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DEDICATION


There are five people that I would like to dedicate this book to, first my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, without whom I would have had no hope of doing anything except dying in my sins and going to hell. Throughout my life He has led me, albeit sometimes through waters deep, but He has never led me through anything that I couldn’t handle with His mighty arm to lean on, and just like the poem “Footprints in the sand” I can’t possibly recall how many times He carried me when I was simply too weak to walk on my own; He has loved me, brought me to salvation, inspired me to write about His Word, provided my needs, and many of my wants to. And He has done all this, even at times when I was aloof to Him, and I can say unequivocally that unlike me, He is totally faithful, loving, caring, and unwavering. He is slow to anger, quick to forgive, and totally holy. I could go on and on extolling His virtues until an entire book was written, but in my humble opinion the phrase “Jesus Loves You,” says it all.


The 2nd person is my wife Frances June Hutson McNeely, she is my soul mate, partner, lover, and secretary, I tend to have lofty ideas, and goals, that usually are very difficult to accomplish, my wife, however, is very down to earth and practical, but in many ways more creative than me. She works in a daycare facility, in the toddler room, and as many of you probably know toddlers can be a real handful. But my wife lovingly deals with them with the patience of Job and works tirelessly making projects and activities at her expense, for them to learn from. She also helps me with my computer skills, which shall we say leave something to be desired; anytime I encounter something dealing with computers, that I can’t manage, I can count on her to rectify the situation, she is really talented with computers, when I was a music director in church, she was the one who arranged all my powerpoints, and presentations, and dealt with the copyright people, who controlled all the songs we used in praise and worship; this was in addition to teaching a Sunday school class. At times I can be very difficult to live with, because I tend to be impatient; despite this, my wife has stuck with me for 25 years through thick and thin, always supporting, loving, and respecting me unconditionally, she rejoices with me in my joys and triumphs, and weeps with me in my sorrows and failures. And she is not afraid to call me down when I’m in error.  My love and admiration for her are too deep for display or description. Therefore, she has earned the right to have this book dedicated to her as well.  


The 3rd person is my mother, Phyllis Mae Rife McNeely, who went home to be with her Lord in August 2002.  Once upon a time in 1964, I sat in her lap as a small 2-year-old boy, on a windswept hillside in Ensenada Mexico, looking out over the Pacific Ocean. As I was gazing at this dreamy scene, my young eyes caught a flicker of movement in the ocean, I sat bolt upright, looked closer, and saw that it was a whale! In the shrill musical voice of the very young, I cried out: “Mama! A Whale!”  Mama replied, “Yes, sweetie I see it, isn’t it beautiful.”  Now it may seem strange that a 2-year-old would know what a whale is, but you see at that early date in my young life, my mother had already begun reading Bible stories to me, including the story of Jonah and the whale; and she did it with such colorful, imaginative storytelling, that she literally made the stories come to life in my young mind. So I would like to dedicate this book to her also, because, without her, my interest in God’s Word would not be what it is today.    


The 4th person is my father, Harry David McNeely II; he gave me a good solid grounding in the sound doctrine of Gods Holy Word, without which I would be at the tender mercies of vain man-made philosophies. Daddy was a preacher, and made sure that all his children received a proper education in God’s Word, to this day when I have a question about some point of doctrine in the Bible, Daddy can either answer it or quickly look it up, so even at 88, his mind is still sharp. Daddy also has what in my opinion, is the uncanny ability to glance at a piece of music and immediately start humming or whistling the tune. Throughout my life he has never failed to set me straight about what is right and wrong; and I love, honor, and reverence him for it. So I think it's only proper to dedicate this book to him also.    


The 5th person is my oldest sister Beverly Ann McNeely; she is a really strong person and a warrior poet of the Cross. Throughout my life she has been an emotional anchor for me, whenever I’ve faced difficult situations, I’ve often found myself asking “What would Bev do?”  Beverly’s level of spiritual insight is astounding! Things that have taken me years to research, meditate on, and finally understand, are child’s play to her, she is a spiritual virtuoso. She is also a successful business owner and proprietor, if I could ever be half the preacher that she has been to me, I would be like Billy Graham!  Therefore, this book is also dedicated to her.    


