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  “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”


  ~Matthew 16:9


  


  * * *


  


  “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth


  as it is in heaven.”


  ~Matthew 6:10


  


  * * *


  


  “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”


  ~Matthew 4:17


  


  * * *


  


  “In Him all the treasures of [divine] wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God) and [all the riches of spiritual] knowledge and enlightenment are stored up.”


  ~Colossians 2:3 (AMP)
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Dedication



  


  I dedicate this book to two husband and wife teams that I have seen grow significantly in their faith, respond to God’s call, and then initiate new ministries as a result.


  The first couple is John and Helen Weesner from Sugar Land, Texas. I initially met John and Helen back in 1984 very near the beginning of my nine years of ministry at Faith Lutheran Church, where I was called to serve in the areas of evangelism, administration, prayer, and discipleship. I remember awkwardly sitting across from them at a luncheon of some sort, and we were all trying to figure out what to say to each other. At the time, John and Helen were nominal churchgoers, but over the years, I watched with amazement as they encountered Jesus at so many junctures, in so many places, with great enthusiasm and eagerness that would have startled most people. I think even the angels noticed this one. In fact, I know they did because I saw an angel at their home one evening.


  John and Helen added many different ministry elements to their growth patterns, including but not limited to early morning-prayer, preschool teaching, worship leading, evangelism and administration boards, participating in prison ministry, and ultimately meeting Chuck Colson. They also hosted one of the fastest growing and most anointed home ministry groups in our church. In addition, they went on a year-long mission trip to Venezuela, followed by shorter ones, all in what would be normal retirement ages too. They are the real deal when it comes to authentic Christians who believe in the power of God for today. I am blessed to call them friends.


  


  The second couple is Steve and Cindy Hittle from Lighthouse Fellowship in Hugoton, Kansas, where I was the senior pastor for several years. Steve and Cindy were pretty much hometown rural folks who rarely ventured too far away from their small town responsibilities, except for an occasional vacation or work-related trip. I had to work hard to get them to travel to Florida to attend the revival in Pensacola. However, that one trip somehow sparked their enthusiasm and opened their eyes to what God could do and wanted to do in other parts of the country and the world. Since then, they have traveled and ministered in these countries: Tanzania (2001), Trinidad/Tobago (2002), Turkey (2007), Uganda (2009), Peru (2009), Kenya (2011), Israel (2012), and Mexico (2014). Plus, they have been serving as interim pastors at their church for nearly two years.


  Additionally, they serve in their community on the city council and at the public library, often providing food and housing for others and sharing Jesus with so many people. Steve and Cindy are anointed and amazing, and I love their zeal, tenacity, and faithfulness to those tasks that God continues to give them.


  I count it a joy to know both of these couples and to see them continue to flow with more and more Kingdom Encounters. They both soak in the fresh anointing of God and then squeeze it out to others in ways that promote and enhance the lives of those they reach out to. I am honored to count them as ministry partners for the good of the Kingdom, for the sake of a fallen world, and for the love of Jesus!
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  A note from Jason West:
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  Thanks be to God, who has given us the ideas, inspiration, and initiative to complete this task. Lord, take this book and use it for Your glory to promote Kingdom Encounters in the lives of all who read it.


  


  *Please note: This book has undergone two critical editing reviews, in which two different trained editors have thoroughly commented, critiqued, and corrected all the errors they could find. In addition to those reviews, I (Jay) personally reexamined and inspected the book several times for final polishing. However, despite our best efforts, we admit that catching every typo and every grammatical error is a very difficult, tedious, and time-consuming task to accomplish. We have done our best, but please be gracious if you still find an occasional lingering discrepancy. Thank you.


  
Foreword

  By Jack Taylor



  


  When I began to read this book, I became suddenly aware that it was remarkable in many ways. The best way for me to respond to it is to report to the reader of its effects on me personally. For many years I have been studying the all-important issue of the Kingdom of God. Early on in my study I was stricken with its immensity, its ultimacy, and its indispensable influence on everything we believe. I have plans to write a book on the subject and am moved when a book like this comes along. It is not a theological treatise but an exercise in what I call practical “Kingdomology.” It is not about the Kingdom, but about the Kingdom’s influence when it is practiced and applied. It is an easy read because it chronicles a lifestyle of continuity regarding the “at hand” Kingdom. My sevenfold response follows:


  


  1. I am intrigued. What intrigues me the most is a constant attention given to the nearness of the spiritual realm and how it is possible to draw not only from the riches of the Kingdom of God but to operate in its power. Paul said it best when he remarked, “The Kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power” (1 Corinthians 4:20). Power is the capacity to affect change. When the Kingdom of God meets the realities of the worldly realm, the Kingdom wins.


