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Chapter One
The Beginning - Pre Islam Arabia





  




  The Arabian Peninsula, or Arabia, is a region located in the South Western part of the Asian continent, which is separated from the vast continent of Africa by the Red sea. It is bordered by the Persian Gulf and Strait of Hormuz on the Gulf of Oman on the East, the Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden, Babb-Al-Mandeb which is straight South East of Yemen, and finally Levant and Iraq on the North. It contains modern day Saudi Arabia, which occupies the vast majority of landscape in the peninsula, Yemen and Oman on the South and the gulf states of the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait on the West. The dominant nature of the peninsula is everlasting plains and enormous mountain peaks full of sun gold grains of smooth sand, and lifeless forms of the scorching desert. Rain falls once or twice an entire year all the way around, except for Yemen. In spite of the terrain and the punishing climate, Arabia was an essential central trade route for all the surrounding civilizations of East and West. Caravans had crossed the desert with all goods like silk, jewelry, precious metals, spices, medicine, and many more.




  Nothing can be grown or have the spark of life except for a very few desert inhabitants like camels and other creatures that have adapted and found very complex ways to survive through these brutal conditions. Scattered in the middle of the endless desert, there were few oases with little streams or wells that have the beauty of life sprouting fabulous scenes of green, with a rare sight of naturally grown grass, palm trees, and precious sets of blossoming desert flowers and much more various types of life. These areas have a majestic desert beauty that has creatively dazzled the imaginative minds of Arab poets, and were havens for caravans after traveling for days in the harsh desert elements. Before it was blessed birth of the Prophet (PBUH) and Islam, the peninsula consisted of many Arabic origin tribes scattered everywhere. Except for Yemen, the nomadic Arabian tribes were not confined to one geographic area, but were always traveling from one place to another in pursuit of the natural resources of grass and water for their camels and herds.




  The most dominant of those tribes was the tribe of Quraysh whom Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) belonged to. It was the most highly respected and honored tribe that received that stature because they lived in the city of Mecca and were the protective care custodians of the Holy Kaaba. Mecca was the region's spiritual and economical center of the peninsula, each one of those pagan tribes kept gods or idols in and around the vicinity of Kaaba that they worshipped by doing "Tawaf", or circulating it few times, conducting different rituals, including making animal scarifies to the gods. Because of the holiness and prestige of Mecca, it was the focus of attention for all people and tribes in Arabia, which made it the most vibrant and thriving town in the entire peninsula. It was the commercial center where all caravans and worshipers arrived. Fighting was prohibited in Mecca, which kept the tribe of Quraysh safe from conquests hence making the city and its leaders very wealthy and immensely powerful. Caravans loaded with several goods traveled through Mecca from Levant in summer, Yemen in winter, and Persia. The Kaaba, which was also known as the "Holy House", is the structure in the heart of Mecca. According to Muslim belief, the Kaaba was built by the angels and Adam. It has been continuously rebuilt about twelve times throughout history.




  According to the Quran, Ibrahim and his beloved son Ismail raised the foundations of the Kaaba after Allah had shown Ibrahim where it should be located. After the construction of the Kaaba was completed, the angels transported the "Black Stone" from Heaven and lent it to profit Ibrahim, who placed it in the Eastern corner of the Kaaba. When that was complete, Ibrahim was told by Allah to call on all mankind to make a pilgrimage (Haij) to the holy place. The Kaaba was rebuilt for the final time, the way that people know it today, by the Ottoman Sultan Murad IV. The Kaaba, which is in the heart and soul of the Islamic faith, is the place that every Muslim faces during the prayers and where millions of Muslims from every corner of the Earth make as their destination for a pilgrimage once a year. It is the symbol of Islam and considered the holiest of all holy places by Muslims. It is also called the “Sacred House”, the "Ancient House", and the "Haram". It is also considered the oldest mosque in Islam. Before Islam, the Kaaba embodied hundreds of idols and gods that belonged to each of the tribes in Arabia. So, for the people of Mecca to be caretakers and custodians of this holy place was a source of honor and pride. The pilgrims and tradesmen generated revenues for the city. This profitability was the main reason for rejecting Islam when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) first revealed the new religion.




  The pre-Islamic era is known in Islam as Al-Jahilia, or “The Age of Ignorance” The values and the lifestyle of pre-Islamic times are important because they were the prefix of how Islam started and flourished. First of all, because of the desert landscape of the Arabian Peninsula, no army or empire had an interest in occupying or invading it, so there wasn’t a central authority or government that was in control of the region. Only Yemen was controlled by Persia. The only authority figures in Arabia were tribes' chiefs or elders. Each tribe lived by rules and rituals that they inherited from their ancestors and was a complete, independent entity. Honor for the tribe was a priority and fighting and losing their lives for the tribe was common. Times of peace were rare due to the constant wars and invasions to gain control of the salient resource, water or other goods. These conflicts were brutal, often lasting years. War was a way to protect a tribe's honor. War was also a survival tactic that kept a tribe strong and feared. Warriors were highly prestigious, and due to this all males were brought up and trained at a young age on fighting techniques and total obedience to the tribe. When they fought, everything was free game from killing men, to enslaving women and children, to looting. The region was torn by wars and conquests for years.