HONORABLE MENTIONS




There are two more people I must mention, some would say they aren't people; However to me they are people. I'm referring to Samson my little Dachshund, or what most people call a “Weenie Dog” and Pepper, my Pit, or what most people call a “Pit Bull Dog.” Samson is my faithful companion wherever I go inside my house. When I am sitting at my desk writing; He is usually lying down on the floor, in the leg well of my desk, close to my feet.  Occasionally Samson will emerge from there, put his little paws on my thigh, and bark loudly; As if to say: “Hey! Remember me! When he does this, I will usually pick him up, set him on my lap, and talk to him, as if he were my infant son.  After I talk to Samson and pet him for a few minutes, he is happy, and I set him down to begin my work again.  Pepper is really my son Steven's pet, however, since I am currently unemployed, she spends more time with me. She is fully grown, and more intelligent than Samson, and is a very diligent watchdog; I call her “Pretty Girl.” Dogs are truly wonderful creatures, and I believe that God created them to be man's best friend, my little Samson and Pepper, have surely taught me a few things about unconditional love.  






INTRODUCTION






Please allow me to introduce myself, my full name is David Gregson McNeely Sr. However, in daily life I go simply by “Greg” No one besides my mother ever called me “David” or “Gregson” My mother named me “Gregson” because that was the last name of an evangelist which she was very fond of. Ok with all that personal information aside; I am a writer, and a prophet of God the Father; also known as Yahweh, Elohim, El Shadi, Jehovah, and The Great I AM, among many other names. To some, this bold assertion may seem like brash arrogance on my part. However, this is not the case; I am simply stating a point of fact. Just to clarify; the word “prophet” covers a lot of ground, it can mean anything from a simple church Pastor to a patriarchal tribal chieftain, like father Abraham, or a  redoubtable leader of God's people like Moses, who received direct verbal communication from God on Mount Sinai. The point is; that a “prophet” is any person, male or female, who preaches Gods Word. If you doubt this, I suggest you read Luke 2:36,


And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity.


This companion verse is talking about a woman from Galilee who prophesied about the birth of Jesus; She was the daughter of a man named Phanuel, and was a descendant of the Galilean tribe of Asher, she was very old, and her husband had died seven years after their marriage.   


I am a minor prophet like Obadiah, as opposed to a major prophet like Isaiah. In my case, God gave me my first prophecy in the form of a dream when I was twelve years old. Since then He has given me more prophecies, through His divine voice, speaking in my thoughts, these prophetic thoughts from God's voice were written down years later, this commentary was developed from a prophecy which God gave to me in the late summer of 2007. God has very seldom spoken to me in visions. The first time I became aware that I was a prophet, was at the age of eleven in 1973; when on a warm, late, and breezy summer evening, during my summer school vacation of that year, my mother, Phyllis Mae Rife McNeely, herself a prophetess, who is now with her Lord Jesus in glory; revealed to me, and several other family members, a vision that the Lord had given to her, about my oldest sister Beverly, and I. She said in her vision; the Lord told her that I was a prophet, and my sister was a spiritual matriarch. One year later, in the summer of 1974, the Lord sent me a dream about the future of the area I lived in then; at that time, I didn't understand the dream. And I never did fully understand it until thirty-six years later, in the summer of 2010, at which time the Lord revealed its meaning to me! One year, and five months later in November of 1975, God gave me a prophecy in the form His divine voice speaking in my thoughts, which then began to coalesce into one of the few visions which God has given me.  His divine voice, turned vision, revealed to me: the bleak future of the reprehensible grotesque practices of abortion, and child abuse, in America, and the world at large. Trust me: it isn't pretty! The full meaning of that prophecy has not been revealed to me as yet.  In the summer of 1985, at the age of twenty-three, God revealed a few particulars about His origin to me. In the summer of 1986, God revealed a few things to me about the nature of time, space, creation, and the pure impossibility of willful travel by a human being, within the fourth dimension. God has not given me prophecies according to an on-demand basis, as false prophets seem to suggest He does for them. God has given me prophecies according to an unpredictable pattern for thirty-nine years now, slowly acclimating me to His will and calling for me, as a prophet. He first started encouraging me to write down my prophecies in the summer of 2005. Since then I have written down all the prophecies that God has given me, plus a lot of sermons and outlines, including this commentary.  


During this introduction, and commentary, I will occasionally say and assert things that will doubtless be offensive to some people, particularly if they are believers in the false “Happy Joy,” or “Health and Wealth” Gospels. It is not my intention to be offensive or crude; it's simply that I am a prophet, not a diplomat, or a politician. Political correctness and slick schmoozing don't concern me, my concern is telling things the way God reveals them to me, and relating my experiences the way they happened to me.  If you are a serious student of Bible prophecy, you will readily recognize that the life of a genuine prophet is fraught with frustrated cursing, weeping, sighing, unhappiness, anger, serious circumspect thought, and intense contemplation, that is not given over to glib humor, and thoughtless levity.  The reason for this is simple. Prophecy is a serious calling, which is imposed on someone by the unassailable will of God. If a person has simply decided to start doing it, on their own, without Gods urging, it is not a genuine calling from God, and is false! God takes prophecy very seriously, and He holds His prophets responsible for what He tells them, and expects them to stay true, and accurate to His messages. Therefore, prophecy carries with it great responsibility, and great consequences; in its genuine form, it is not for the faint of heart! It is not my intention to discourage prophecy; I am simply pointing out that prophecy is not something to be taken lightly, or glibly, and it should not be toyed with because God doesn't deal kindly with false prophets!


