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  Daniel and the Woodland Gnomes




  




  A cool, satisfying breeze whisked across Daniel Martin’s freckled brow as he stood alongside his favorite fishing stream. With a smooth underhand flip, his cork bobber went sailing, and when it hit the water, it made a subtle splash. The 12-year-old boy then sat against a shady oak tree, and stretched his wiry legs.




  “Ok, fish. Come and get it,” he grumbled.




  It was a hot day. This made Daniel more irritable than he already was. The fight he’d had earlier with his younger brother, Alex, was still fresh in his mind. He couldn’t stop thinking about it.




  Daniel grumbled again. “Why does he always have to be such a little pest? I told him I’d bring him here tomorrow.” His voice grew louder as he continued. “Sometimes I wish he’d never been born. Then I wouldn’t have to worry about him annoying me all the time.”




  Daniel had never spoken of his little brother in such a way. Dropping his head in shame, his face flushed, and guilt struck him. He sighed and picked aimlessly at the grass on which he sat. His biggest regret, however, had been when he’d shoved Alex, making him tumble to the ground. He could still see the image of his brother, crying, and running home with his fishing pole. Daniel’s eyes moistened with tears.




  Though it wasn’t long after, he felt a nibble, and his thinking skipped back to the present.




  Daniel sat up and waited anxiously.




  He could see the trout’s brilliant rainbow colors through the rippling of the clear water. The fish toyed with the big, red worm, playfully bumping it with its mouth. When the fish finally gulped the bait, Daniel jerked his fishing pole. The trout tugged and zigzagged left to right, jumping and splashing. The wide-eyed boy grew excited and held the pole tightly as the battle continued. Finally, after the fish tired and gave-in, Daniel reeled the trout to the stream’s bank. He was happy once again.




  “Take it easy, you silly fish,” he said, grinning. The trout pitched and flopped.




  Once he carefully removed the hook, Daniel walked over to place the trout into the fish basket, which he’d set in the shallow part of the stream. Upon lifting the lid, he discovered the two fish that he’d caught earlier had mysteriously vanished.




  “Huh, what happened to my fish?” he asked, confused.




  With a quick scan, he discovered a small hole on the side of the fish basket.




  “How did that get there?” he asked, even more puzzled.




  “Oh well, you won’t get away,” he said, looking to the trout in his left hand.




  He took an old handkerchief from the back pocket of his shorts, wadded it, and stuffed it tightly into the hole. He then dropped the slimy trout into the basket and shut the lid securely.




  “There, that ought to hold ya,” he said as he placed the basket back into the stream. After a quick re-bait of his hook and another cast, Daniel sat, once again, under the shady oak tree.




  He could think of no other place he’d rather be. He sat looking out to the rolling hills, the luring forestry, and the trickling stream. This was where he always chose to spend his summer days.




  Although, as Daniel sat capturing Mother Nature’s glory, he began to feel guilty once again. He knew Alex also enjoyed all these wonderful outdoor experiences.
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