  Women in the pre-Islamic age “Jahilia” didn’t have any value; they were simply property and tools to bring men pleasures and bear children to defend the tribe. One of the most horrifying practices that was done at that time was that of burying girls alive, or killing them at birth because they were considered a disgrace that would bring families and tribes shame. These acts of barbarism were part of reality at the time, but they were only a few examples of many practices that humiliated and violated women in the pre-Islamic age. Other practices made against women included selling them into slavery and marrying them off to men without their consent, who were at times triple their age, to gain status or a desired family association. Women were deprived of all rights, including the inheritance. They did not have a voice if their husbands decided to get married again, since men were allowed to have as many wives as they pleased. When a father died, his oldest son inherited his wives and was free to keep or sell them.




  The social structure of life before Islam in Arabia was chaotic and in complete disarray. Crime was a part of everyday life without any laws to control the people. Ambushes against caravans traveling the desert were very common. When they happened, men in those caravans were killed or taken with the women and children to be sold as slaves after everything they had was looted.




  Allegiance to a tribe was paramount. The chief usually inherited their position from his father or family. Revenge for a tribesman was a very common practice in the tribe would do the honorable act of blood- for- blood by killing one person from the other tribe who had killed their tribesman. The other tribe in turn had to avenge that killing by killing one of the first tribe. This resulted in bloody cycles and feuds that lasted for long periods of time. However, there were times when this cycle would end peacefully by one of the tribes paying tribute to the other.




  This complete fragmentation of society and lack of rights made the peninsula in desperate need of someone who would unite all the tribes under one banner. This is what the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) did. He also reformed the Arabian society’s structure with the new message of Islam that brought harmony and discipline in Arabia. Prior to Islam, there was no united economic system or laws, the law that governed all these tribes and towns were common unwritten laws and traditions that were passed down from generation to generation. One of those laws was what was known as “Al Ashur Al Haram”, or the “Forbidden Months”, when no tribe was allowed to invade or conduct wars. These months were used to go to Mecca for trade and complete the yearly pilgrimage to the Kaaba. The most common trade at the time was the slave trade.




  The vast majority of the Arabs before Islam were pagan idol worshippers where each tribe had designated gods, usually depicted in stone or wood, that were placed in the vicinity of the Kaaba. Sacrifices and other rituals were practiced around the Kaaba to these idols. The most common of those idols were “Hubal”, “Manat”, and “Al-Lat Wa Al-Ozza”. Other religious groups that resided in the Arabian peninsula were Jews displaced by the Romans. They were also big merchants, land owners, and farmers. A few Christians also lived in Hejaz and were influenced by the Gassanids in Levant and Ethiopians in Yemen. Other minority religious groups were also a part of the social structure of Arabia.




  In order to thoroughly discuss Islamic history, it is very important to know about the conditions that existed, including the social, economic, political, and religious life before Islam. This background will help us understand how Islam transformed Arabia changing it from an insignificant nation of shepherds and uncivilized Bedouin tribes into a unified, vibrant, and disciplined nation. Armed with His great message of peace, harmony, and justice, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was able to alter the course of history and started a new era that altered the course of civilization and humanity.




  A Ray of Light in the Desert




  An alluring piece of Arabia expands beyond the horizon, silky grains from the sea of sand display golden summits and captivating scenes. The sands smoothness releases a prepossessing color of natural yellow, tan, and gold. The motionless forms of the luxurious palm trees grow prickly and uneven trunks. Their precious green leaves stick out enlarging in the broiling air. The desert’s beauty is so intense that it sends camel caravans to pass through its gorgeous landscape. The unique displays of the desert being shined on intensely by the scorching sun’s powers, the view of the sun is exceedingly exquisite, rare sites of shimmering water are ever reported in the brutal beauty of this landscape. Enchanting paramount’s flow with the wind creating divergent configurations on the sandy peaks, blue skies appear with beautiful puffs of white clouds dispersed all over the upper atmosphere. The blistering temperature of the menacing desert rapidly increases during the active days, and cools during the pitch black night.




  In this majestic land Muhammad (PBUH) was born in the city of Mecca. It is believed to have happened on a Monday morning in the year 570 A. D. His father, Abdullah from the tribe of Quraysh, died while his mother, Amina, also from Quraysh, was only two months pregnant with him, so Muhammad was born fatherless. Abdullah died while on his way back from Levant on a trade trip in the city of Yathrib where the family of his wife resided. Amina, Muhammad’s mother, was living in Mecca at the time and she kept living there after her husband’s death.




  One of the elite class's customs in Mecca was to bring women from the desert to nurse their newborns because they believed that kind of women would give their children strength and better health. Another reason was because the people of the desert spoke the original Arabic language and were known to be the bravest people with the most integrity and honor. The woman who was chosen to nurse Muhammad (PBUH) was Halima from the Sa’ad tribe. Muhammad (PBUH) was adopted after his birth by his grandfather Abdul Muttalib, who was the chief of Quraysh tribe and Mecca and the most honored and respected man by all tribes. He was from the Hashemite clan of Quraysh tribe. Because of his status he was given the honor of receiving and giving water to the pilgrims who came to Mecca. Many others went to him for council and wisdom. The status of Muhammad’s family kept him protected from the persecution of his people when he proclaimed his new religion years later.




