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  Revival in Nineveh: The Power of Obedience and Une

  

  

  
   
    

  

   I thank You, Lord, for anointing Your Word tonight in Jesus' name. I thank You, Lord, for the breakthrough that is coming. I thank You, Lord, for every person who is experiencing a breakthrough in Jesus' name. Today, as I pressed in a little deeper, I found that God was leading me to the story of Jonah.

It’s not a new story to me, but how many know it's a great one with so much to learn from? God began to guide me there, and He led me through different Bible translations, which isn’t something I usually do. I believe the Bible is best understood through the King James Version, but sometimes God directs me to other translations to show me things I hadn’t seen before. Hallelujah.

First, He took me to the New American Standard Bible. In Jonah 2:10, it says the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. Most of the revelation I've received in my life comes from asking questions. I don't just read a scripture and move on; I ask, "What’s that? Why did they do that? Why were they even there? What caused this to happen?" I want to know the details.

It's like being a detective. If you want to see the Word of God in a new light, you have to approach it like a detective. Hallelujah. So, what would you do if you were Jonah at that moment? You’ve been in the belly of a fish for a while, and now you’re being vomited out. How many know that no matter how you frame it, vomit is never a pretty thing? I don't believe Jonah came out of that fish clean. I don't believe the whale just gently released him. Do you know what I’m saying?

We’re going somewhere, and we’re going to get into some mess, but we have to start with the mess. Jonah’s life had been spared. He was no longer in the belly of the great fish but was now standing on solid ground again, and God had come through for him. How many times has God come through for us when we didn’t even deserve it? Thank you, Lord. I believe many of us have experienced or are currently experiencing Jonah moments. You may not be inside a whale, but it might feel like it.

The first thing I’d think of—and what I’d do—is get cleaned up. If I had just been vomited out of a whale, the first thing I’d think of is, “Where’s the shower?” Can anyone agree with that? Come on. I’ve been in this whale for days and nights, and I’d imagine you wouldn’t smell very good. I know most people don’t think about these things, but I do. The Bible doesn’t go into those details—yes, even in VeggieTales, it's a clean fish. Come on now.

Then, the Word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, the great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." Now, think about this. It’s good that God gave Jonah a second chance. That’s what I’m getting at. Some people don’t understand that Jonah could have died in that experience, but God gave him a second chance. And isn’t it wonderful when someone gives you a second chance?

How many of you have ever had a second chance in life? A second chance at a job, or whatever it may be. I’ve heard people say that God is a God of second chances, and for the most part, I believe that’s true. For Jonah, it certainly was. He was given a second chance. In the story of the prodigal son, he was also given a second chance. Peter, after he denied Jesus three times, was given another chance.

But here’s the thing about second chances—you have to learn from the first one. It’s like when teenagers tell me they have to take a test, and whatever they get wrong, they learn from it. It’s like a pre-test. I don't know about you, but it’s a lot easier to take a test when you've already taken it once and know what you missed.

But let me offer a word of caution: God doesn’t always give second chances. Let me say that again: God does not always give second chances. Sometimes you have a moment, and that’s your chance—if you miss it, you miss it. Thank you, Lord. He often gives second chances, but not always. Remember Lot's wife. God could have said, "When you look back, I’ll give you one more chance." But He didn’t.

The story goes that Lot and his family were told to leave Sodom because God was going to destroy it. Lot was told, "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, do not stay anywhere in the valley. Escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away." But as they were fleeing, Lot’s wife looked back. And what happened? She turned into a pillar of salt, just like that. There was no second chance in that situation. If anything, that was the process of a second chance, but when she looked back, she was gone.

Could you imagine for a moment hearing the footsteps of your wife or husband as you’re moving forward, and suddenly you notice in your peripheral vision that they’re no longer there? But you can’t look back, or you’ll die too. Come on, can anybody imagine that for a moment?

God has mercy on whom He chooses. Some people experience strike one, strike two, strike three—and then they’re out, like Lot’s wife. Swing and a miss, and you’re out. How many know a baseball game would go a lot faster if there were only one strike? It’d probably be over in an hour—"You’re out, you’re out, you’re out."

See, God gives second chances to those He chooses, and that’s why He is God. I always appreciate when He grants a second chance. But Jonah’s disobedience didn’t cancel God’s call on his life. Here’s what I want you to understand: whatever happens in your life doesn’t cancel God’s call on you. But you can miss something if you’re not ready, and God may move on to the next thing.

Nineveh still needed a messenger, and the best person for the job was inside a whale. Some of you might be the best person for a job that God has in mind. This is the one God wants to use. The Word of God still needs to be preached, so Jonah was offered a second chance. What did he do? In Jonah 3:3, it says, "So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord." At this point, there was no debate, no argument.
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