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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic Generation Discovered the Beauty and Terror of Science




    Author Name: Richard Holmes




    Time it was written: 2008




    Place it was written: Not Specified




    First publication: July 14, 2009




    Publisher: Pantheon




    Narrator: The Author




    Point of view: A tale of golden age of Victorian science




    Tone: Investigates the earliest ideas of deep time and space




    Tense: Present




    Setting (Time): End of the eighteenth century to early nineteenth century




    Setting (Place): Great Britain




    Protagonist: William Herschel and his sister Caroline & Humphry Davy




    Theme: The true story of the people and culture of eighteenth-century science




    Motif: Gives a more in depth human touch to some of the earlier scientist or natural philosophers of the 18th. and 19th. Century


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Richard Holmes, multi-awarded author and regarded as Britain’s greatest living biographer, was born in London in 1945 and grew up near Romney Marsh on the Kent coast. His father was a family lawyer and his mother a children’s writer and poet. Holmes credits his mother for his artistic side but, surprisingly, his father also wrote a few short stories in his lifetime, too. His Catholic father sent him to Catholic boarding schools where he felt restricted by the religious undertone of the teachings. One summer, while reading the essays of Bertrand Russell, he found that his ability to write was his way out of the constrictions of the schools he went to. Largely influenced by George Steiner, eminent educator-critic and considered one of the greatest minds in the literary world, Holmes studied English at Cambridge, where he graduated in 1967. Afterwards, he wrote literary features for The Times and a study on writer Thomas Chatterton that led him to his study on Percy Shelley. The controversial writer later on became the subject of Holmes’ very first book, Shelley: The Pursuit. Published in 1974, the book won the Somerset Maugham Award.




    For a couple of decades afterwards, he lived with his partner, novelist Rose Tremain, in Cevennes, France where he started to write about the Romantic French writers Theophile Gautier and Gerard de Nerval. However, he shelved the project and instead focused on Samuel Coleridge. Two volumes of biography, Early Visions (1989 Whitbread Book of the Year) and Coleridge: Darker Reflections (1998 Duff Cooper Prize and the Heinemann Award), were the product of his exploration on the founder of the English Romantic Movement.



OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.png
X1n X11





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
BEHIND

Tz
STORY
of
# THE AGE OF 7/
3 WONDER 3

A BOOK
COMPANION





OEBPS/Images/2_img01.jpg
WELCOME
o
BEHINDTHESTORY





OEBPS/Images/3_img01.jpg
Contents





OEBPS/Images/common.jpg
BEHINDTHESTORY





OEBPS/Images/age.jpg
BEHIND
THE
STORY

%

‘w THE AGE OF 7“
ﬁ WONDER

A BOOK
COMPANION





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