  Six years after his birth Muhammad (PBUH) traveled to the city of Yathrib with his mother to visit his uncles on his mother's side and his father's grave, on their way back his mother got seriously ill and lost her life on the road between Yathrib and Mecca, therefore Muhammad (PBUH) was an orphan at the age of six. His aging grandfather felt even closer to the child after his mother's death and gave him all of his love and attention to compensate for the loss of his parents. It is said that his grandfather kept him by his side at all times, even near the Kaaba in a place where nobody else was allowed to be. Unfortunately, that was not to last long, because his grandfather died just two years after Muhammad’s mother’s death. However, after his grandfather’s death, Muhammad (PBUH) was adopted by his uncle Abu Talib, the oldest son of Abdul Muttalib. He also gave Muhammad (PBUH) all the care and love his grandfather did, favoring him even before his own children. He didn’t only adore his beloved nephew, but also was his great protector and defender that helped Muhammad (PBUH) in the darkest times after he went public with the message of Islam in Mecca in the coming years.




  During the years of his early youth, Muhammad (PBUH) earned money by being a shepherd caring for sheep that belonged to his tribe and family. The long hours he spent with his sheep in the open desert under the blue skies and the stars were a source of meditation that brought him peace and harmony and released his mind and thoughts into space of God’s creations and the universe. At twelve years of age, he made his first trip to Levant with his uncle Abu-Talib on one of his trade trips. This trip, and others, not only taught Muhammad about trade, but also opened his mind to the world outside the desert and gave him the opportunity to see other societies and tribes. He saw the Romans for the first time because Levant (modern day Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine) was under Byzantine rule at that time.




  During Muhammad's youth, as well as throughout his life, he was always known for his honesty and integrity. He was called the "Honest One" or the "Truthful" by all people around him. He kept this policy in his trade and every other aspect of his life. These qualities caught the attention of a powerful woman from Mecca's elite, wealthy merchants named Khadijah Bint Khoaylid. She used to hire men known to be smart and honest to manage her trade and caravans to Levant and Ethiopia. She offered to hire then twenty five year old Muhammad (PBUH) to lead her caravans and trade for good pay. Muhammad did excellent work, making her trade productive and profitable. At that time, Khadija was a widow and turned down a lot of marriage proposals from distinguished men of Mecca. After seeing Muhammad's great qualities and honesty and the prosperity he brought to her trade, she was attracted to him and offered to marry him using the mediation of one of her close female friends. Muhammad (PBUH) was very pleased with this arrangement, and they got married with the blessings of his family and tribe. Muhammad's marriage to Khadija was the ultimate joy and tranquility in his life. To him she was the wife, friend, mentor, companion, and mother that he had lost. Their fruitful marriage lasted for twenty four years. She gave birth to all of his children. Muhammed kept her memory and spoke of her until the end of his life.




  Prophecy and Revelations




  Following the footsteps of his grandfather, Muhammad (PBUH) had a habit of going to a cave called "Hira'a" in a mountain on the outskirts of Mecca every year for a few days. During this cave retreat, he would meditate and pray alone and use the time to reflect about God and the universe. At age forty, on a Monday when he was alone in the cave, he encountered his most overwhelming experience in his life that forever changed the face of the Earth. The Angel Gabriel appeared to him and commanded him to "recite", Muhammad (PBUH) was illiterate, and so he answered: "But I can't read!!!" Gabriel repeated that three times and every time he gave him the same answer, so Gabriel proceeded with the rest of the revelations:




  “Recite in the name of your Lord, who created, Created mankind from clots of blood, Recite, and you Lord will be the bountiful, He who have taught by the pen, Taught mankind what was not known.” [Quran: 95, 1-5]




  These revelations would be the first verses of the Quran. Muhammad (PBUH) returned home to his wife Khadija overwhelmed with fear, distress, and out of breath; he was shivering and sweating heavily asking his wife to cover him with blankets. After Khadijah calmed him down, he told her in detail everything that happened. She suggested that both of them go to her cousin, Waraqah Bin Nofal - an aging devoted Christian who had great knowledge - to seek spiritual guidance and explanation. When Waraqah heard what took place, he assured Muhammad that what he saw was the same "Namoos", or angel, who came to Moses. If the revelation was accurate, it would be the sign of prophecy. Waraqah warned Muhammad that he would encounter prosecution and animosity from his people that would lead to expulsion from the homeland.




  For some time Gabriel stopped appearing and Muhammad (PBUH) wandered the valleys and mountains hoping to get another glimpse of the angel. It finally happened again, with more verses being revealed and this time with a command to begin spreading the message. Knowing that God had exclusively chosen him for this monumental task, and feeling weight of the prophecy and the future of mankind awaiting his revelation, Muhammad started contemplating on how to embark on this journey.




  Muhammad started with people who were closest to him, friends and family. The first to believe his prophecies and embrace Islam was his wife Khadijah followed by his teenage cousin Ali bin Abi Talib, his closest friend Abu Baker, and his adopted son Zaid Bin Haritha. Knowing that he would face great opposition by the people of Mecca, Muhammad (PBUH) decided to conduct his newborn message in secret so he could attract as many followers as he could before having to deal with the rejection and prosecution of his people. He didn’t want Islam to be buried at birth. With the support of his lifelong friend and companion, Abu Baker, Muhammad began with individuals they trusted and got some positive response. Some of the first converts were Othman Bin Affan, Al-Zubayr Bin Al-Awwam, Abdul Rahman Bin Awf, Saad Bin Abi Waqqas, Talhah Bin Obayd Illah and others. These first believers were the ones who contributed the most and became the leaders that fought the early battles of this religion, and were credited for protecting and preserving it. The secret gatherings of followers lasted for three years, by that time Islam had only fifty three followers.




