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	To See the Sights
BRIDGITTE LESLEY


	Appointing an au pair to take care of two young girls sounds like an easy task. But not for Phillip. After interviewing many unsuitable candidates, he had still not appointed anyone. Only one woman sounded right for the position. And he had let her slip through his fingers. Out of desperation, he dialled her number after rejecting her initial enquiry. Thinking it would be easy to set up an appointment with her, he realized she was not a pushover. All he wanted was a reliable au pair. 


	 


	Tina had different ideas. It was a once in a lifetime opportunity to be a tourist in her hometown and have an action-packed holiday. Accepting the position, she did things her way. 


	 


	When matters of the heart came in to the equation things changed!
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For my readers, I have the coolest job in the world writing for you. Thank you!
 


	For my mom, Thank you for your patience and guidance, your use of the editor’s red pen…


	 




THE LOCATION


	Port Shepstone is a town situated on the mouth of the Mzimkhulu River, the largest river on the KwaZulu-Natal South Coast of South Africa. It is located halfway between Hibberdene and Margate and is located 120 km south of Durban. The South Coast provides approximately 100km of pristine sandy beaches with a significant number of world recognized Blue Flag beaches and makes this coastal strip a holiday paradise for families, couples and singles alike. 
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Chapter 1


	Tina sat quietly in her office sipping her coffee and read through the local newspaper. She immediately spotted an advert and read it. She didn’t even give it a thought as she picked up the phone and dialled. Tina waited a while before someone answered. “Phillip Henderson.”


	“Mister Henderson I am Miss Hammond. I am calling about your advertisement in the paper.”


	“Oh, I have already scheduled a few appointments. I have had so many responses. By the end of the day, I would have filled the position. Sorry about that Miss Hammond.”


	“No problem. Thank you,” she said.


	“Could I take your number? Should I not come right.”


	“I don’t think so. Not to worry.” He quickly made a note of her number on the screen of his phone.


	“Oh,” he said.


	“Never mind. Thank you. Have a pleasant day,” she said and Phillip put down the phone and looked at it and smiled to himself. She had a lovely voice. But he had already taken a dozen calls and had set up his appointments.


	Tina put down the phone and shrugged. “Oh well. If you have already scheduled those appointments then I am sure you will come right. Pity,” she said to herself. She piled the files on her desk and stood up and rubbed her neck. She took her time and picked up the files and walked down the passage.


	“Doctor Hammond?” 


	“I feel as though I earned my keep, Mary.”


	“One more week and you are on leave.” 


	“I might postpone that by another week,” Tina said.


	“And why exactly?” Mary asked.


	“Because I cannot sit at home and do nothing. I need to keep busy. If you know what I mean.”


	“You are supposed to relax when you go on leave.”


	“Mary, that is a frightening word.” 
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	Phillip headed straight home after work. He sat on the couch interviewing. It was Monday and he would be seeing the applicants for his advertisement. He looked at the first woman and felt rather uncomfortable. His daughters, Jade and Carmen, sat on either side of him. “So you need someone for three weeks?” The woman asked.


	“I do. My daughters will be on holiday and I need someone who can take care of them,” Phillip said.


	“Well, I can’t see a problem. And I will be making sandwiches for their lunch. Naturally. If you can sort out breakfast and supper. I can’t be expected to do all of that.” Phillip almost groaned internally. It sounded as if making their lunch was even too much of a chore. Jade looked at Phillip.


	“Well if I decide to appoint you I will give you a call.”


	“You be sure to do that.” Phillip stood up and showed her to the door. He closed the door and looked at his feet as he contemplated. He looked at his watch. The next woman was due in five minutes.


	Carmen and Jade didn’t comment. The doorbell rang and Phillip answered the door and the woman walked in and followed Phillip to the lounge. They all sat down with her. “What are the hours?” Phillip could not believe what he was hearing. She hadn’t even introduced herself properly.


	“Seven-thirty till five.”


	“And what do the kids do during the day?” Phillip felt the hair rising on his neck.


	“They keep themselves occupied.”


	“And what am I expected to do?”


	“Look after them,” he said.


