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INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	"Washington's Immortals" is a compelling historical narrative by Patrick K. O'Donnell, which delves into the pivotal role of a lesser-known regiment during the American Revolutionary War. 

	 

	This book illuminates the valor, struggles, and significant contributions of the 1st Maryland Regiment, who O’Donnell describes as among the war’s true heroes, instrumental in the achievement of American independence.

	 

	 

	Origin and Formation

	 

	The 1st Maryland Regiment, dubbed "The Immortals" by O'Donnell, was formed in 1774, even before the official start of the Revolutionary War. 

	 

	Comprising young men from various walks of life, they were united by their commitment to the cause of American liberty. The regiment was crucial in several key battles, often facing overwhelming odds and superior British forces. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Key Battles and Contributions

	 

	The narrative is structured around the various critical engagements of the war, beginning with the Battle of Brooklyn (also known as the Battle of Long Island), where the regiment executed a heroic and crucial rear-guard action that allowed the bulk of George Washington’s army to escape to Manhattan, thus saving the army from probable destruction early in the war.

	 

	O'Donnell vividly recounts other significant battles involving the Marylanders, such as the battles of White Plains, Trenton, Princeton, Camden, Guilford Courthouse, and Yorktown. 

	 

	In each instance, the Marylanders demonstrated exceptional bravery and resilience, often turning the tide of the battles with their disciplined fighting tactics.

	 

	 

	Personal Stories and Anecdotes

	 

	One of the book’s strengths is its deep humanization of the war through personal stories and anecdotes of the soldiers. O'Donnell's extensive research involved reading letters, diaries, and pension applications of the veterans, allowing him to present a nuanced portrayal of their experiences, sacrifices, and the brutal realities of 18th-century warfare. 
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