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Introduction


	Michael Richard Pence, a name etched into the history of American politics, was born on June 7, 1959, in Columbus, Indiana. His journey through the corridors of power and the nuances of political landscapes has left an indelible mark on the nation's history. In this true biography, we delve into the life and career of a man who has traversed the spectrum of American politics.

	Pence's story begins in Columbus, Indiana, where he spent his formative years. He embarked on his educational journey at Hanover College and later honed his legal acumen at the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law. Little did he know that this foundation would serve as the bedrock for a remarkable political career.

	Before making his foray into the complex world of politics, Pence cut his teeth in private practice. His initial attempts to secure a seat in the House of Representatives were met with electoral defeats in 1988 and 1990. However, this setback didn't deter him; instead, it prompted a pivot into conservative media. Pence hosted radio and television talk shows, using the power of words to shape political discourse.

	In 2000, the political winds shifted in Pence's favor as he secured a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. He represented Indiana's 2nd district and later transitioned to the 6th district. It was during his tenure in Congress that Pence's leadership qualities shone brightly. He chaired the Republican Study Committee in 2005, championing conservative ideals, and assumed the role of House Republican Conference chairman from 2009 to 2011.

	Pence's political career reached a pinnacle in 2012 when he claimed victory in the Indiana gubernatorial election. As Indiana's governor, he implemented substantial tax cuts, leaving an indelible mark on the state's financial landscape. Pence also advocated for increased funding for private education initiatives while signing bills aimed at restricting abortion access, including one that prohibited abortions based on factors such as the fetus's race, gender, or disability.

	However, Pence's tenure as governor wasn't without controversy. His signing of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act garnered widespread attention and criticism. In response, he amended the law to prevent discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and other criteria.

	Pence's trajectory took an unexpected turn in 2016 when he became the running mate of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump. The Trump-Pence ticket clinched victory in the 2016 election, with Pence assuming the role of vice president. This partnership would define a significant chapter in American history.

	During his vice presidency, Pence chaired the National Space Council, overseeing critical space policy decisions. In early 2020, as the world grappled with the COVID-19 pandemic, he led the White House Coronavirus Task Force, guiding the nation through these unprecedented times.

	The 2020 presidential election marked another pivotal moment in Pence's political journey. Despite Trump's refusal to concede and his unfounded claims of election fraud, Pence upheld his constitutional duty by certifying Joe Biden and Kamala Harris as the rightful victors. This momentous decision, especially in the wake of the Capitol attack on January 6, 2021, showcased Pence's unwavering commitment to the principles of democracy.

	Since that fateful day, Pence has navigated a changing political landscape. He distanced himself from Trump and endorsed candidates in several Republican primary elections who did not enjoy Trump's support. In a bold move, Pence filed for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination in 2023, signaling his intent to return to the forefront of American politics. In this true biography, we explore the next chapter in Mike Pence's remarkable journey, where the promise of leadership and the pursuit of conservative principles continue to shape his legacy.

	 

	 


Chapter 1

	Early Life and Family

	On a sunny day in Columbus, Indiana, on June 7, 1959, a young boy was born who would later rise to become the 48th Vice President of the United States. Michael Richard Pence, or simply Mike Pence, entered the world into the warm embrace of Ann Jane "Nancy" Cawley and Edward Joseph Pence Jr. He was the third of six children in the Pence family, growing up in a household that knew the value of hard work and strong family bonds.

	Edward Pence Sr., Mike's grandfather on his father's side, had a blue-collar job working in the Chicago stockyards. This working-class heritage would become an essential part of Mike Pence's identity and shape his outlook on life.

	Mike Pence's father, Edward Pence Jr., not only ran gas stations but also served his country during the Korean War. In 1953, he was awarded the prestigious Bronze Star for his exceptional service, demonstrating the Pence family's commitment to duty and honor.

	The Pence family's heritage was a blend of German and Irish ancestry, with Mike's father tracing his roots to these European origins. On his mother's side, Mike Pence's Irish heritage was particularly pronounced. His maternal grandfather, Richard Michael Cawley, had emigrated from Ireland to the United States, a testament to the immigrant story that has played a significant role in American history.

	Pence's early education was rooted in his hometown of Columbus, Indiana, where he attended Columbus North High School. His formative years in this small Midwestern town instilled in him the values of community, faith, and hard work that would guide him throughout his life.

	Upon graduating from high school in 1977, Mike Pence embarked on his academic journey at Hanover College. There, he pursued a Bachelor of Arts in history, expanding his horizons beyond the boundaries of his hometown. It was during his time at Hanover College that Pence began to develop his skills as a public speaker and communicator, setting the stage for his future career in politics.

	While at Hanover College, Pence also played a prominent role as the chapter president of the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. This leadership experience not only honed his organizational skills but also fostered friendships and connections that would prove valuable in his political career.

	Following his graduation in 1981, Mike Pence continued his pursuit of higher education, earning a Juris Doctor from the Robert H. McKinney School of Law at Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis in 1986. This legal education would become a crucial asset as he transitioned into the world of politics.

	During his time at Hanover College, Pence struck up a friendship with none other than actor Woody Harrelson, a connection that would later highlight the diversity of his life experiences.

	Interestingly, Mike Pence's political journey began on a different path than one might expect. In his early years, he identified as a Roman Catholic and aligned himself with the Democratic Party. He actively volunteered for the Bartholomew County Democratic Party in 1976 and cast his vote for Jimmy Carter in the 1980 presidential election.

	However, the winds of change were blowing in Pence's life. His political views underwent a transformation as he embraced evangelical Christianity, becoming a born-again Christian while in college. This shift in his religious beliefs coincided with his growing affinity for the conservative ideology championed by Ronald Reagan.

