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TO HeLL

SINCE 1994, MEXICO HAS BEEN COOPERATING WITH THE UNITED 5TATES TO COMBAT ILLEGAL MIGRATION. EVERY
MGRANT CAUGHT BY THE MEXICAN POLICE ALONG THE OVER 2,000 KM STRETCH BETWEEN CHIAPAS AND THE UMTED
STATED |5 SENT BACK TO THE BORDER WITH GUATEMALA. MOST OF THESE PEOPLE END UP IN TECUN UMAN,
WAITING FOR THE RIGHT MOMENT TO RETURN. THE RIVER AREA 15 A HOTBED FOR ALL KINDS OF TRAFFICKERS.

THEN THERE ARE THE PERDIDOS, THE LOST.
THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BACK HERE, WHOSE ONLY GOAL 15 TO RETURN NORTH

X | REACHED THE RIVER EARLY IN THE MORNING.
MO5T OF THE PERDIDOY END UP BATTLING WITH ALCOHOL AND
\

DRUGS OF THE WORST POYYIBLE QUALITY.
| TRIED TO AVOD THEM.

| HAD A BACKPACK . s
THAT | FOUND ON
THE GROUND OUTHIDE
THe CITY.

INOIDE | HAD A 15 LITRE PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE, A TOOTHBRUSH, SOME TOLET

| PAPER AND A FEW PACKS OF BISCUITS, | HAD 50Me MONEY IN MY POCKETS, A

LITTLE. THE BULK OF IT WA SEWN INTO THE FALSE BOTTOM OF MY UNDER-
PANT®.

~L
i RPLON ,4"'\-./14,2-‘,

L’
WHICH 1 ‘,

HAVEN'T
| CHANGES
IV DAY?,
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IT WA> THE FIRST TIME THAT I'D AID MY NEW NANME.

AYMAR WAS THE NAME OF A FRIEND OF
MINE, HE REALLY WAS FROM PUCALLPA
AND OF BASQUE DESCENT. IV HI9 EARLY
TWENTIES, HE MOVED TO THE MINING
TOWN OF CERRO DE PASCO, LOCATED
IN THE PERWIAN ANDES AT AN ALTITUDE
OF 4400 M.

AFTER DESTROYING HIo
LUNGS IN THE TUNNELS
OF THE GREAT MINE, HE
FORMED A TRADE UNON
MOVEMENT TO RECOG-

A PERWIAN LAW SUPPORTED BY THAT GREAT BENEFACTOR OF THE HOMELAND
FUJMORI PROHIBITED THE UNIONIZATION OF COMPANIES WITH LESS THAN 200
WORKERY, THE CERRO DE PASCO MINE HAD 2000 DVIDED INTO ELEVEN 5UBSIDIARIES
THAT ALL HAD LESS THAN 300 AND WERE ALL NON-UNIONIZED. THANKS TO THE
STRUGGLES OF AYMAR AND HI5 MOVEMENT, IT WAS RULED THAT THE WORKERS
SHOULD BE COUNTED CUMULATIELY.

BLANCO 15 5IMPLY
THE 5PANISH TRANS—
LATION OF THe
MCKNAME: | HAD
WHEN | WA A
SKINNY, PALE BOY
WHO NEVER 5POKE
TO ANYONE.

LooK over
THere! THe
RAILWAY!
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THE FIRST FERRYMEN ARRIVED..

==

oy S A\ P ) % 3
(A = NN A YA
MANY CHANGED THEIR MIND: THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS WAS TOO MUCH. IN ORDER TO PA%, THEY WOULD HAVE TO

CONTEND WITH THE RIVER OR PAY BY TRANSPORTING WHO KNOWS WHAT BEYOND THE BORDER.

7 PR

_—

THE ILENCE WAS UNSETTLING.

“WoE TO YOU, CORRUPTED 40ULS! FORGET YOUR HOPE
|, OF EVER SEEING HEAVEN: | COME TO LEAD YOU TO THE
£F7T He7g YHORE, TO THE ETERNAL DARK, TO FIRE AND
ROOT"
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IT_GET% HARDER &VERY
TIMe. THERE ARE MORE
AND MMorE CHECKS!

HAVE YU eVeER
MANAGED TO GET
UP THERE?

TWICE. THE FIROT TIME WAS OVER
TEN YEARS AGO AND IT WAS EASY.
THE SECOND TIME WAS THREE
YEARS AGO. MUCH MORE DIFFICULT!

90 DO You KNow
WHERE TO GET THE
TRAIN FrOM?

IF W& GO THROUGH THE
ForesT , We 5HOULD INTER-
9ECT WITH IT. IF IT GOES
NORTH, AT 0ME POINT WE
SHOULD CRO%H THE TRACKS,
RIGHT?

IT WA WHERE WE WERE GOING,
WHERE THE POLICEMEN WERE.
IVe MADE THI5 JOURNEY FOUR

TIMES AND | 5TILL HAVEN'T
LEARNT THAT YOU 5HOULD Never
TAKE THE SHORTEST, MOST

DIRECT ROUTE.

No!
THE TRAIN TAKES A 5TRANGE
ROUTE. IT DOESN'T GO IMMEDI-
ATELY NORTH. WE HAVE TO GO
OVER THERE.

