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SAMUEL A. ADETUNJI’S THE RIGHT SPOUSE is about

getting the right partner in a relationship, a partner who is

understanding and supportive especially during trying times. It

also unveils the efforts of a man in playing the role of ‘a mother’

to his children before finally getting a mother figure in the home,

who so happens to be “The Right Spouse”. This book explains the

need for spouses to endure hardships in their marriage. The author;

Samuel A. Adetunji, writes the story intending to correct the

ongoing norms of breakups, divorces, and domestic violence that

have been facilitated by the lack of understanding, trust, mutual

love, and care as well as anger which comes up as a result of

having to get married to someone chosen by one’s parents. He

asserts that marrying the right spouse could be seen as one of

man’s best achievements in life. This story is a prose that is

based on facts that are embedded in African societies. It also

happens to be the true-life story of the writer’s close relation

and this makes the biography open to more insights as it unfolds in

the chapters of the book. 

 





                    

                


                

            


            

        




        

            

                

                

                    

                        THE FAMILY OF MR AND MRS AKANDE

                    


                    

                    

                        CHAPTER 1

                    


                    

                


                

                

                    

                    

The family of Mr. and Mrs.

Akande consists of five individuals, the parents and their three

children, two boys and a girl. The eldest of the children is the

girl and her name is Adebimpe. The second and third children are

named Ademola and Adewale respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Akande are

uneducated and they both hail from the small village of Ijere in

Oyo. They tend to a farm as a means of livelihood. Mr. Akande was a

farmer before he got married to his wife, Joke. Joke was selected

by his parents to be his wife since he was still single at the age

of forty. He married her nonetheless even though she was not his

choice. He was willing to put an end to his mother’s incessant

complaint about his unmarried status and the need for him to give

her grandchildren. Mr. and Mrs. Akande were able to give birth to

Adebimpe, their first child, before the demise of his mother. 




 





After the birth of Adebimpe, things were no longer rosy for them

the way they were before their marriage. They toil hard on their

farm year after year and sell the produce to ensure that they

sponsor their daughter, Adebimpe, through her primary and secondary

education. Few more years into their marriage, they gave birth to

Ademola and Adewale.  At the birth of these two, matters became

worse since the number of mouths that need to be fed increased

sporadically to five. Despite the hardship faced by them, Mr. and

Mrs. Akande were able to see Ademola and Adewale through their

primary and secondary school education.


 





Ademola, unlike the rest of his siblings, nursed the desire to

further his education up to the university level. To accomplish

this, he decided to raise the money to buy the form for the Joint

Admissions and Matriculation Examination by himself.  He was able

to raise the money by doing several menial works for over a year.

He understood that he needed to write the exam and pass well to

gain admission into a university, so Ademola created time every

night to study and prepare well for his examination. He sat for his

UTME and when the results were out, he had one of the best results

amongst his secondary school mates. This achievement made Mrs.

Bello, his school principal, to grant him the sum of #120,000 as

support towards his academic pursuit. Ademola put together the

grant and the remainder of his savings from his labour work and

planned a trip to Ghana, where he would continue his education.


 

 





After Ademola was availed the opportunity to study in the

University of George Pandmore, he thought about his sister Adebimpe

who is now married to Alani, her husband (Alani is a carpenter who

made and sold furniture in Lagos. Adebimpe, his wife, is a

seamstress. Both of them lived in Lagos due to the nature of

Alani’s work) and his brother, Adewale, the last son of the

Akande’s family (Adewale learned bricklaying and was able to

support his father and mother with the money he earned) and said to

himself, “All these people that I have known for years and lived

with will not be able to have a frequent and prompt communication

with me for the next four years”.


 





A few days later, it became very clear that Ademola needs to

embark on his journey to Ghana, where he has to resume lectures the

following week on the 1st of June, 1963. Mrs. Akande, his mother

advised him on several occasions. On one of the occasions, she

called him and asked him to sit by her side, and then she said to

him, “Ademola oko mi, you know you are going to Ghana next

tomorrow. Ma kegbekegbe ooo, ma ka iwe e, ma maa le awon omo

obinrin kaakiri, kio de koju mo iwe e. A da fun e oko mi, waa se

ase yege.” As soon as Mrs. Akande had finished speaking to her son,

Mr. Akande, who was present, continued saying, “Se o gbo nkan ti

mama re wi? Ki o ranti omo eni ti iwo nse ooo, maa doju tiwa.

Olorun a fun e ni imo ati oye ti o ma nilo lati se aseyori ninu eko

e.” Ademola thanked his parents for their advice.


 





Ademola started preparing for his journey immediately. He told

his closest friend Tolu, who was his secondary school classmate.

Tolu was happy for him and wished him well. Tolu could not further

his education since his parents were farmers who could not afford

to send him to a university. He became a hunter and engaged in

butchering the animals he sought to sell them at the village of

Isanwo and earn enough to support his family. The day Ademola has

been hoping for finally came. Mr. and Mrs. Akande, including his

brother, Adewale, as well as his friend, Tolu, saw him off to the

airport where they bid each other goodbye.


                    

                


                

            


            

        




        

            

                

                

                    

                        HUSTLING AND SCHOOLING IN GHANA

                    


                    

                    

                        CHAPTER 2

                    


                    

                


                

                

                    

                    

The words of Ademola’s parents,

Mr. and Mrs. Akande stuck stubbornly to his mind as he continued

his journey to Accra, Ghana. It was about 6 pm when the plane

landed at the airport in Accra. The passengers highlighted from the

plane and Ademola had to get a taxi which conveyed him to the

campus of the university. When he got to the campus grounds, he was

directed to his allocated dormitory where he met with his

roommates, Koffi, George, Cyril, and Mensah. They all gave him a

warm welcome to their midst by carrying his bags to his bed and

preparing him food to eat. Koffi, Cyril, and Mensah by nationality

are Ghanaians who just gained admission into the University of

George Pandmore. George on the other hand, came all the way from

Nigeria, like Ademola, to Ghana. He was placed on scholarship for 4

years to study Civil Engineering while Cyril and Mensah are to

study Computer Science. Ademola would be studying the same course

as George’s, Civil Engineering. 


 





After Ademola had taken his bath, his new friends engaged him in

several discussions. During the discussion, he discovered that

George was of the same nationality as him but different states.

George lived in the Mafoluku area of Lagos where he went to his

secondary school under his aunt’s care. He shared his story of how

he was treated with disdain by his aunt to Ademola. Despite the

ill-treatment, he was able to come out as one of the bests among

his mates during the West African Senior Secondary School

Certificate Examination. This excellent performance was what

ushered him to Ghana. Ademola also shared his story about how hard

he tried to raise funds for his UTME and the prize that he got for

the excellent result. The evening was quite sympathetic at first

but later, it became fun for the roommates. 


 





Cyril and Mensah’s parents reside in Accra, the capital of

Ghana. Cyril’s father works for the Ghanaian government as a road

contractor while Mensah’s father is a Senior Advocate of Ghana and

his mother is a Professor of English at the University of George

Pandmore. Koffi’s father is a medical doctor at Huston, Texas in

America. He barely comes home but sends money to the family to meet

their needs. His mother is a fashion designer; she deals in

cosmetics as well as casual wears for ladies.
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