  walking  together  down  a  dark  path. The  night  air  was  quiet,  broken  only  by  the sounds  of  insects  and  distant  rustling  in  the trees. 

According  to  Rachel  Shoaf’s  later  confession, she and Shelia Eddy had counted to three before attacking. 

What  followed  was  an  act  of  violence  that stunned  even  experienced  investigators.  The two teenagers stabbed Skylar repeatedly, ending her  life  in  a  brutal  assault  that  lasted  only minutes  but  carried  consequences  that  would ripple  through  families,  communities,  and courtrooms for years. 

After  the  attack,  the  girls  attempted  to  conceal the  crime.  They  dragged  Skylar’s  body  into  a wooded  area  and  covered  it  with  branches  and debris. Then they returned to their car and drove back  to  West  Virginia,  behaving  as  though nothing had happened. 

By  the  time  the  sun  rose  on  July  6,  Skylar Neese  had  vanished,  and  her  parents  had  no idea  that  their  daughter  would  never  return home. 

When  Dave  and  Mary  Neese  discovered  that Skylar  was  missing,  they  initially  assumed  she had  left  the  house  voluntarily.  Teenagers occasionally  ran  away or stayed overnight with friends  without  notifying  their  parents.  But  as hours turned into a full day without contact, the concern deepened. 

Skylar  had  left behind personal belongings that suggested  she  intended  to  return.  Her  phone charger  remained  plugged  in  at  home.  Her bedroom  showed  no  signs  of  preparation  for  a long absence. 

Within a short time, the Neese family contacted authorities and reported her disappearance. 

The  investigation  that  followed  would  stretch across  months,  filled  with  uncertainty,  hope, and  growing  suspicion.  Police  interviewed friends  and  classmates,  searching  for  clues about  Skylar’s  last  known  movements.  Rachel Shoaf and Shelia Eddy presented themselves as concerned  friends  who  were  desperate  for answers. 

They  appeared  on  television  interviews expressing      sadness      about      Skylar’s disappearance.  They  posted messages on social media  asking  for  information.  To  observers watching  from  outside  the  investigation,  they seemed  like  grieving  teenagers  struggling  to understand the loss of a friend. 

Behind the scenes, however, investigators began noticing inconsistencies. 

Phone records revealed communication between the  girls  during  the  hours  surrounding Skylar’s disappearance.  Surveillance  footage  confirmed that Skylar had indeed climbed out her window and  entered  a  waiting  car.  As  detectives continued examining evidence, questions began forming about what truly happened during those early morning hours. 

For  months,  the  case  remained  a  mystery. Skylar  Neese  was  classified  as  a  missing person, and search teams combed wooded areas hoping  to  locate  her.  Volunteers  distributed flyers  across  Morgantown  and  surrounding communities.  The  Neese  family  appeared  on television  and  spoke  to  reporters,  pleading  for any  information  that  might  help  bring  their daughter home. 

During that time, Rachel Shoaf and Shelia Eddy continued living their lives. 

They  attended  school,  spent  time  with  friends, and  maintained  an  outward  appearance  of normalcy  that  would  later  horrify  those  who learned  the  truth.  In  one  widely  circulated photograph  posted online months after Skylar’s disappearance,  Shelia  Eddy  smiled  while standing  beside  a  message that read “We really did go on three.” 

The  meaning  of  that  statement  would  not become clear until much later. 

By  late  2012  and  early  2013,  investigators had begun  applying  increased  pressure  during interviews  with  the  two  girls.  Detectives  had collected  enough  evidence  to  suspect  that  the answers  they  needed  were  closer  than  anyone originally believed. 

On January 3, 2013, Rachel Shoaf finally broke down during an interrogation. 

Overwhelmed by guilt and emotional strain, she confessed  to  the  crime. Her statement provided investigators  with  the  details  they  had  been searching  for  since  the  beginning  of  the investigation. 

The  confession  revealed  not  only  how  Skylar had  died  but  also  the  shocking  reality  that  her killers  had  been  the  two  people  she  trusted most. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  law  enforcement officers  traveled  to  the  wooded  area  in Pennsylvania  described  in  Shoaf’s  confession. There,  beneath  branches  and  debris,  they located the remains of Skylar Neese. 

For Dave and Mary Neese, the discovery ended months  of agonizing uncertainty but replaced it with an unimaginable grief. 

The  girl  who  had  climbed  out  her  window expecting  a  night  with  friends  had  instead walked into a deadly betrayal. 

As  the  investigation  moved  forward,  the  case would  expose  disturbing  truths  about  secrecy, deception,  and  the  hidden  emotional  worlds  of teenagers.  It  would  raise  questions  about  the warning  signs  that  adults  sometimes  overlook and about the devastating consequences that can emerge  when  resentment  grows  unchecked among young people. 

The  murder  of  Skylar  Neese  quickly  captured national  attention.  News  outlets  across  the United States reported on the story, focusing on the  chilling  reality  that  two  teenage  girls  had murdered  their  best  friend  and  continued pretending to search for her afterward. 