	“Yes. I could. I could sit and knit all day and keep an eye on them while they play. I accept the position.”


	“It doesn’t work that way. I have a few more people to see. Once I have made my decision I will be in touch.” 


	The woman stood up and nodded. “Let me know.” He let her out and closed the door. He still had another appointment. 


	Phillip stood and looked at his feet. “I blew it. I had the perfect woman and I blew my chance. And she was the one. I know she was. And all I hear is her voice. The whole day long,” he muttered beneath his breath. He couldn’t stop thinking about his call when he spoke to Tina. Just her voice did things for him. There was something magical about her.
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	On Thursday morning Phillip sat in his office. He still hadn’t appointed anyone for the position and the time was flying by. He picked up the phone and cancelled every appointment he had scheduled. Every woman was the wrong one. Not one of them was suitable for the position. Illana walked in to his office and looked at him. “What seems to be the matter?”


	“Illana, the women that I have seen don’t care about the girls. All they see is the money. I have cancelled every single appointment that I had scheduled. Arranging an au pair is just too much. I can’t have any of them looking after the girls.” Illana sat down and looked at him. “There was one young lady. She phoned and I didn’t even set up an appointment. I hear her voice in my head all the time. There was something magical about her. And I didn’t make an appointment.”


	“Something will come your way. For now, why don’t you put their names down at the aftercare?” Illana asked.


	“It isn’t fair Illana. Carmen is fifteen.”


	“As a last resort. Something to fall back on if you don’t find anyone.” Phillip nodded and sighed. Illana walked out and smiled. He had made a point that his two daughters were introduced to each woman that he interviewed. They did not take to any of the women. Even he didn’t like one of them. He kept hearing the voice in his head. The woman that had called him sounded perfect. He wondered if he should take a chance and give her a call. He lifted the phone and dialled. 


	“Tina Hammond.”


	“Is it Mrs or Miss?”


	“Miss.”


	“Miss Hammond you might not remember me but I am Phillip Henderson. You called me about my advert earlier in the week.”


	“You know. Mister Henderson. I somehow think I changed my mind,” Tina said.


	“Please don’t say that,” he said.


	“I get the impression that it was a moment of insanity when I lifted that phone and dialled.” 


	“Well, this will be my moment of insanity. I called you. And normally it doesn’t work that way,” he said.


	“You bucked the system!” Phillip rumbled with laughter.


	“Please. I would like to meet with you.”


	“I can accommodate you in an hour,” she said.


	“And why can’t you come over right now?”


	“Did you just snap your fingers? Did you?” Phillip chuckled.


	“I honestly didn’t.”


	“Not what I heard. No. I am available in an hour. I can see you then.”


	“Could I give you the address?”


	“Sure.” She wrote it down on her notepad. “In an hour.”


	“I would appreciate that. Why only in an hour?”


	“Work,” she said.


	“Oh. Gosh. Sorry,” he said.


	“No problem at all.” Tina put down the phone and smiled. “Maybe I will take that leave after all,” she whispered as she walked to reception. “I need to leave here in three-quarters of an hour. Do not let me be late.” Mary smiled and nodded.


	Tina tidied her desk and saw her next patient. She finished in time and walked out of the office. She drove over to the house and looked up at the lovely home. She climbed out of the van and walked to the front door. Tina knocked and waited. She knocked a couple of times. Fed up with waiting she walked back to the van and was just about to climb in when the door opened. “Miss Hammond! So sorry. I was detained.” 


	Tina looked at her watch and smiled and nodded. “Don’t waste my time.” She climbed in to the van, closed the door and fastened her seatbelt. 


	Phillip stared at her. “We had an appointment.”


	“Had. Ten minutes ago.”


	“I was tied up with something,” he said.


	“Save the excuses. Rather not,” she said. 


	Carmen ran out of the house. “Dad! She won’t listen!”


	“Go inside Carmen. I will be there in two minutes.” Carmen looked at Tina.
“Oh sorry.” 


	“What is the problem?” Tina asked.


	“Jade keeps on changing the channels. And she turns the TV so loud I can’t even hear myself thinking. I am writing exams and need to study.” 