These facts are well illustrated in Isaiah 6:5, Jeremiah 9:1, Jeremiah 20:9, and Ezekiel 3:14 and Ezekiel 3: 18.  


Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.


Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!


 


Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.  


So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.


When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hand. 


In the first scripture, Isaiah reveals that he often cursed, with (“unclean lips”) in his role as a prophet, because the Jews were a stubborn lot, who cursed him, for prophesying unhappy messages to them from God!  In the second scripture, Jeremiah demonstrates that he often wept unhappily while prophesying to Israel, (because of their stubborn resistance to Gods will); and again in the third scripture, Jeremiah reveals that he sometimes resisted Gods will, and tried to keep silent, but couldn't do it for long, because God turned the words into a burning sensation in his bones!  In the fourth scripture, Ezekiel makes it plain that he sometimes resisted Gods calling as a prophet with hot, vehement, anger; however, he too couldn't resist for long, because the power of God had him in an iron grip, and physically carried him to the location where God wanted him to prophesy! And finally in the fifth scripture, God tells Ezekiel that if He has given Ezekiel a message for someone, and he refuses to deliver it to them, and they die as a result of his inaction; then He (God) will hold Ezekiel responsible not only for that person's death but also for their damnation in hell!  As I said earlier, prophecy is not to be toyed with!


The power of God has had me in an iron grip since the day I was born. I was born in Colombia, South Carolina in March 1962, where my father was attending Columbia Bible College. He moved us all (himself, my mother, three sisters, and I), to Mexico in 1964 to run a foreign missions church, for the church of Christ. I started paying honest attention to religious matters, and the ways of God at the age of eight. Unfortunately, however, I wallowed in murky spiritual confusion for many years.  There are three very basic reasons for this, 1. A very common lack of clear understanding of the cryptic language of the King James Bible. 2. Being exposed to many man-made philosophies, which are non-Biblical, “religious fiction,” and 3. Stubborn resistance to Gods will because it frightened me. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I eventually became spiritually mature, overcame these spiritual stumbling blocks, and at the age of fifty-one, finally got a firm grip on Gods will  for my life.


However, before I finally got on track with God's will, I waded through forty-three eventful years of deep involvement in the warp and woof of Christian ministry, which I can honestly tell you were not joyful, or pleasant, especially during the ministry I was involved in from 2004, until 2010.  In fact, during those six years, I was exposed to some real human ugliness, especially in the form of so-called “Christians,” who were nothing more than self-serving hypocrites, and were involved in Christian ministry, for their selfish plans, rather than for the glory of God!  So if at times I am less than flattering in my assessment of bad Christian behavior, you need to keep in mind that genuine prophets are bluntly honest!  Since I have this God-given trait, I will boldly assert:  I feel the reason that many potential converts are turned off to Christianity, is because they have heard many firsthand accounts from people who became Christians and were spoon fed a load of sugarcoated “religious fiction”, about what their earthly lives would be like after they became Christians. In other words, they were told that when they became Christians, their earthly lives would suddenly become very pleasant, and idealistic. Again, I assert: nothing could be further from the truth! In fact, the reverse is usually true!  The reason for this is laughably simple: the minute you become a Christian, you become a genuine threat to Satan, his plans, and his demonic hordes.  Therefore, you become a legitimate target in the theater of spiritual warfare, and make no mistake; it is warfare! I think the reason many otherwise well-meaning Christians practice this sugarcoated deception, is because they are very eager to add numbers to their church, and are afraid that if they tell the real truth, it will scare off many potential converts. However, this deception should be avoided, because when people with certain types of personality traits become a Christian under these false pretenses, and then discover the less than ideal truth, later on, their reaction is often one of bitter hatred toward God, other Christians, church, and the Christian religion in general.


