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Preface


Sgambati began his musical education early, playing the piano in public at the age of six, and beginning to compose soon afterwards. In 1849 he moved to Trevi after the death of his father, where he studied with Natalucci. Eleven years later he returned to Rome, quickly making his mark as a pianist, while studying counterpoint with Giovanni Aldega. In 1862, he met Liszt, who recognised his potential, and soon after became Sgambati’s teacher. They remained close until Liszt’s death, and their close friendship resulted in both Sgambati’s promotion of Liszt’s music, and the obvious influences of his music on Sgambati’s own works. In 1869, Liszt took his student to Germany, where he first encountered Wagner’s music, who he later met in 1876. At this point, Wagner was impressed by his two piano quintets, and recommended them to Schott for publication. At this point he was internationally known as a pianist, performing in numerous countries, and refusing the offer of a teaching post at the Moscow Conservatory due to his desire to remain around Rome. He was recognised as a composer, pianist and conductor, and was considered to have made importance contributions to Rome’s musical life.
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