  


  2. I am hopeful. This is the story of a man who has discovered the Kingdom and operates daily in expectation that it can be experienced and encountered. I am driven by such a discovery, which, when experienced by all of us, will spark revival fires that cannot be stopped. I believe we are in that season when God is moving to restore Kingdom mentality to the weakened church, bringing the church out of its self-absorption into Kingdom-centeredness.


  


  3. I am encouraged. The simplicity of the presentation of the Kingdom of God in action leaves no argument that withstands the reality of God’s rule (i.e., Kingdom). When an issue becomes complicated, we run across the footprints of the devil. It’s simple: “God rules! Embrace it. Declare it. Release it!” That encourages me.


  


  4. I am challenged. I have been confronted by my own failures to be constantly aware of the presence of the Kingdom and its eternal relevance amid the frustrations and hurts of this world. I am urged by this work to allow God to make me alert that there are more people around me seeking for the Kingdom and who are eager to share the riches of the Kingdom.


  


  5. I am committed. At a new level, I desire to allow God to “Kingdomize” me to the extent that I cannot open my mouth without releasing the Kingdom. It becomes obvious even to the casual reader of the New Testament that this was the simple protocol in the ministry of Jesus; namely to watch God work and join Him and listen to God speak and speak it.


  


  6. I am excited! I am seeing the Kingdom of God move from a concept, a point of theology, to a lifestyle of practice. The world will be aroused to faith when we transition the message of the Kingdom to the transcendent power embodied in it.


  7. I am yielded! At the ripe age of eighty, I am becoming increasingly aware that we do not have the ultimate truth as God wants us to have it until we learn to release it in practical living. If the world could be saved by sermons, we would have accomplished that long ago. The cultures of the world can only be changed by the ultimate, eternal, and unshakable Kingdom of God borne through the lives of Kingdom citizens.


  


  Jay and Jason, thank you for this unique presentation of the Kingdom in action. I pray for this book to have a wide reading and a long life as a text of continuing proof that the Kingdom of God is at hand!


  This work deserves to be read again and again to sensitize us to the relevance, reality and practice of God’s eternal government as a lifestyle of believers all over the world!


  I predict this book will have a long and fruitful life.


  “And the Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end shall come” (Matthew 24:14).


  


  Jack Taylor, President


  Dimensions Ministries


  Melbourne, Florida


  http://www.jackrtaylor.com


  
Introduction

  By Jason West



  


  “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth


  as it is in heaven.”


  ~Matt. 6:10


  


  The above verse, taken from the Lord’s Prayer, is perhaps the most clear and succinct description in the Bible of what a Kingdom Encounter is. It involves God’s Kingdom coming and encountering the earth, causing things on earth to become as they are in heaven. It is the believers’ mandate to pray for Kingdom Encounters to happen on this earth on a regular basis. Yet, what exactly does such an encounter look like? That is what this book endeavors to describe.


  Interestingly enough, one of the antonyms for the word encounter in Webster’s thesaurus is the word yielding. Now, this may not seem to bear too much significance, except for the fact that the previous book my father, Jay West, wrote is entitled Willing to Yield. Now, he is writing about the opposite of yielding, which is encountering. Is this contradictory? Absolutely not. It is simply two sides of the same coin. Let me explain: We do the yielding, and God does the encountering. When we yield to God, we can expect Him to respond to that yielding process by encountering us with His Kingdom. Experiencing a Kingdom encounter can only happen when we have hearts that have yielded to Him. If you want to know more about yielding, you’re encouraged to pick up a copy of Willing to Yield and to be blessed by reading it for yourself! The title of this book came into existence as a result of a series of home fellowship meetings my family hosted for about a year and a half, which we entitled Kingdom Encounters. These meetings were biweekly times in which people would gather in our house and experience an encounter with the Kingdom of God through worship, deep Bible study, prayer ministry, and fellowship with other believers. Many people came through our doors at various times throughout this year and a half journey with the simple desire to experience God in a deeper, fuller, and more meaningful way than they had up to that point in their lives. After hosting this group for quite some time, we decided there should be a book written about this topic.