  In 613 A.D. God ordered Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) through Gabriel to go public with his revelations and face the people of Mecca head on. Muhammad started by inviting his family to a feast, and called on them to accept Islam by believing that there is only one God and that he was his Messenger. Muhammad then went to a hilltop called Al-Safa overlooking Mecca and started calling all the people until everyone was gathered. He proceeded to give a sermon about his message, proclaiming that it would give them salvation from hell and open the gates of paradise for them. As he expected, Muhammad was rude and flatly rejected. The first insult came from one of his uncles, Abu Lahab, who started to insult Muhammad and telling everybody to ignore and not to listen to what he called nonsense.




  Believing in the nobility of his cause and with perseverance Muhammad (PBUH) continued relentlessly with his message everywhere, talking to everyone whether they were a slave or free. He went to all gatherings during pilgrimage times with a great deal of confidence, patience, and inner strength spreading the word of Allah. The people of Mecca and others where idol worshippers and pagan polytheists who worshipped many gods. When Islam called for one, and only one, God, they couldn’t grasp that concept. They were very keen on their old beliefs that they inherited from their ancestors and wouldn’t accept the new religion. The situation started to get uglier when Muhammad (PBUH) had condemned their idols and rituals making them very furious and bitter. The most important reason for the rejection was that when all those pilgrims came to Mecca, they brought a lot of revenue to the city, making the leaders very rich and powerful. Those leaders were not going to let all that wealth slip away from their hands. Islam also called for all people to be equal, which included master and slave, Arab and non-Arab, rich and poor, which did please a lot of people in Mecca, especially the high class.




  The hostility of Mecca to Muhammad’s message was gradual, increasing until the great prosecution. In the beginning stages of establishing the religion, every time opposers saw Muhammad praying or giving speeches they mocked and laughed at him thinking it would be a passing event and no one would pay him any mind, eventually causing his influence to disappear. However, when he started denouncing their gods and idols the persecution started to get more serious and they started attacking Muhammed physically, stoning his followers, even dumping garbage and animal waste on his back while praying. Time and again opposers went to his uncle Abu Talib and asked him to stop his nephew. When it didn’t prevent Muhammad from preaching, they finally gave his uncle a stern ultimatum that if Muhammad didn’t quit, they were going to declare war on both of them. At that time Abu Talib didn’t have a choice but to try to persuade Muhammad (PBUH) to stop what he started. Abu Talib had to relinquish his protection for his nephew and leave him to his fate, or take Muhammad's side and risk all out war with Mecca. Abu Talib decided to have a talk with Muhammad, begging him to stop his quest for the sake of both of them and reminded him of his old age and his inability to protect them forever. Muhammad swore to his uncle that if they "put the sun in his right hand and the moon in the left" to abandon what he started, he still wouldn’t do it even if it meant losing his own life, after that he left the room with teary eyes, when his uncle saw that he called Muhammad (PBUM) back and told him: “My nephew go ahead and say what you please, by God I will never abandon you.”




  When Quraysh’s efforts were ineffective, they decided to use another tactic. They formed a delegation of some of the most highly respected elders of Mecca and went to Abu Talib’s house, one of the people in the delegation said directly to Muhammad (PBUH): “If your objective is to make money we will make you the richest of all of us, if you want power and honor we’ll make you our most honorable and powerful and we won’t do anything without your permission, and if you want beautiful women we will give you whoever you want from our daughters or women to marry.”




  When he was finished talking, Muhammad (PBUH) answered with some verses of the Quran. When he was done, the delegation were stunned so did not know what to say and left. At that time Quraysh and Mecca realized that nothing was going to deter Muhammad (PBUH) from proceeding with his new religion, so they decided that an iron fist would be the only way to stop the religion from spreading. They started with his followers, especially the slaves and the ones who did not have protection, by beating and torturing them without any mercy or remorse. Gradually they started doing that to everybody that they suspected of loyalty to Muhammad, including some of his first companions like Abu Baker, Othman Bin Affan, Al-Zubayr Bin Al- Awwam, and Talhah. One of the slaves who was badly tortured was an Ethiopian slave, Blal Bin Rabah. His master, Omayyah Bin Khalaf, used to take him in the middle of the day in the desert heat, makes him lay on the hot sand with no clothes under the scorching sun, then place a huge rock on his belly and whip him without mercy for days. But all that did not sway Bilal, as he kept moaning “One God… one God.”




  Another example was Yasser's Family, who were slaves. Yasser, his wife Sumayyah, and their son Ammar were tortured until Yasser and Sumayya died, the only survivor was their son Ammar. Sumayyah was considered to be the first martyr in Islam. In the face of this great persecution, and feeling powerless to stop it, Muhammad (PBUH) had to find a solution not only to save the believers from torture and killing, but also to preserve and protect Islam which was still in its infant stages.