	Tina undid her seatbelt and climbed out of the van. “Show me this tyrant.” Carmen giggled as Tina followed her in to the house and up the passage. Tina looked at the young girl who sat with the remote control in her hand. “Hello, Jade,” Tina said and Jade smiled and looked at the screen. Tina looked around and looked at Carmen. “Give me just a minute.” 


	Carmen stepped out of the room and Tina closed the door. She walked to the CD’s and took one off of the shelf and put it in the CD player and switched it on and turned the volume louder and louder. She sat on the couch and sighed as she put her feet on the table and leaned back and closed her eyes. Jade stared at Tina as she sat on the couch. She could hardly hear the TV the music was so loud. Tina leaned forward and smiled. “Don’t you love this song?” 


	Jade stared. “I can’t hear you!”


	“Sorry?” 


	Jade turned down the volume. “I can’t hear you.” 


	Tina took the remote and turned down the volume. “Sorry sweetheart did you say something?” Jade stared at her. “Isn’t it fun?” Jade was speechless. She stared at Tina. Tina looked at her. “Was that fair?” 


	Jade shook her head. “I couldn’t hear the TV.”


	“So you are allowed to annoy Carmen but I can’t annoy you?” Jade didn’t know what to say. “Do you like my music?”


	“No. Your music is noisy.”


	“And how does Carmen feel? She is trying to study.”


	“Uhm—”


	“And how does your dad feel? He has to come in here and speak to you as if you are a naughty little girl. Are you a naughty little girl?” 


	Jade almost whispered. “No.”


	“Do you enjoy behaving like that?”


	“No.”


	“So why do you?” Tina asked and Jade looked at her with huge eyes. “You didn’t give it much thought, or did you?” 


	“I just wanted to hear.”


	“But why do you need the volume so loud?”


	“I—”


	“So that you can get a reaction from Carmen. And then from your dad.” Jade shook her head. “Not fun when I came in here and did that. Now was it?”


	“No.”


	“Do they do that?”


	“No.”


	“So Carmen comes in here and asks nicely. And you ignore her?” 


	Jade looked away and whispered. “Yes.”


	“And then your dad comes in here. Same again and you ignore your dad.” Jade stared at the carpet. “You can keep staring at that carpet. But you know what?”


	“What?”


	“It won’t suck you up and it won’t give you the answers. And it won’t change your behaviour. It won’t even make me go away. It won’t even change colour.” Jade smiled and looked at Tina as she stood up to leave.


	“Who are you?” Jade asked.


	“Well, you see, I came to see Mister Henderson. But he was about ten minutes late. Which means I won’t even entertain the job. Not your fault. Oh, it was. Because you were the one that was causing chaos.”


	“I didn’t mean to.”


	“No Jade, you did. You knew I was coming. So you put a spanner in the works. Didn’t you?” Jade looked at Tina. “I see right through you. You don’t want your dad to employ anyone. Because it doesn’t suit you. Because you might have to behave. But not to worry. I am on my way out, Jade.”


	“But—”


	“Jade you are self-centred. Everything in life revolves around you. That is what I can understand. Is that true?” Jade looked at the carpet and slowly looked at Tina.


	“I am sorry.”


	“Don’t say sorry if you don’t mean it, Jade. I am sure Carmen would like to pass her exams. I am sure you would like her to pass them too.” Jade nodded. “The people you have to apologize to are Carmen and your dad. Not to me. Now you see me. Now you don’t.” She smiled and stood up and opened the door and walked down the passage. 


	Phillip stared as she flew out of the door. He walked in to the entertainment room. Jade slowly stood up and looked at him. “Sorry, Daddy.” He looked at her. “I won’t do it again.” 


	Phillip nodded and walked to her and hugged her. “I love you when you are good. I love you when you are bad. But we don’t need a repeat.”


	“Yes, Daddy.” He hugged her and smiled. Carmen walked in to the entertainment room. Jade pulled away from Phillip and looked at Carmen. “I do want you to pass. I don’t want you to fail. Sorry, Carmen. I just didn’t— I didn’t think.” 