  Of course, this book is not just about the Kingdom Encounters that we hosted in our home. It contains testimonies from all kinds of life experiences and situations, focusing on the diversity of ways God desires to encounter us with His Kingdom. Kingdom Encounters with God come in many forms, including evangelism, discipleship, worship, financial blessing, healing, and a number of other topics that will be covered throughout this book.


  An encounter is a life-changing moment in which circumstances meet face-to-face with destiny to produce an ever-increasing, all-encompassing transformational work within us. God is the God of encounters. One of the things God does best is to invade our schedules and change our lives if we are willing to yield and to allow Him to encounter us. When we pray and contend for a move of God in our lives, He responds by encountering us in a strong, dynamic way. Yet, in spite of our prayers and our efforts to press in, we still are often surprised when the encounter happens! This is because encounters do not always come at times when we expect them. Yet, God always encounters us at just the right time. Encounters are God-breathed, God-ordained, and intended for our benefit! God is the God of encounters. He encountered Jacob through a wrestling match. He encountered Moses with a burning bush. He encountered Paul with His marvelous light. And I believe He wants to encounter you too if you will have a heart willing to allow God to invade. Encounters are the kairos moments of God—the set times when He chooses to interfere with mankind for His sovereign purposes.


  When I think of encounters, one of the first things that comes to mind is the account of Jacob’s wrestling encounter with God, found in Genesis 32:22–32. In this passage, Jacob was faced with the imminence of meeting his estranged brother Esau face-to-face. Because of the ways he had deceived Esau in the past (stealing Esau’s birthright and his firstborn blessing), he fully expected Esau still to be seeking to kill him. However, what Jacob did not expect was that, the night before he met Esau, a Man would encounter him and wrestle with him until daybreak. This was not just any Man; this was the Angel of the LORD.


  Many biblical scholars agree that the capital “A” Angel of the LORD is an appearance of God the Son in Old Testament times. This appearance of God in the flesh is known as a theophany. Throughout the Old Testament, the times when God showed up in human form and encountered His people in some way are known as theophany moments. They are moments when God interrupted human daily life to offer something new and something different to behold. Similar theophany encounters in the Bible include when the Angel of the LORD blocked the roadway in front of Balaam’s donkey (Num. 22:22–38); when the Angel of the LORD spoke to Gideon and called him a “mighty man of valor” (Jdg. 6:11–23); and when the Angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah and his wife, giving them specific instructions for how to raise their soon-coming child named Samson (Jdg. 13:3–22). Additionally, the Angel of the LORD is also found appearing to Hagar, Abraham, Moses, and the entire nation of Israel.


  In the Old Testament, theophanies were encounters in which God came to be with man for a specific reason. Yet, in the New Testament, we find that Jesus is Immanuel, which means, “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). Thus, under the New Covenant, every day with God should be a theophany encounter. Bill Johnson has been quoted as saying that Bible knowledge without Bible experience is pointless. This is a valid statement, indeed. Theology sets the biblical foundation for knowledge about God, but it is the daily experience of His theophany encounters that take us from knowledge to experience.


  That’s what a Kingdom Encounter is all about. It’s about creating a culture in which wrestling with God is the norm. Let me explain. Jacob wrestled with God for a blessing that he previously tried to gain through deception, lying, and cheating. But when God encountered him, Jacob knew that only God could truly bestow the blessing that He so desired. And this time, Jacob was determined to receive the blessing “fair and square.” He did not cheat his way through, but he wrestled with God until daybreak, not letting Him go until God blessed him. When God finally blessed him, He also gave him a new name. He went from being Jacob, which means “deceiver” and “one who grasps at another’s heels,” to Israel, which means “one who struggled with God and prevailed.” In essence, Jacob went from being defeated to being an overcomer—from being a heel to being a healer. He had a Kingdom encounter with God that he would never forget.