  Muhammad (PBUH) suggested that they immigrate to Abyssinia (Modern day Ethiopia). He told them that the Christian king there was just and fair and would treat them with respect. They set out for Abyssinia, and some of the people who left were Muhammad’s cousin Ja'afar Bin Abi Talib and Othman Bin Affan accompanied by his wife Ruqayyah who was also Muhammad’s daughter. In Abyssinia (Ethiopia) the Muslims, we received by the population with great respect. In time they started blending with the Abyssinian society, who were Christians and had an admiration for the people of Mecca, whom they had good trade relations with. When Quraysh learned of the great reception of the Muslims in Abyssinia, they got very furious and sent a delegation led by Amr Bin Al-Ass with a lot of gifts for the king. They asked him to turn over the Muslims who fled Mecca, but the king refused and sent them back. The king told the Muslims to stay as long as they pleased with his land and worship freely without fear. The Muslims remained in Abyssinia for a few years until Muhammad (PBUH) asked them to return to Mecca.




  As Muslim convert numbers started to increase, and feeling powerless in the face sweeping religion, Quraysh decided to isolate Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers by enforcing a boycott of the Hashim clan, whom Muhammad (PBUH) belonged to, by expelling them to a valley outside Mecca. Boycott was decreed that nobody is to sell or buy anything from them, not to give them any kind of help, and no one is to marry or be wed to any of their women. The boycott lasted for three years, which started in 619 A.D. and inflected a great pain, hunger, and suffering of the Muslims. Adding to the agony of those years, Muhammad (PBUH) lost two of the dearest and closest to his heart, his wife Khadijah and Uncle Abu Talib. Despite all that, Muslims took it in stride and persevered. They kept their faith, and when the boycott ended, Muslims were feeling stronger and bolder since Quraysh had tried to break their will and failed.




  Muhammad continued to take every opportunity to relay his message to the people in every gathering and every occasion, the most important event was the pilgrimage when all tribes in Arabia came to Mecca. He presented his teachings to each and every tribe, and asked them for support and protection, but he failed to get their approval.




  Migration to Medina




  At the pilgrimage, a group of the Al-Khazraj tribe from the city of Yathrib met with Muhammad (PBUH) and liked what they had heard. When they returned home, they spread the world all over the city. The next year, ten men came from the tribe of Al Awws, the other biggest tribe in Yathrib, who also met Muhammad and converted to Islam. They promised him their total loyalty in what is called in Islam the "First Pledge of Aqaba". When those men went back to the Prophet (PBUH) sent with them his companion, Mus’ab Bin Omayr, to teach Yathrib the religion and Quran. In no time, Islam was in every home in that city.




  The next year, another delegation of seventy five people came to Mecca and with them was Musa’ab who brought the good news to Muhammad (PBUH). Muhammad and his companions were overwhelmed with joy. They met in a secret place away from the eyes and ears of Quraysh and pledged their utmost loyalty in what was known as “The Second Pledge of Aqaba”. They also promised to go back and prepare the city for the most important migration in history; the one of Muhammad (PBUH) and his companions from Mecca to Yathrib, or Medina as it was later called, to start the most important era of Muslim and human history. When Quraysh knew of the pledge, they vowed to crush Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers. When the people of Yathrib returned, Muhammad (PBUH) ordered all his followers in Mecca to start migrating to Yathrib after he knew that the conditions were right and the time had come. Secretly they began leaving Mecca in groups and individually. When Quraysh knew of this, they started pursuing those who left to stop them, but were unsuccessful.




  All Muslims in Mecca left except for Muhammad (PBUH), Abu Baker, his cousin Ali Bin Abi Talib, and a few others. At that time, Quraysh hastily convened a meeting and came up with a very dangerous and fateful decision to kill Muhammad (PBUH) before he was able to leave Mecca. They made a very conniving plan by choosing a man from each tribe in Mecca, and then going to Muhammad’s house where all of them were to stab him at the same time so his blood would be divided among all the tribes. This way one tribe would not bear responsibility for his death. When they got to his house they looked through a window and saw a figure sleeping in Muhammad’s bed, so they decided to go on with their attack. When they pulled the cover back they got an unpleasant surprise, the person sleeping in Muhammad’s bed was no other that his cousin Ali. Feeling that Quraysh was plotting for something they had planned for Ali to be there instead of Muhammad. Muhammad (PBUH) and Abu Baker were already on their way to Yathrib.




  After this failed attempt Quraysh decided to go after Muhammad (PBUH) and Abu Baker and kill them at any cost. Meanwhile, on the road between Mecca and Yathrib (Medina), Muhammad (PBUH) and Abu Bakr had reached a cave called "Thawr" and decided to hide in it. They stayed there for three days. Some of the men following them were able to reach the cave, and stood right in front of the entrance. But by God's grace, they decided not to go in thinking that the cave was empty. They turned around and went back to Mecca. The two precious passengers went on their way to Yathrib, thanking Allah for saving their lives. Knowing that Muhammad (PBUH) was on the outskirts of their city the people of Yathrib went outside the city to wait in the scorching sun for a glimpse of Muhammad (PBUH) as he was entering their city. When the two companions finally arrived, they caused a wave of joy, dancing, and singing that overwhelmed the city. The people surrounded the Prophet (PBUH) and Abu Baker begging to have them in their home.