	Carmen smiled and hugged Jade. “Forgiven.”


	“But I really mean I am sorry.”


	“And I forgive you.” 


	“Where did the lady go?” Jade asked.


	“I was late for our appointment,” Phillip said and Jade and Carmen stared at him. He turned and sprinted down the passage and ran out the front door. He let out a whoosh of air. 


	Tina was sitting in her van having a conversation. He watched her as she spoke on her cell phone. She cut her call and looked up at him and she opened her window. “I will be off Mister Henderson.”


	“Please. Please come inside Miss Hammond. I don’t know what you did or what you said. But I do know it hit home. And I know it was not violent,” he said.


	“Who rules this household?” Phillip scratched his head and smiled. “A battle of the wills?” she asked.


	“Please come inside even if only for five minutes.”


	“I only have ten minutes. And then I need to leave.”


	“Yes, I kind of blew it.”


	“Yes, you did,” she said and Phillip opened her door and she climbed out of the van. 


	She followed Phillip as they walked in to the lounge. Carmen and Jade came running down the passage. “These are my daughters. Carmen is fifteen. And my daughter Jade who is ten.” 


	“Lovely to meet you. I am Tina Hammond. So you are in high school. And you are in primary school.” They both nodded and smiled. “And your dad needs someone to look after you for three weeks.” They looked at Phillip and nodded. “And what would you like?” 


	“Either that or we have to go to daycare,” Carmen said.


	“Carmen, what would you prefer?” Tina asked. 


	“I don’t want to go to daycare. I would prefer to be at home,” Carmen said. 


	Tina nodded and smiled. “And you Jade. What would you prefer?” Jade looked at the carpet. “Jade. Look at me, sweetheart.” Jade smiled and looked at Tina and the tears formed.


	“I’m sorry,” Jade said. 


	Tina put out her arms and pulled her in to her embrace as Jade cried. Phillip stared and looked at Carmen and she smiled. “You know. You don’t need to even think about what happened. We sorted everything out and it won’t happen again, not so?” Jade nodded and Tina pulled away and wiped her tears with her fingers. Jade started to smile and sniffed. “Carmen is going to make us a cup of coffee. I am going to sit and chat with your dad. And you are going to go and wash your face and blow your nose.” Jade smiled and nodded. She ran down the passage. Carmen walked to the kitchen and Phillip sat down with Tina.


	“Thank you,” he said as she sat down and looked at him. “What do you do for a living Miss Hammond?”


	“I live.” Phillip nodded and smiled.


	“Do you work?”


	“Yes, I have a steady job and a steady income.”


	“You realize this assignment is only for three weeks.”


	“Yes. Monday to Friday. I go home in the evening and keep them busy during the day. For three weeks.”


	“At the moment I can’t take time off from work. Normally, I would. But we are at a point with one of our projects where we have very steep deadlines.”


	“And what is it that you do Mister Henderson?”


	“I am in the building trade. The complex we are busy with has now come to a point where we are wrapping up all the final details.” Tina nodded. “And you Miss Hammond?”


	“Full-time job and live.” He smiled and nodded. “What I do for a living is not applicable and has no bearing.” Phillip nodded and smiled as Carmen came in to the lounge with a tray of coffee. “Miss Henderson. I thank you. Next time put the milk in a little jug. Bring a spare cup with a few teaspoons. So that I can add my milk. Then I take a teaspoon and stir and put it in the cup or on a saucer. But thank you.” Carmen looked at the tray. “What if I don’t take milk? And it looks so much more professional.” Carmen smiled. “But I do appreciate that you made coffee for me. So one more week of exams and you are on holiday.” Carmen smiled and looked at Phillip. “Sit sweetheart.”


	“Yes. This week we are writing exams. And the next week we are on holiday,” Carmen said.


	“And what would you like to do during the holidays?” 


	Carmen smiled and looked at Phillip. “I don’t mind. Most of my friends are going away. I guess we will be at home.”


	“Sweetheart. Answer the question,” Tina said. 


	Carmen smiled. “I might like to go ice skating.” 


	Tina smiled and nodded. “What else?”