How dare I make such an assumption? It's not an assumption; this is the way I reacted, when at a very early age, I discovered that even though Christians are supposed to be in unity with God and each other, unfortunately, there is still a great deal of envy, jealousy, deception, hypocrisy, backbiting, backstabbing, and cutthroat competition involved in Christian ministry, just as there is in the secular world; and Satan gleefully uses these faults to his advantage. I know that if I noticed this type of hypocrisy at the age of eight, others certainly have.  After this disheartening discovery, I spent many agonizing years groping in spiritual gloom. This hapless turn of events was exacerbated by my single-minded propensity to read, explore, and peruse over books, and many of those books were full of false teachings, and subjective scripture interpretation. Added to this was a lazy tendency to engage in half-hearted Bible study, without a specific focus or prayer guidance. Finally, through genuine, prayer led, and focused Bible study, more trial and error than I care to remember, and painstaking effort I finally came to realize that the only way to overcome such crushing spiritual disillusionment, is to concentrate on Jesus, serve Him because you love Him, ignore everything else, and give up on trying to make it on your own strength. If you can learn to do these things faithfully, eventually you will attain “peace that surpasses all understanding.”


This type of spiritual disillusionment is a needless tragedy, that in my opinion can be avoided, if a potential convert is told the simple, unvarnished truth up-front, so they can know what to expect, and have their eyes wide open with clear vision, instead of floating in the euphoric fog of a sugarcoated fantasy, and then being blindsided by the unlovely truth of cold, hard reality!


Now, I would like to explain the title of this commentary, the Bible is a book that was inspired, conceived and written by God The Father, The Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ The Son through many divinely inspired Hebrew men stretched out over a period of roughly eleven hundred and fifty years, the Old Testament was written from around 1500 BC.  Until around 400 BC. And the New Testament was written from around 50AD. Until around 100 AD. It is the inspired and inerrant word of God. The context that I eventually learned to read it in suggests that it is a love letter written by God to the entire human race. Therefore, it must contain literature in it that will speak to every type of personality who reads or studies it. Under these criteria, the Bible is at once objective, literal, general, figurative, spiritual, and personal.


In my opinion, poetry is seldom interpreted in a literal sense. But some works of poetry can be interpreted literally. However, doing this is akin to taking fine paintings such as Leonardo Davinci's Mona Lisa or Vincent Van Gogh's Starry Night and converting them into cheap Polaroid photos. To do this would be to strip away the spiritual qualities expressed in the art of the fine paintings. So keep this thought in mind, some, but not all poetry is a written form of fine art that is intended to speak primarily to the heart, soul, and spirit of the reader and is therefore interpreted figuratively, or personally.  However, most Biblical Poetry can be interpreted literally and figuratively. I would have to say that the one possible exception to this is The Song of Solomon because it is slightly different from all other Biblical Poetry. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are all composed primarily of “common sense” or “soft poetry” and, in my opinion, reflect a more generalized message aimed at a broad audience.


The Song of Solomon, on the other hand, is composed almost totally of “esoteric purple prose” or “hard poetry” and, in my opinion, reflects a specific message aimed at a narrow audience, namely the more artistic among us. This is not to say that anyone other than an artist, poet, or philosopher, can’t understand it; but this type of personality has a tendency to be drawn to it, and has a natural instinctive ability to understand it more fully. Even when interpreted literally in American churches, it is usually used as an analogy to express the bliss of physical love in a married relationship or the love of Jesus Christ for His church. So as you can see even in literal form the only apparent meaning of this book is expressed with a poetic analogy.  Hebrew scholars interpret it slightly differently, but even they use it figuratively, in a circumscribed sense, I will elaborate on this further on in the introduction. Therefore, it is quite likely that the most useful and proper interpretation of this book of Biblical “hard poetry” is figurative.  


Once again under these criteria; I believe that The Song of Solomon was included in the text of the Bible by the divine will of God, specifically for the purpose of speaking to the hearts, souls, and spirits, of people who have artistic, poetic, or philosophical tendencies in their personalities.


Now I will address a touchy subject, which I’m fairly certain will rear its ugly head when some individuals read this commentary. I’m referring to the idea that the Bible should never be figuratively interpreted or spiritualized. This idea was prevalent among the Reserved Fundamentalists, and legalistic clergy of a generation ago, and to a lesser degree still is prevalent among them today.


The Reserved Fundamentalists portion of Christianity were and to a lesser degree still are, especially fond of this, and other legalistic ideas; for instance, at one time in the past they believed that men shouldn’t have long hair, and women shouldn’t wear pants, don’t laugh; I was a member of a Baptist church in 1970, which aggressively tried to enforce these draconian policies on their tithe paying members. This kind of ridiculous activity is not confined only to Reserved Fundamentalists, for instance, today some Charismatic Fundamental churches try to even more aggressively enforce the same policies: and will even go so far as to disfellowship members who won’t comply, or conform.