  I believe that God desires that we would enjoy daily Kingdom Encounters with Him—daily theophany experiences in which knowledge and experience come together to produce wonderful fruit in our lives for His Kingdom. As you go through life, and even as you read this book, you will likely find yourself wrestling with God at times. The question is: What are you wrestling for? A blessing? A breakthrough? A life-changing encounter that leaves you considerably different than you were before? I tell you, yes, all these things are enwrapped in what the experience of a Kingdom Encounter is all about. Are you willing to press in for such an encounter? If so, pray this simple prayer with me: “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). May His Kingdom continue to encounter this earth both now and evermore. Amen


  


  
Chapter One

  The Royal Flush



   


  Back in 1983, my wife Diane and I were invited to move from the Midwest to minister at Calvary Lutheran in Charleston, South Carolina. Upon arriving, the senior pastor, Robert Duddleston, began sharing with us about something he called the “Infilling of the Holy Spirit” or the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.” To be honest, initially I really had no idea what he was talking about, nor did I really care. That sounds harsh and maybe cruel, but it is the truth. In fact, I remember actually and brazenly telling him that I would take care of the traditional crowd and he could handle the more Spirit-filled crowd. That was a very arrogant response for which I have repented, but at the time it was reality. 


  If I had been more spiritually mature, I could have easily recognized that this was a setup by God for our future and for the ministry in which we now engage, but my eyes were dimmed by human deception, simply because I was in a hard place at the time.


  The previous year to coming to South Carolina, we were in what I would describe as an abusive pastoral position. Let me explain. If I did something wrong in my former church, I was brought into the pastor’s office where he would cuss and swear, being intimidating and dominating in his approach to correction. During the worship services he would sit off to the side in a small room and smoke, only coming out when it was his turn to do something. There is more that I could share, but suffice it to say that it was a difficult year. So when we decided to put our name out, showing availability for a new position, and this life-giving man of God approached us from South Carolina, I should have recognized that this was God’s rescue plan.


  In preparation for our move, I told the Lord in prayer that if this particular church did not work out, then I was going to resign from the ministry and go into some other line of work because my frustration level was high, and I was tired of being chewed on and spit out like some sort of bad taste in your mouth. Ministry was losing its fun and life-giving edge for me, and I was definitely ready for something new, exciting, and at least some place where I could be treated as a good person.


  This particular Lutheran church in South Carolina was known as a Spirit-filled Lutheran church. I know that is an oxymoron for some, but it was the truth. To be very honest, I do not know why they selected me, other than to say it had to be a God thing. For you see, they had three candidates, two of them already flowing with and enjoying the benefits of being in a Spirit-filled environment, and then there was me. And for some reason they picked me. Can you imagine God and this church making that mistake? (smile)


  Anyway, after a few months in this church, I approached Diane and asked her why we did not want to enter into this thing called the “Infilling of the Holy Spirit” or “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.” Following lots of examination, it came down to the very fact that we were afraid of what might happen, and if we might lose the respect of our family and possibly the rejection of some of our friends. That did not seem to be a good enough reason to reject at least hearing the pastor out and seeing if what he was talking about was indeed true. I had taught for years not to let fear guide your heart in making decisions, so now I had to apply that same truth to my life in this situation as well.


  So we called Pastor Bob and told him that we wanted to experience what he had.  After all, he was a very godly man, and all of the elders in the church were embracing this, so we decided that we wanted to at least give it a try and see what might happen. Then, when Pastor Bob gently prayed for us, we simply and profoundly received this new download from God regarding the Holy Spirit, and our lives began to change from that moment on.


  The reality of the situation was that none of our family thought we were crazy, and I only lost one pastoral friend who to this day won’t talk to me, but I gained thousands of others and am grateful to God for this new walk of spiritual provision in my life.


  As I began to grow, learn, and experience this new realm of the Holy Spirit, I discovered that there was some new power that came with the offer and contract. I was not aware that I was lacking any power, but when I discovered what was available, I wondered why I had not been given this opportunity earlier in my walk with Jesus. Why had no previous pastor or college professor had ever shared this with me? Surely they knew about this power and the anointing and ability that came with it, so why were they hiding this information from me? I later learned why and will share it in a later chapter.


  Diane and I were renting a nice townhouse in North Charleston, and if you know anything about Charleston, there are actually parts of it that are right at sea level (and in some cases below sea level). As a result, one of the problems we had in our area was that sand would filter into the underground water pipes of the city and then make its way into our home, lodging inside our pipes. We often took gritty showers from the sand in the water.
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