	“Movies maybe.”


	“Oh, that new Twilight movie. Coming out soon isn’t it?” Carmen smiled and nodded. “And who is your favourite? Edward or— Gosh, what is that handsome Indian boy's name?” 


	“Jacob,” Carmen said.


	“Yes, that is right. And her name is Bella. I reckon I have read all the books about three times you know. I feel as if they are family.” Carmen giggled as Tina sipped at her coffee. Jade walked down the passage and sat right next to Tina. Tina pulled her closer in to her arm. “And what would you like to do this holiday?”


	“I would like to go to the bunny park.”


	“Now that sounds like fun. And what else?” 


	Jade smiled. “Ten pin bowling.” 


	“Three whole glorious weeks,” Tina said and Carmen and Jade smiled. Phillip looked at the interaction. He looked at Carmen who was smiling as she listened. Tina looked at her watch. “Oooooh, I have to go. I have a dinner date and I will have to go as I am. Would you mind if I use your bathroom?” 


	Phillip shook his head and smiled. “Go ahead.” Tina smiled as she went to the bathroom. She loosened all her clips from her hair and tossed her head upside down and pulled her brush through her hair and fluffed it up a bit. She took her make-up and added her darker eyeliner to her eyes and added a touch of lipstick. Tina took the scarf from her bag and looped it around her neck. She looked this way and that. She would have to do. Tina walked out of the bathroom and Phillip stared. He had been battling to take his eyes off of her earlier but he almost stood staring. 


	“Thank you,” Tina said. 


	“Gosh! You have lovely hair!” Carmen said. 


	“Same style as yours. Toss your head upside down and fluff it out then it looks as if you have ten times the amount of hair than you do,” Tina said and Carmen giggled. “Thank you for the coffee.”


	“I like your eyes,” Jade said. 


	Tina smiled and looked at Jade. “Thank you.”


	“Have you got a date?” Jade asked.


	“No, I am going to a dinner party,” Tina said. 


	“At a restaurant?” Carmen asked.


	“Gosh no. At the folks.” Phillip smiled as he looked at Carmen and Jade. Tina started walking out of the house. “Thank you for your time. And you can thank me for mine.”


	“Rodriguez,” he said and she nodded. They all walked to the van. 


	Jade looked at Tina. “Miss Hammond.”


	“Yes, sweetheart.”


	“Will you? Will you come and work for us?” 


	“No, I won’t come and work for you. But I might contemplate the idea of looking after you. Is that what you are asking Jade?” Tina asked and smiled.


	“Yes, Miss Hammond.” 


	“We have a whole week left. Carmen I would like to see a good pass rate on that report card of yours.” Carmen smiled and nodded. “Jade. What am I going to see on your report card?” 


	Jade smiled. “I will pass.”


	“And I like to hear that. I am sure you both have something to discuss with daddy. And if I don’t hurry my daddy will be on the phone to me any minute now.” They both chuckled. Tina smiled and looked at Phillip. “Thank you for seeing me, Mister Henderson.” 


	Carmen looked at Jade and took her hand. “Night Miss Hammond.” 


	Tina smiled. “Night ladies.” They both walked in to the house. 


	Phillip looked at Tina. “Miss Hammond. Would you consider the position?”


	“We didn’t get to the nitty-gritty. Salary and hours. Things like that.”


	“I don’t think this was an ordinary run of the mill meeting.” 


	Tina smiled as her cell phone rang. “Excuse me.” She pressed the button on her speakerphone. “Dad. Give me ten minutes.” 


	“Baby girl. We need a birthday girl to celebrate,” Pierce said and laughed. 


	Tina almost groaned. “I have company. I will be there in ten minutes.”


	“Where are you?”


	“Pinocchio had the problem.” Pierce chuckled. “Ten minutes Dad. Cheers.”


	“Cheers.” 


	Phillip smiled. “Happy birthday!” 


	“Thank you.” She looked at Phillip. “I see a problem. Will you be at work all day?”


	“Yes, I will. And then you step in when I am not here.” Tina nodded. “Will you accept the position?” He told her the amount that he had in mind. “I leave at seven-thirty and I am back by five.”