  Not wanting the people of Yathrib to think that he picked a certain family over the other, Muhammad (PBUH) came up with a clever plan, he got off his camel and asked people to let it go by itself without interruption until it stopped. In that spot Muhammad (PBUH) ordered the building of the mosque which would the first mosque in Islam. This mosque is still standing in its same spot until today. The man who owned the land, Abu Ayyoub Al Ansari, had the honor of having Muhammad living in his house until the mosque was completely built when Muhammad permanently moved there. The second Muhammad (PBUH) set foot on the soil of Medina (Yathrib), he instantly became head of a state and began building the foundations for what will be the nucleus of the greater Islamic state. The mosque that he built would become the administrative center where all meetings and most critical decisions would be made. It would also be the place where conventions took place, and where Muhammad (PBUH) received all delegations and dignitaries to discuss Muslim and world matters and collectively resolved the matters facing the community. The mosque was also the place where Muslims gathered for prayers, worshiped, and learned the teachings of their religion freely.




  The first act that Muhammad (PBUH) did when he entered Medina was issuing decrees that addressed the lives of the people in the city. The Muslims of Medina, who sheltered the ones from Mecca were called the “Ansar” (The Supporters), and the newcomers were called the “Muhajerin” (The Emigrants). The first decree that he issued was a very unique one that was never done in history, he instituted the brotherhood between the supporters and emigrants where every supporter would shelter an emigrant and become brothers sharing everything they owned even inheritance.




  The second act was to make a pact with the second largest community in Medina, the Jews. Because they were “People of the Book”, they were free to worship without any interference and have the same rights as Muslims. After the mosque was built and people started gathering for prayers, they began a call to prayers by estimating the times. Muhammad (PBUH) and the worshippers started thinking of ways to call the people for prayers. One of Muhammad’s companions told him about a vision that he had to call for prayers by using a human voice, Muhammad (PBUH) approved. It was called “Athan”. Now the call for prayers (The Athan) is heard from millions of mosques around the four corners of the globe. Muhammad (PBUH) picked Bilal Bin Rabah, the Ethiopian slave mentioned before, during the persecution time who was freed by Abu Baker, to call for the prayers because of his nice voice, and he did so until Muhammad (PBUH) died.




  The Great Battle of Badr 624A.D




  The hostility of Quraysh towards the infant religion started from the first day Muhammad (PBUH) went public with his message. They did everything in their power to stop him in his tracks. They used every method and tool to humiliate and degrade him, from insulting and physically attacking him, to throwing animal waste on his back as he was praying. When the new religion started gaining momentum and getting more and more followers, including members or families of very powerful people in Mecca, Quraysh started feeling threatened and that caused them to prosecute Muhammad’s followers. They tried every punishment of torture, imprisonment, and death. This great injustice was the reason behind the migration of Muslims to Medina, they left their beloved city of Mecca, where they grew up and lived their lives, leaving behind families and homes, and sacrificing everything for what they believed in. They wanted their freedom to live, worship, pray, and spread their ideas without the fear of prosecution or pain. Even after they emigrated Quraysh didn’t stop, they prosecuted the families they left behind and confiscated their businesses and properties. On the top of that, they went to other tribes to conspire against Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers.




  The emigrants of Medina asked Muhammad to give them the permission to fight back or declare war against Mecca, but he did not want bloodshed and hoped that peace would prevail. He wouldn't allow them to fight unless it was in self-defense or to protect their homes and properties. However, because the emigrants lost everything they owned in Mecca added to the injustice and bad intentions of Quraysh to attack Medina, Muhammad (PBUH) was prompted to conduct economic attrition against them. Knowing that the trade caravans were the economic lifeline of Mecca, he sent some units to ambush and seize them on the route between Mecca and Levant. That gave the Muslims confidence and acquired badly needed revenues. It also sent Quraysh a message that the Muslims in Medina were a force to be reckoned with. Despite the constant demands and wishes of his followers to wage war and fight the enemy inside and outside Madina, especially Quraysh who was constantly plotting and gearing up to attack Medina, Muhammad did not want war and tried to avoid it at all costs. However, when the dangers started to threaten the very existence of the newborn state, he had no choice but to approve and told his followers to start preparing to fight. This contradicts some historians who later on claimed that Muslims were war mongers and that Islam spread in the lands by the sword. This was not the case because if it was, Islam wouldn’t have lasted until today and it would have disappeared like all other civilizations that have come and gone with time. Islam spread because of its message of peace, justice, harmony, tolerance, and social equality.




  Muslims learned of a huge caravan led by Mecca’s chief Abu Sufyan - a bitter enemy of Muhammad (PBUH) – that was coming from Levant. They thought that was a big opportunity because it was going to bring a lot of much needed revenues and to teach Quraysh a lesson. Abu Sufyan knew that Muhammad (PBUH) had left Medina and was coming to attack, so he quickly sent an envoy to Mecca to come and save their caravan. However, due to the experience and quick thinking of Abu Sufyan, he was able to make a detour with the caravan and changed the route, saving the caravan. He sent another envoy to Mecca to inform them that the caravan was saved and demanded that they return to Mecca. By that time, however, Quraysh had already left Mecca with an army of one thousand men led by the all of the most powerful and influential leaders, including Abu Jahl, Otba Bin Raby'ah, Al Walid Bin Otba, and Omayyah Bin Khalaf. When they learned of Abu Sufyan’s message, some of them decided to turn around and go back to Mecca, but Abu Jahl refused and said that he wouldn’t go back until the Muslims were wiped out. He also thought that if they returned, that would be a sign of weakness which would embolden the enemy. They decided to proceed and face the Muslims in the valley of Badr. Muhammad’s intelligence told him that Abu Sufyan had escaped with the caravan and also of Quraysh movements and their decision to fight for. At that point he realized that it was no longer a matter of interception of a caravan, but a full blown decisive battle that would alter the course of history; they were outnumbered by three to one. He found himself in need of urgent advice from his people because he knew that if he lost that would be the end of everything. He addressed his people and explained to them the gravity of what they were facing, without any hesitation they all chanted in one voice: “You lead, we’ll follow”. Muhammad was jubilant and prayed to Allah for a victory.