The reasons for this are quite complex and reach back into the early beginnings of Christianity in about thirty-five AD or two full years after the crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. At that time the Christian church was comprised of two different factions, Jews, and Gentiles; the Jews had been living according to the laws of Moses and the Ten Commandments of God for about one thousand five hundred and twenty-six years at that point; except that they had not been living by these laws perfectly as God required, this is the reason that God sent Jesus to die for the sins of His people, because without perfect adherence to the exact letter of the law, the law could not provide the blood covering atonement for sin that it was intended to.  So God decided to atone for sin with His contingency plan; namely the perfect sacrifice of the pure, sinless, and divine blood of His one and only son Jesus Christ! This was accomplished by the expedient of  Jesus crucified on a cross. At any rate, because the Jews had been living according to these laws for so many generations the laws were firmly embedded in their national consciousness, and religious traditions and they understandably did not want to abandon them.


The Gentiles on the other hand never had the advantage of Gods Ten Commandments, or the laws of Moses, and had been living according to the doctrines of pagan religion ever since man began to repopulate the earth after the Global Flood wiped everything out. This meant that to the Gentiles the laws of Moses seemed foolish and unnecessary, especially since a Christian, Jewish apostle named Paul had been preaching to them that the blood of Jesus meant the end of being under the condemnation of the law. So as you can see, from the very beginning of Christianity, there were arguments and schisms about what was right and proper to do as a Christian. In the twenty centuries that have passed under the bridge of the ages; flowing on the river of time since these early beginnings, there have been many more arguments and schisms among Christians.  These arguments and schisms have led to the rise of many different denominations (or factions of Christianity), for instance, the rise of Catholicism may have been precipitated by the reading (out of context) of one verse in Matthew 16: verse 18.    


And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.


In this verse, Jesus and the Apostle Peter are conversing, and Jesus is telling Peter: “And I say this to you also, that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”  Now when this verse is read alone and taken subjectively, it seems to be indicating that Jesus is telling Peter that he (Peter) is the foundation of the Christian church.  I once read a religious pamphlet outlining a theory which suggested that the people who founded the Catholic church read this scripture quotation out of context and assumed that Jesus was saying that Peter was the foundation of the Christian church, and therefore, they decided to assign to the apostle Peter the posthumous title of the first Pope of the Catholic church. This pamphlet claimed that this event occurred many centuries ago. I have no way of knowing for certain if this theory is correct or not; however, I can see how such a thing could easily have been done; for one thing, if only one verse was read, then the proper literal context was most likely not established. If you read the five verses that precede this one, in paraphrased form they basically say: “When Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples: “Whom do people say that I am?” And their answer was: “some say you are John the Baptist, some say, Elijah, others say you are Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”


Then Jesus said, “But who do you say that I am?” And Simon (whom Jesus called “Peter”) said: “you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered Peter and said: “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah (which means “son of Jonas”) for your flesh did not reveal this to you, but my Father, who is in heaven.”  “And I say to you, that you are Peter”(Jesus is establishing that to Him, this man's name is Peter, or more specifically, the Apostle Peter), and on this rock (God the Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit), I will build my church, and the gates of hell won't stand against it.”


When all six verses are read together, a different picture emerges, does it not?  


Unfortunately, the subjective reading of scripture out of context is most likely what led to the rise of many other denominations of Christian churches, offshoots, and splinter groups. As of the present day count, there are estimated to be forty-one thousand different Christian denominations! Many of them vary on only a few different points of doctrine (dogma).


For instance, the Church of Christ and the Baptist Church differs on at least two points of doctrine.  The first point of doctrine is called “baptismal regeneration.” This doctrine insists that a person must receive baptism by physical immersion in water, or they cannot possibly receive salvation. The second point of doctrine insists that the playing of music on any kind of musical instruments, or the use of recorded music during a church service is non-Biblical, and, therefore, the Church of Christ sings all of their hymns and praise songs in acapella, without the accompaniment of music.


While the Baptist Church does baptize people through physical immersion in water, they do not insist that this is necessary to receive salvation; and the Baptist Church uses the accompaniment of music played on musical instruments, or recorded music along with singing, in its church services.   


The doctrine of baptismal regeneration is likely based on one scripture, read out of context, John 3: 5.


 


Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 


Just as the rise of Catholicism may have been based on Matthew 16: 18 being read out of context, the basis of not only the Church of Christ denomination but also many other denominations of Christianity may have been based on John 3: 5 being read out of context. When doing Bible study, it is very important to read or use more than just one scripture. (Unless you are using one scripture, to confirm several other scriptures, where the context has already been established) When only one scripture is read offhandedly, it is difficult to establish the proper context of a passage. When John 3: 5 is read by itself, it does indeed seem to be implying that Jesus said that if a person is not baptized by being immersed in water, they cannot be born again into salvation, and new life in the Holy Spirit. 


