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INTRODUCTION


Dear Colleague,


Welcome to the first edition of Geopolitical Spy!


Every month our readers receive fresh insights and information so they gain situational awareness about the volatile global security arena.


Geopolitical Spy is divided into four main sections.


First, the Geopolitical Insider covers topical issues tracking closely with press reports important in global security.


Turkey’s crackdown on critics, Hong Kong’s democracy movement, the North Korean threat, the European Union Crisis, and Turk-Russian rapprochement highlight your Geopolitical Insider reports.


Second, Power Plays reflect the moves and maneuvers by the powerful and those who want to be powerful in the international arena. 


President-elect Trump’s world,  a Chinese cruise missile, the Nicaraguan presidential election, the EU pursuit for energy security, the Russian-Iran Axis, Montenegro, and Russian missile deployments headline the Power Play reports.


Third, Global Zooms are tightly focused on salient issues in the global security debate like Brexit and its implications and the Colombian Peace Process.


Finally, read Geostrategic Currents on US Prestige and the “Iran Deal.”


Your Global Security briefing starts here!


Geopolitical Spy is the antidote to political security risk.


Trust globalsecuritymonitor.net to be your critical eye on geopolitics!


JR Tinkerton


@globalsecmonitor




GEOPOLITICAL INSIDER


Turkey Takedown


Turkey’s post-coup purge continues to swing toward total elimination of dissent of President Erdogan in the NATO country.


Islamist President Erdogan has ordered mass arrests of 80,000 people in the military, judiciary, media (including editors of largest opposition paper last week), business, and education sectors.  [1]


The reported arrest of the leaders of Turkey's pro-Kurdish HDP opposition party last Thursday only underscores Ankara’s slide toward autocracy.  [2]


The Wall Street Journal reports on the bleak prospects of Turkish economy imperiled by the hysterical overreaction of Erdogan. [3]


Under the current leadership, it appears doubtful Turkey will remain committed to economic and political pluralism that other NATO countries practice.


Indeed, a strong Islamist current runs through Erdogan’s domestic and international policies.


Turkey’s abrupt departure from its secular course is not the only development.


The lurch toward Russia and Iran surely unnerves Western observers.  The main reason is – Syria. 


Ankara appears content to countenance Moscow’s moves to control events in Syria in exchange for continued support of Sunni influence in the region.


Turk conciliation with the Russians and Iranians could boost its posture in its mini-conflicts against the Islamic State and the Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) in Syria.


The shifting tides of Turk relations with its neighbors given the backdrop of Erdogan’s authoritarian rule are deep cause of concern.


Russian President Vladimir Putin cannot forget his country’s historical pains (and centuries of wars with the Ottoman Turk Empire) to secure access to the eastern Mediterranean Sea through the Bosporus and Dardanelles.  


Of course, Russian energy deals in the Eastern Mediterranean are also of concern given his energy-dependent economy under the weight of Western sanctions. [4]


Turkey’s strategic geography plays a decisive part in Moscow’s approach to Ankara.


Erdogan’s increasingly Islamist autocracy and coziness with Moscow and Tehran deserve closer observation as the new US president takes the reins next January 20.


Hong Kong’s Dying Light of Liberty


On July 1, 1997, Hong Kong was transferred to the People’s Republic of China (PRC).


The former British colony Hong Kong denizens are proud to be Chinese and democratic. 


However, after the handover, the first leader of Hong Kong was elected by a PRC-appointed committee — an inauspicious sign of the dynamo island’s future relation with autocratic Beijing.


In 2003, Hong Kong leader Tung Chee-hwa, facing thousands of protestors, was forced to abandon planned anti-subversion laws with severe punishments for anyone guilty of treason, sedition and subversion. [5]


There is no doubt that the dictators in Beijing wanted that law to pass. 


Just last year, pro-democracy legislators vetoed a bill that would have only allowed direct election of the island’s chief executive from a list of candidates approved by Beijing.


The aim of the Chinese communists is well-known – just look at the Mainland or wherever dictators reign.


So, the latest dustup involving two newly-elected legislators to Hong Kong’s Legislature and how they gave their oath of office cannot be a surprise.