	“Yes. I will arrive at seven-thirty. I will leave on the dot of five. Don’t ask for overtime because it won’t happen. Be on time. And I would like to be paid in cash per week.” Phillip started to laugh. “What?”


	“The way you talk is refreshing. I don’t even know of another person who is so direct and to the point,” he said. 


	Tina smiled. “I don’t mean to be that way. In my field it pays.”


	“What field is that?” he asked.


	“Mine.” 


	He smiled and nodded. “So I will see you in a week.”


	“Yes. On Monday morning. At seven-thirty. Please understand I do not tolerate time wasters. Be ready.” 


	Phillip smiled and nodded. “How old are you Tina?”


	“Young.” 


	“Where do I find you?” he asked. 


	“You have my number.”


	“So I can stop looking for someone.”


	“You can.” Phillip smiled and put out his hand. She put her hand in his and looked at Phillip as he shook hers. She slowly took her hand from his and cleared her throat. “Have to go.”


	“Have a lovely evening. Can you wait for two seconds?”


	“I can.” He sprinted in to the house.


	“Scissors! Scissors!” He ran outside and walked over to the flowers in the garden. He started snipping away randomly. Tina climbed out of the van and shrieked with laughter.


	“Mister Henderson! No! Stop! Stop!”


	The girls ran out and stared. Tina stood gurgling with laughter. “What are you doing Dad?” Carmen asked and giggled.


	“Today is Miss Hammond’s birthday. We need flowers.” Carmen ran inside and fetched a vase. Phillip smiled as she walked out with the vase. Jade sprinted in to the house. Phillip put the flowers in to the vase. “Just add water when you get home.” She smiled and kissed Phillip on the cheek. She kissed Carmen on the cheek. Jade smiled as she handed her a slab of chocolate.


	“Oh, sweetheart.” Tina hugged Jade and then Carmen. 


	“Happy birthday Miss Hammond.” She hugged them and smiled.


	“Oh thank you.” She climbed in to the van. “Night folks.” They all waved as she left.


	“I like that lady,” Jade said and smiled. 


	Phillip hugged them. “She said yes.” Carmen almost whooped with joy. 


	Jade smiled. “Really?”


	“Uhu.”


	“Daddy I didn’t like those other ladies,” Jade said.


	“I know sweetheart.” 


	Carmen smiled and nodded. “What does she do for a living Dad?”


	“I don’t know Carmen. I don’t need to know. As long as she looks after you I am happy. I can find the rest out some time during the week. When I get her references.”


	“Daddy she is so different. You don’t need references,” Carmen said.


	“She sure is.”


	“Nice touch with the flowers. How did you know?” Carmen asked.


	“Her father phoned. Said they can’t eat without a birthday girl.” 


	“You don’t mind. The vase,” Carmen said.


	“I really don’t mind.” Carmen smiled as they walked in to the house.


	They sat in the lounge. Phillip couldn’t stop smiling. He thought Tina was incredible. When he had touched her hand every part of his body had started to tingle. There was something about Tina that he rather fancied. He hadn’t felt like that in years. He hadn’t even had feelings like that about his wife. He shook his head as Carmen started to speak. “Dad. How will it work?”


	“Miss Hammond will come over at seven-thirty in the morning. Look after you. And then leave at five. When I arrive home.” 


	“If we ask real nice do you think Miss Hammond will take us swimming?” Jade asked. 


	“I am sure we can ask,” he said. “I reckon now is bedtime ladies.” 


	Jade got up and kissed Phillip. “Night Dad.” 


	He hugged her and smiled. “Night sweetheart.”


	“Miss Hammond calls me that,” Jade said.


	“Yes, she does.”


	“I like her,” Jade said and Phillip smiled and nodded.


	“I do too,” he said and Jade walked to her bedroom. 


	“Dad you really like her,” Carmen said.


	“Yes.” 


	“Ever thought about if you met someone?” she asked.


	“Sometimes. But I don’t think meeting someone is going to happen.”


	“You never know. Gosh, I like her. The way she handled Jade.” Phillip nodded and looked at Carmen.