If you read the four scriptures that precede John 3: 5, in paraphrased form they are saying: “There was a man named Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee,” (one of the ruling class of clergy in Jerusalem): 'he went to Jesus by night, and said:' “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher sent by God, because no man could perform the miracles you do unless God were with him.”  Jesus answered and said: “Truly, truly, I say to you that unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  


All right the next verse, (verse four), is one that many believers of baptismal regeneration will often avoid, skip, or omit in a discussion about this doctrine. It says: Nicodemus asked Jesus: “How can a man be born when he is already old?” “Can he reenter his mother's womb, and be born a second time?” Now we come to the clincher, keeping in mind the context established by these four preceding verses, especially the portion where Nicodemus is referring to his mother's womb, also keep in mind that Jesus is answering Nicodemus in a similar context. We will now read verse five.  


Jesus answered and said: “Truly, truly I say to you that unless a man, (any human being) is born of water, (the water of their mother's womb), (meaning that they have a worldly beginning, making them human, and not divine), (because divine beings (Angels) (are not candidates for salvation) and of the spirit, (meaning being born again to new life in salvation, and being baptized in the Holy Spirit) then he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.”  


Do you clearly understand just what two points this passage is implying?  In effect, it's saying that ONLY human beings (not angels, not demons, not the devil, not animals) are eligible candidates for the blood salvation which God the Father offers, through His Son Jesus Christ. And to qualify as human, you must be born from the water of your mother's womb. It is also implied that to be eligible for salvation; a human being must be born again, spiritually by being baptized (engulfed) in the Holy Spirit. Physical immersion in water is only a symbolic, physical gesture, which reflects a spiritual change.    


The second doctrine, involving not using music in church is most likely based on reading Ephesians 5: 19 out of context.  


Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.


When read by itself, this scripture does indeed seem to be alluding to the idea of singing without the benefit of music accompaniment. However, the whole chapter up to this point is talking about the fact that Christians should live holy lives, apart from worldly debauchery. To get the proper gist of what's being said, you must go back to at least verse 15.


In paraphrased from these scriptures are saying: “Be careful to conduct yourselves thoughtfully, not as fools, but be wise, these are perilous times we live in, use your time wisely, be in constant prayer, so you will know Gods will.” “Don't drink wine excessively; instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, constantly encourage each other with edifying spiritual songs, or hymns, even in wakefulness, always be in a perpetual state of prayerfulness, making sweet melodies to Jesus in your hearts.”  Read in their proper context, these scriptures are not suggesting in any way that music is non-Biblical. In fact, Psalms 98: 4, 5, 6 flatly refutes this bogus doctrine by saying:


  Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm. With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.   


These scriptures should need no expansion, or explanation because their meaning is crystal clear: “Make song and music to the Lord!”


Just to be perfectly clear, I do not mean to suggest that the Catholic Church, or the Church of Christ, or any other denominations that believe these doctrines are unsaved, or that they are self-righteous, or foolish, in short, it is not my intention  to insult them in any way, I merely use these doctrines as two examples, of the differences which exist within different denominations. However, my firm position on these doctrines is that they are based on reading certain scriptures out of context.     


Now let me point out four religious fallacies, which are the direct result of religious legalism, and self-righteous hypocrisy.  I'm referring to the ideas that The Holy Spirit no longer inspires people to heal, prophesy, speak in tongues, or receive words of knowledge, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. That's all that ended with the era of the twelve apostles, the fallacy of all these is illustrated in Heb. 13: 7-10.


Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever.   Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, of which they have no right to eat, which serve the tabernacle.


Paraphrased, these four scriptures are saying: “Remember the testimony of your spiritual leaders, who have told you the words of God, that they heard from Jesus, follow the example of their faith, observing that they are steadfast, in their beliefs. What Jesus did in His earthly ministry, He still does today from heaven through The Holy Spirit, and He never changes!  Don't be fooled by strange, widespread, false doctrines. Salvation comes from Jesus Christ, and revelation from the Holy Spirit, not from obeying ancient, outmoded rules about eating certain foods, which never saved anyone! Our altar is the cross, where Jesus Christ was sacrificed----those who continue to seek salvation under the law are doomed!  