  The two sides faced off by the wells of Badr on a Friday in the seventeenth of the month of Ramadan; the battle began with an act that used to take place before the battles. Three of the leaders of Mecca, Otba Bin Raby'ah, his son Al-Walid, and his brother Shaybah emerged from Quraysh lines and asked for opponents from the Muslim army to fight. Muslim challengers where Ali Bin Abi Talib, Hamzah Bin Abdul-Muttalib – Muhammad's uncle- and Obayd Illah, they met in a three –on- three melee. All of the Quraysh challengers were killed, Muslims shouted and chanted, Muhammad (PBUH) saw that as a great sign, and then the two armies met and the real attack began. The Muslims fought bravely; even though they were outnumbered three to one, the Muslim army achieved a decisive victory over Quraysh. They killed all of the Quraysh leaders, including Abu Jahl and Omayyah Bin Khalaf, who was ironically killed by his ex-Ethiopian slave Bilal Bin Rabah. Muslims lost fourteen warriors while Quraysh lost seventy dead and the same number were taken as captives, the rest of them fled.




  Muhammad (PBUH) thanked Allah for that great victory and went back with the rest of the army triumphant to Medina while Quraysh went back in disgrace to the city of Mecca wailing for losing its leaders and vowing revenge. As for the prisoners, Muhammad (PBUH) ordered the release of any prisoner who would pay ransom. If they couldn't pay to free themselves, any prisoner who taught ten Muslim children to how read and write were allowed freedom. The implications of the Battle of Badr were disastrous for Quraysh, but a huge moral and strategic victory for the Muslims. It proved that they were a force to be reckoned with in the peninsula and kept Islam from extinction.




  Battle Of Uhud




  After the Battle of Badr humiliated and embittered Quraysh vowed to not rest until they had wiped out the Muslim army. They wanted to regain their dignity and standing among the tribes, so a year after the battle, they put together a campaign of three thousand heavily armed men led by Abu Sufyan, the chief of Mecca that marched on Medina. Some women went with them to give moral support and encouragement. One of them was Hind Bint Otbah Abu Sufyan’s wife who had lost her father, brother, and uncle in the battle of Badr. She blamed Hamzah - Muhammad’s uncle and one of the bravest - for their killings. The Muslim war council met, some suggested they stay in Medina and barricade themselves and wait for Quraysh, but others recommended that they meet them outside. Muhammad (PBUH) went with the second plan. They marched until they reached the slopes of Mount Uhud, with the mountain to their back Muhammad (PBUH) gave instructions to his fighters and picked fifty archers positioning them on both sides of the mountain and giving them strict orders to never abandon their posts no matter what happened, and to protect their rear even if the Muslims were dying and losing the battle.




  The battle started and two sides charged towards each other, in the beginning victory was on the Muslims side and Quraysh started fleeing the battlefield. When the archers on the mountain saw this, they thought that the battle was over and ran downhill after the spoils ignoring Muhammad’s orders to stay put. Spotting that gap on the mountain behind the Muslim army, Quraysh cavalry leader Khalid Bin Al-Waleed - the greatest warrior of Mecca and later in Islam - took his cavalry and went around the mountain with thunderous speed and swept through the Muslim ranks from the back. At that point the Muslims were entrapped and when the fleeing men of Quraysh saw this they came back and attacked the Muslim army from the front. Chaos and confusion went through the Muslim army, and they started fleeing to the top of the mountain and formed a ring around Muhammad (PBUH) to protect him. Hamzah -Muhammad’s uncle - was killed in the battle. The Muslims were defeated. Quraysh were overjoyed with the victory while Muslims returned to Medina licking their wounds after losing seventy men. Uhud was a great blow to the Muslims after their great victory in Badr. But they were not wiped out and they saved Muhammad’s life. They learned a somber lesson to never to let their guard down again and to stay put. They also found ways to turn this defeat into victory by hard work and discipline.




  Battle of the Trench (Al-Khandaq)


  627A.D




  After the battles of Badr and Uhud, and with people joining the new religion in groups and individually, Muslims became stronger and their roots dug deeper into Medina. Quraysh realized that they were not going to defeat Muhammad (PBUH) by themselves. In order to do so they had to form an alliance with different tribes and groups that lived in Arabia who shared Quraysh's hatred and interest to destroy the growing power of Muhammad (PBUH). They had that opportunity when some traitors from inside Medina formed a delegation that traveled to Mecca and offered to help Quraysh in forming a unified force from all tribes in the peninsula to attack Muhammad (PBUH) in one decisive battle that will annihilate the Muslims once and for all. This delegation went to all the tribes and powers one by one encouraging them to join. They were successful in putting together a great force ten thousand fighters strong. The leadership of this newly formed alliance was given to Abu Sufyan, the chief of Mecca, who didn’t waste time marching on Medina. Muhammad’s intelligence was informed about all of those events and the great confederate army coming towards them. The war council discussed the options, knowing that it was impossible to face that force alone. One of Muhammad's companions, Salman Al-Farisi or (Salman the Persian), suggested that they dig a huge trench around Medina. He told Muhammad (PBUH) that the idea was a war tactic implemented in Persia with great results. Every one of the Muslims started the hard and exhausting work of digging the trench which was to be on the Northern side of the city; all other sides were surrounded by hills.




