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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“We shall then defeat the whole lot of them in one go!”

	 — Edward I of England

	 


Edward I of England was known to be such a fierce king that it is rumored that when a Dean of St. Paul’s church wanted to question the king on the high taxation rates, he fell and died in the king’s presence. And he had reason to be afraid. His people did not like him, but they feared and respected him. His father, Henry III, and grandfather were considered weak kings of the time, being too willing to make compromises that would bring peace in the short term but were detrimental to England in the long run. 

	Born on the 17th of June 1239, Edward I was raised initially by Hugh Giffard. As was normal in those days, royal children were raised apart from their parents. This usually resulted in children not being particularly close to their parents as the initial infant bonding never happened. Edward I excelled in his education, which was composed mostly of sword arts, jousting, archery, and horse riding. During that era, academic education wasn’t taken as seriously, but Edward I grew to be very intelligent and cunning. 

	Being very free-minded, left to his own devices, and with very deep pockets, Edward I learned to criticize the rule of his father. From 1255, Edward I showed independence in political matters which ran contrary to his father’s ideas on the matter. He interacted a lot with the Savoyards and the Lusignan faction (his father’s half-brothers). Edward I and these kinsmen were often unruly, and that caused subjects to question Edward I’s character and personal qualities. When Simon de Montfort initially opposed the king, Edward I saw it as a way to gain more power and influence for himself and sided with the barons. That alliance eventually ended, as Edward I reconciled with his father and became a staunch supporter of his father, starting a wave of loyalty and unwavering drive that would be characteristic of him for the rest of his life. During this time, he realized the importance of keeping power within the royal lineage and not allowing usurpers to take away the power, as it inevitably affected him and his children.  

	Edward I cemented the image of how ruthless he could be with the death of Simon de Montfort in the Second Barons’ War. Initially, Henry III had been merciful with his many disputes with Montfort, possibly because Montfort was married to his sister, but Edward I learned that the mercy and weakness of his father were what would cause chaos internally in England. It seemed that no one respected Henry III, even though people might have said that he was well-liked. Edward I did not like that level of insubordination, and so after Montfort’s death, he had the body cut off and sent its dismembered parts around the country as a message to the other barons about what would be done to them if they dared continue to oppose his father’s rule. During Edward I’s reign, it was known that one did not just oppose the king.
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