	“A total stranger. And Jade responded like that. I wanted to cry too. When I was listening,” he said.


	“We were eavesdropping Dad.” Philip smiled and nodded.


	“When they were in the entertainment room. Gosh, I don’t think I was handling things well at all. In comparison.” 


	“Miss Hammond hit the nail on the head. How did she know?” 


	Phillip shook his head and smiled. “She isn’t married. She doesn’t have her own children. But she knew,” he said. 


	“I am glad she said yes.”


	“She isn’t a pushover Carmen.”


	“I like the way she says things and asks questions. Straight to the chase. Answer the question,” she said. Carmen stood up and smiled. “Night Dad.”


	“Night sweetheart.” He smiled as she left the room. He couldn’t stop thinking about Tina. He wondered what she meant when she said that there could be a problem. And she looked beautiful when she came out of the bathroom. He got up and walked to the kitchen. Phillip made their lunches and put them in the fridge. He locked up for the night and wondered about Tina’s dinner party. Whether she was enjoying her evening. Phillip stood and chuckled. He had never done anything so spontaneous in his life. He shook his head and smiled as he walked down the passage.


	




Chapter 2


	Tina drove along chatting to herself as she always did. “Tina Hammond you are in grave danger. Whatever that feeling is, is nice. But stay away from Phillip Henderson. Because there is a problem. A huge problem. And you are there for the girls. Not for him.” Tina sighed and smiled. “But you are gorgeous Mister Hammond. With a capital S for sexy. Well, you know what I mean.”


	Pierce smiled as Tina walked in to the house. “So a week to go and you are on leave.”


	“Yes. I am going to be busy for three weeks. Week four I am staying at home.”


	“So what are you doing in the first three weeks?” 


	“I am going to go to every single attraction in town. The aquarium. Ice skating. The theme park. You name it and two young ladies and I are going to do it together. We are going to see the sights,” Tina said. 


	Margaret shook her head. “I don’t quite understand. You are going to be an au pair, Tina.”


	“No, Mom. I am going to have three weeks of fun and have some company doing just that.” 


	Pierce smiled and nodded. “Is there more to this than meets the eye?”


	“No Dad most definitely not.” Margaret smiled and looked at Pierce. 


	“And their father?” he asked.


	“Phillip Henderson,” Tina said.


	“A nice guy?” Pierce asked.


	“We will cross paths when he arrives and I leave,” Tina said.


	“For a reason?”


	“Yes, Dad.” Margaret nodded and looked at Pierce.


	“Personal reasons?” Margaret asked.


	“Yes, Mom.” 


	“You have met someone who crept under your skin,” Margaret said.


	“No Mom. There was no creeping. There already is something there. And I am scared,” Tina said and Pierce laughed.


	“You? Scared?” Pierce asked.


	“Petrified. I shook his hand and felt the sensations. When he kissed me for my birthday. Then when he gave me the flowers and looked at me. I can’t explain this feeling. It isn’t medical so I don’t understand,” Tina said.


	“We call it love,” Margaret said.


	“Yes, but it can’t come in and rob you of all sane thoughts!” Tina said and Pierce and Margaret chuckled and looked at her. “Hell, what have I let myself in for?” 


	“Don’t fight it, Tina,” Pierce said and she let out a deep sigh.


	“The guy is gorgeous. He has two daughters. Ten and fifteen. I didn’t even ask about their mother.” Margaret smiled as she listened. “I had to sort the youngest one out this evening. Which I did. She burst in to tears later. And hugged me and apologized. I wanted to cry.”


	Margaret shook her head. “But what on earth happened? You aren’t even working for them.”


	“I honestly think she had an agenda. She got the older one worked up in to a state. She knew I was coming to see her father. So the father had to sort out the fight. And when I knocked on the door he didn’t answer. Ten minutes went by and well. Ten minutes is ten minutes. I was almost on my way.”


	“Tina you have to give a little.”


	“Mom. I drove all the way there. My time and my petrol. I get there and he is late. Not a good impression now is it?” Pierce smiled and nodded. 
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