  After the trench was dug, the Muslims barricaded themselves behind it with archers positioned in case the enemy was able to cross. A headquarters and a military command post were established on a hilltop overlooking the trench and the battlefield. When the Confederate army arrived, they were stunned by what they saw, it was something they had never experienced before. They laid a siege around Medina and began looking for a weak spots to cross, but every time they attempted the archers were waiting for them with a rain of arrows and spears. Frustrated and angry, they kept circling around to find any way to pass to the other side. The weather started changing and became extremely cold. Day after day the army started getting restless.




  On one Saturday night they finally decided to try to cross at any cost in one big attack. Just when they were about to start the offensive, a humongous, cold storm hit the area with terrible gusting winds that uprooted their camp tents, sent equipment flying, and overturning cooking pots. Visibility was zero, to the extent that a person couldn’t see the individual next to him. Abu Sufyan gathered the crowd and addressed them that he was calling off the operation and of his intention to return back to Mecca. By then everybody else had lost steam and didn’t have the strength, or the will, to fight. They left and the siege was over.




  The Muslims celebrated and the sounds of prayers and jubilations were all over Medina. Then, Muhammad (PBUH) prayed to God thanking him for this miracle and told his followers: “After this day they will not conquer you again but you will conquer them.” After the battle Quraysh lost hope of ever winning a war against Medina, they had no choice but to let the events take their course. On the other hand, Muslims were emboldened by this victory, and it strengthened their standing among all the tribes. They even began taking the initiative to punish and conquer all the tribes that were a part of the confederate army, which made them a feared and powerful force that no one could bring any harm.




  Treaty of Hudaybiah


  628A.D




  After emigrants left Mecca for Medina, the Meccans vowed never to let them come back to the city or go to the Kaaba for worship. One day, Muhammad (PBUH) had a vision that he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca and did the “Tawaf”’ around the Kaaba. Muslims were homesick and yearned to see Mecca and the “Old house”. They decided to turn that vision into a reality. Six years after the migration, Muslims left Medina for Mecca dressed in white pilgrimage clothes, leaving their weapons behind, and proclaimed that they were marching to Mecca in peace as pilgrims. This put Quraysh in a very bad position, they could not fight unarmed men who came to the city in peace as pilgrims, according to the customs and codes Quraysh had to allow anybody with the intention of performing Tawaf into the Mecca, however they were determined not to let any Muslims in Mecca.




  In the beginning Quraysh didn’t believe that the Muslims came as pilgrims, and they started to prepare for a fight. They decided to send an observation unit led by Khalid Bin Al-Walid (the hero of Uhud). After they knew that the Muslim march was peaceful, they still decided that the Muslims were not allowed to enter the city at any cost. They sent an envoy to Muhammad (PBUH) and asked him about the reasons for his trip. He told him that he came in peace to visit the “Holy house” and return home. He didn’t have any intent to fight. Quraysh continued to send envoys to sway him from going on with his task and convince him to go back to Medina. He refused and sent Othman Bin Affan to Quraysh because of his status to negotiate with them. Othman was unable to successfully negotiate with Quraysh to allow the Muslims to complete their pilgrimage.




  Meanwhile, as a show of strength and determination, Muslims pledged to Muhammad (PBUH) not to leave until they had achieved what they came for. Finally, Quraysh sent an envoy, offering a peace treaty that would allow Muslims to return and come back next year. At that time they would be allowed to come back to Mecca and make their pilgrimage. It was also a comprehensive peace treaty that will put an end to the hostilities between the two sides, including a ten year truce which Muhammad (PBUH) accepted. The truce that started with the name of almighty God include these terms:




  - There will be no fighting between the two sides for ten years.




  - Any tribe or group who wanted to join Muhammad was allowed to do so, and the same for Quraysh.




  - Any young man who comes to join Muhammad without his father's permission would be sent back, but if anyone goes to Quraysh would not.




  - Muslims will return that year and would be allowed to enter Mecca the following year for three days to do the Tawaf and leave, but they had to be unarmed except for the seat head swords.




  After the negotiation was over, Muhammad (PBUH) ordered his followers to return to Medina. A lot of people thought that the "Hudaybiah Treaty" was a bad deal and unfair for Muslims, however, Muhammad (PBUH) had a vision, history and the events that would follow proved that he was right to accept it for these reasons:




  - First, it made Muslims as an equal foe and put them on the same level as Quraysh.




  - The ten year truce gave Muhammad (PBUH) the opportunity to freely spread his message between people everywhere without worrying about Quraysh attacking the Muslims.




  - He was able to send envoys to kings and emperors outside the peninsula asking them to embrace Islam as a savior for them and their people because he had the convention that God did not send him only to the Arabs, but to all mankind.




  - Finally, it gave him the opportunity to pay more attention to the Muslim affairs, better their lives, and teach them and new comers about the principles of Islam.
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