To just arbitrarily say that the Holy Spirit no longer inspires Christians to operate in the same fruits of the Spirit that Jesus did, simply because of the passage of time, is dead wrong; even if pastors are saying it, evangelists, Bible teachers, prophets, or even an angel from heaven! Making an assumption like this is in effect calling God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit liars, and insinuating that God changes His mind-----the quoted scriptures above flatly refute this assumption!  This kind of hypocritical nonsense is based in a religious man-made philosophy called “legalism” which claims that some religious people are more pious than others, and, therefore, have the right to dictate what is right and wrong for other Christians to believe and do, even when the Bible clearly points out that many of their ideas about right and wrong are totally false! In other words, those who practice legalism are hypocritical, self-righteous, control freaks! Legalism, in turn, has its basis in a pagan man-made philosophy called “egotism” which claims that God does not exist as such; and man is the greatest, most noble being in the universe, is without sinfulness, and is, therefore, worthy, and capable of being his own god! Romans 3: 9-10 make it clear just how ridiculous the ideas of superior piousness and self-godhood are, they are both in point of fact, signs of a self-delusional mind, with seriously flawed thought processes.  


What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.


These two scriptures are saying: “Is anyone better than anyone else?” “Of course not, we are all (Jew and Gentile) caught in the snare of sin.” “It is written in scripture; there is no one who is righteous, no, not even one!


Despite the crystal clear meaning of these scriptures, and because of  their stubborn belief in “legalism” many  people, even so-called “Christians” still  refuse to accept this simple truth, and continue to believe that something else can take the place of God's grace and the shed blood of Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins and salvation; essentially believing that they can “be good enough” or “buy their way into heaven” the Bible calls this  “works.” Ruminate on this-----if “works” were good enough to impart salvation to a person; then Jesus died on the cross for nothing! Seeing that Jesus is perfect and the supreme creator of the universe-----and does nothing wrong or frivolous-----do you seriously believe that He would have left His glory in heaven and allowed Himself to be unnecessarily laughed at, beaten, spit on, reviled, cursed, and ultimately crucified on a cross by His own created beings?  My friends if you believe this-----I have some tropical paradise land in the South Pole that I would simply love to make you a very good deal on!


Now let me quote the late, great Dr. M.R. DeHaan, the famous medical doctor, and surgeon turned non-denominational preacher, Bible teacher, and radio evangelist, who passed away in 1965. Just to be clear, I intend no disrespect towards this great man of God, who revolutionized Bible understanding, with his book The Chemistry of The Blood. Here are two of His many quotes.


“Let me repeat that no greater curse has ever afflicted the Church of Jesus Christ than the curse of spiritualizing Scripture, that is, making Scripture mean something other than its literal meaning... Instead of spiritualizing, it is 'demonizing' of the Scriptures, for if any 'spirit' has anything to do with that school of Scripture interpretation it must be an 'evil spirit.”


“We need not all agree, but if we disagree, let us not be disagreeable in our disagreements.”


Allow me to render my opinion of the 1st quote. I don’t know if Dr. DeHaan ever preached, or commented on the Song of Solomon, but I tend to doubt it. He most likely avoided it like most preachers, teachers, and ministers do; because it’s difficult to explain and understand, and it makes references to uncomfortable subjects, such as hot passionate kissing, exposed female breasts, love play, and sexual love. However, this neglect is not entirely the fault of preachers, teachers, and ministers; many parishioners and church members, in their Victorian prudery, don’t want to hear sermons based on this book.  Now, since you have humored me this far-----please allow me to render my opinion of the second quote; it is true that we don’t all have to agree on every point of religious beliefs, however, Christians should all agree on basic Biblical doctrine, and one of these is the fact that the Bible is figurative, as well as literal. In one sense what Dr. De Haan said is true. The Bible should never be interpreted privately, with our own private thoughts. As is illustrated in 2 Pet. 1: 16-21.


For we had not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honor and glory when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven, we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. We also have a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the day-star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.   For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  


In these six Scriptures, the apostle Peter is conversing with some followers of Jesus, shortly before he was martyred, he is telling them about the time when he, John, and James were with Jesus, on a mountain, and Moses and Elijah appeared, he's telling them: “We weren't telling you cleverly imagined fairy tales, when we told you about the power and presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we were actually eyewitnesses, who personally saw His majesty!” “Jesus received from God the Father, honor, and glory, when we heard a voice (an audible voice from the Shekinah Glory, the physical presence of God) speaking to Jesus, in great power and glory, say: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!” “We heard this voice from heaven, when we were with Him, on the holy mount.” “Because of what we saw and heard, we know that the written words of the prophets are proven true, if you are wise, you will pay careful attention to the words the prophets have written, for their words are like lights, shining into dark corners, helping us see and understand what otherwise would be hidden.” “When you perceive the words of the prophets, the light of understanding will dawn, and you will have Christ, the bright morning star, in your hearts.”  “The Hebrew prophets who wrote the Bible received revelation from The Holy Spirit to enable them to write it, according to the will of God.”