Their “in your face” theatrics included pledging allegiance to “the Hong Kong nation”, used the imperial Japanese pronunciation of “China”, and displayed a banner declaring that “Hong Kong is not China,” as reported in the Economist magazine. [6]


The National People's Congress in Beijing ruled that the Sixtus Leung and Yau Wai-ching had to pledge allegiance to Hong Kong under the rule of China or they would not be seated. [7]


Beijing’s direct interference in the affairs of Hong Kong since 1997 is a worrisome development for pro-democracy denizens there and abroad.


Not only Hong Kong’s guiding principle – one country, but two systems – seems more implausible now, but so does the semblance of democratic law at the hands of Beijing’s dictators.


China’s l’enfant terrible


A worrisome trend especially in 2016 is North Korea’s rapid “nuke up.”


From the submarine launched ballistic missile (SLBM) in August to its fifth underground nuclear test a month later, Pyongyang continues to ramp up its nuclear program. The latter was reported to be of 10 kiloton explosive power – more than twice its previous test in January. [8]


Even without a viable submarine to launch ballistic missiles (right now), the sea-based missile test shows a drive for a nuclear second capability in the event of a nuclear exchange.


Plus, even if an outside power could destroy Pyongyang’s land-based missiles, the threat of a sea-launch guarantees a greater survivability rate for retaliation.


North Korea is also a proliferator of its nuclear and missile technology. 


One of the principal recipients/customers is the Islamic Republic of Iran. [9]


Finally, advances also this year include its launch of Kwangmyongsong-4 over the Super Bowl in San Francisco, California.


Satellite launches are a means to test long-range ballistic missiles. 


In terms of nuclear doctrine, scope and range of missiles, and kiloton yield of nuclear blasts, the one power that could make North Korea behave, the PRC, its chief benefactor [10], so far enjoys its l’enfant terrible causing problems for South Korea, Japan, and the United States. 


The EU Maelstrom


The Brexit vote has, as argued in our Global Zoom, – Britain’s Brighter Future After Brexit [http://bit.ly/gzbrexit]– hurt Brussels more than London. 


The European Union was built on a shaky foundation to start because the euro-elites never carried the general public along with them to the nirvana in Brussels.


As the ruling elite fast approaches the final steps for a “united Europe,” a majority of Europeans have second thoughts.


The news that the real president of the EU, Angela Merkel, will stand again for her fourth term as Chancellor of Germany, cannot be welcome among some member states.


Merkel is the longest-serving EU leader, heads the largest economy in Europe, and on balance has provided steady leadership in face of the euro money crisis, the Ukraine crisis, and Greece indebtedness. 


Commentary about her role as leader of the free world is grossly misplaced. [11]


When Merkel agreed with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to prosecute satirist Jan Böhmermann[12]for his criticisms, those who love free speech in Europe had to cringe.


Her big misstep has drawn the wrath of her fellow citizens and outside for her carte blanche migration siren call that has seen the EU beset with millions of “refugees” from the Middle East and North Africa. [13] 


To arrive in Germany, the wave of asylum seekers have to traverse Croatia, and Hungary, which unleashed chaos in those states thanks to the German chancellor. 


Hungary finally closed its border with Croatia [14] which pushed the refugees into neighboring Slovenia. Slovenia and Croatian soon followed suit. [15]


From Sweden [16]to Germany [17], sexual assault by the migrant youth has caused pushback to Merkel’s open border migration. [18]


The advice of the mayor of Cologne for women to cover themselves set off an outcry. [19]


The “euro mood” appears foul.


The 2016 Parlemeter poll commissioned by the European Parliament should give Merkel and fellow EU leaders pause.


Here is a short summary of the results from EU member states (September 2015 and September 2016): [20]


53% - “good thing” to be in the EU


35% - EU contributes to economic growth


Right-Wrong Track


25% - EU on right track (+3%) , 54% on wrong track (+13%)


“My voice counts” – 59% totally disagree, 37% totally agree


The euro currency – only 33% (-6%) see it as unifying element.


Harmonizing the welfare state across borders would add to unity – 46% (+1%)


A Euro Army would add to the unity – 15%, -1%


Another shock to the beleaguered EU family could come in early December with the Italian constitutional reform vote. [21]


The accelerating euro outflow from Italy is not encouraging and Rome’s exit is floated as a possibility. [22]


For 2017, Eurozone economic growth is not forecast to exceed 2%. [23] The German “locomotive” is slowing. [24]
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