According to these six scriptures, interpretation of Holy Scriptures is to be done by The Holy Spirit and not with our private ideas. Therefore, any revelation we receive must be prayed about and tested against scripture to be sure it doesn’t conflict with scripture and is from The Holy Spirit, and not from any other source. If you take the time to think seriously about what this verse implies, it will make sense that it could only be true. Because no being in the universe is greater or more intelligent than God; He alone has the intellectual capacity, and the power to formulate and implement an all-encompassing plan for the universe and the human race; the reason for this-----although simple in concept is so staggering as to be inconceivable in the human mind. God is “infinite;” this word is simple enough, but the implications of it literally stretch into infinity; into the headwaters of imagination, thought, creation, and existence; into the limitless reaches of the cosmos itself, into the unknowable mysteries of time, deep space, gravity, energy, matter, anti-matter, stars, quasars, galaxies, the speed of light, etc. ad  infinitum.


Another way to illustrate this colossal concept is to calculate the odds of evolution actually being feasible or possible; as stated by Dr. Carl Sagan; himself an evolutionist, his calculated odds against evolution is 10 to the  2,000,000,000th  power or the number 1 followed by two billion zeros!  To put into perspective just how colossal a number this is; it has been estimated that the number of hydrogen atoms in the observable universe (an area ninety-three billion light years in diameter), is only 10 to the 80th power, or the number 1 followed by eighty zeros.   Another way to put this gargantuan number into perspective is to draw attention to the fact that when the odds against something being possible reach 10 to the 50th power or the number 1 followed by fifty zeros, then the realm of impossibility has been reached, indeed the probability at this level of negative odds is zero! Wow! It appears to me that to believe in evolution requires more faith than to believe in God and the concept of His intelligent design of the universe!  To me this is ample proof that evolution is impossible; therefore, the only other logical conclusion to reach is that God is the creator, and, therefore, knows what is best, and also knows how to run the universe, and He also knew how to tell Hebrew men how to write His Word, the Bible. So logically it would also follow that God knows how to interpret properly and reveal His Word to people who care to listen to Him! Also following this line of reasoning, it is logical to assume that no one else knows how to interpret privately scripture in their own mind, and must, therefore, rely on God to do this for them! To put it bluntly, God is larger, more intelligent, and more powerful than people or Satan. And God is in fact so large, intelligent, and powerful that He holds the universe, infinity, and creation itself in the palm of His right hand!  


To put it in whimsical terms; God is like a man holding and looking into the fishbowl of the universe, and we (humans) are nothing more than goldfish, guppies, and minnows looking out at Him through a thick, blurry, and distorted glass wall, wondering who and what He could possibly be!    


The Holy Spirit----- end of discussion----- interprets scripture, not us! “But some may ask, how can we be sure, that The Holy Spirit is speaking to us?” That is simple; we try the spirits, as illustrated in 1 John 4: 1-3.


Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.   4:2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:   4:3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come, and even now already is it in the world.


These three scriptures mean that if anyone thinks they are receiving revelation from any source, man or spirit; they must test it, to be sure it is a Godly man or spirit because there are many deceivers about today. The way to test the man or spirit is simple; ask it if Jesus is The Son Of God, if Jesus is God In The Flesh, or if Jesus Is Lord. If it stumbles or searches for words, launches into a long, confusing spiel or argument, stays silent, or denies any of these statements; it is not of God. And is an evil, confusing spirit or treacherous and deceitful man.  And further, still a person needs to pray for guidance from The Holy Spirit and read God's word to see if the revelation agrees with it.  


The reason that this is so important is because there are many demons and evil spirits who operate outside of our physical plane of existence, but who also, unfortunately, possess the powers to operate in the physical realm as well, albeit invisibly; in other words, there are many evil and deceitful voices out there which we cannot perceive, but who nevertheless are vying to attain the attention of our ears, hearts, and minds. These demons and evil spirits act as soldiers, agents, spies, and psi-ops warriors for Satan, they carefully listen to and watch people whom they have been assigned to by his infernal majesty Satan, and then devise wicked schemes, plots, and plans to mess with that person's head, to keep them constantly off-balance, and hopefully steer them clear of anything that involves establishing a relationship with Jesus Christ!  So it is very important to be ever vigilant in guarding our minds against false teachings because they are similar to alcohol; in that, they can easily affect our finely balanced spiritual equilibrium's, before we may be aware of it having happened.               
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