I'M JUAN.
JUAN VELASCO GOMEZ.
FROM HONDURAS
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OVER THE NEXT FEW DAY, | PENT HOURS RUBBING THE KNEES OF MY TROUSERS

AND MY 5HOES
ON THE CARPET

| STOPPED WASHING, | SPENT MOST OF THE TIME TRYING TO CONVINCE MYSELF THAT I'D MAKE IT. | REPEATED A
STATISTIC LKE A MANTRA FOR HOURS:

600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN I.

600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAN I. 600,000 PEOPLE
MAKE T EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAN | 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY
| YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN . 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500
= 4, CAN MAKE T, THEN 50 CAN . 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY
ITHEN 90 CAN 1. 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT,
600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAA/ I
/HAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAN . 60|
YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAN 1. 600,000 PEOPLE

000 PEOPLE MAK 3 7L X\ 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MA

IT EVERY YEAR. o KEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 (F
s Dvge 1500 A D‘ 4 HBN 0 CAN 1. 600,000 PEZ
YEAR A DAV IF THEY Lol < pLE /MAKB T

—t

A DAY, e Ak
V1, THEN Gl

THEN 50 _ " . 600001 e + /
600,000 PEOPLE MANE 1] “EVER e e g
MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY % T T SRV , . )

YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN i 600 000 Pédaus /nA e . over 1500
A DAY, IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN | 600,000 PEOPLE /VIAKE IT every Year Y. IF THeY
CAN MAKE IT, THEN 90 CAA/ . 600,000 PEOPLE /VIAKB IT eVeRY YeAR OVER 1300 A ( MAKE IT,

THEN 50 CAN | 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY [ %0 CAN |
600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THE] “PEOPLE
MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THE J
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THAT THERE IoN'T
ONE. IT DOESN'T PA%S

YeAH! BUT NOT ANY MORE. THEY
THIo WAY ANY more!

9AY THERE WAS A FLOOD THAT
DESTROYED PART OF THE TRACK
NEAR ARRIAGA AND THEY'VE NEVER
REBULT IT. THEY 5AY IT WASN'T
WORTH IT.

WHAT DO YoU MEAN
THERE'S NO TRAIN?

IT DID TWO
YeARs AGO!

WHEN DID THAT
HAPPEN? LAST YEAR 15 INFORMATION THAT COULD BE OBTAINED FROM A
FVE-MNUTE YEARCH ON THE INTERNET OR A PHONE CALL. IT MysT
HAVE EVEN BEEN WRITTEN S0MEWHERE. BUT MIGRANTS DON'T HAVE
INTERNET AND CAN'T MAKE CALLS. THE ONLY TRUSTWORTHY INFORMA~
TION COMeS FROM PEOPLE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE THEM. BUT
THI> NEwS MOVES AT THE PACE OF MIGRATION. A 5LOW PACE,

MEASURED IN YEARS.

LAST Year THeY
SAID!

'\,‘l‘ 4. (PN s
A9 FOR Mg, | DIDN'T READ UP ABOUT IT FOR THE SAME REASON. IF | WANT TO
BE A MIGRANT, | HAVE TO TRAVEL LIKE THEM.

|2
WHEF:Z\RZG;/O(/ ZfLT ?GGWG? DO You MeAN TENOSIQUE DE

Are YOU CRAZ)? TENOYIQUE
19 AT LEAST 500 KILOMETRES
FROM HERE.

AND YOU WON'T FIND ANYTHING
ALONG THE TRACK. NO FOOD
OR WATER. JoT ForesT!

PINO SUAREZ?

YEAH! TeNOSIQUE
DE PINO SUAREZ.

THEY 5AY YOU HAVE TO TAKE THE
TRAIN FROM TENOSIQUE. MOST
PEOPLE ARE LOOKING TO GET A
RIDE IV TRUCKS AND VANS, WE
DECIDED TO GO ON FOOT, FOL~
LOWING THE TRACK!
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IT WA OF LITTLE UoE

600,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAL
1.'600,000 PeOPLE MAKE IT Bl/gj
CAN 17600,000 PEOPLE MAKE.

50 CAN 1 600,000 PEQRE

THEN 50 CAN 60000

T, THEN &
MAKE IT
CAV

& DAY, IF THEY Cyl\

% 1500 A DAY, IF

Jear ovER 1500 A
oY YEAR. OVER 1500

VAT |T eveR! YEAR OVERN1- >
PLE MAKE IT =~ ' )
700 PEOPLE MA¥ IT WA LIKE TAKING A |
400,000 PEOPLE RENOLVER WITH ONE ROUND |
2 CaN’l. 600,000 Pt IV THE CHAMBER. 1
. o THEN 90 CAN| 600,0uy reurie manc 1 orer
THe: LA /HAK& IT, THEN 90 CAN | 600,000 PEOPLE MAKE ™
IF THEY CAN MAKE T, THEN 50 CAN |, 600,000 PeOPLE )
DAY, IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN | 600,000 PEOPLE
A'DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN 17600,000 PEOPLE M7

400,000 PEOPLE MAKE IT EVERY YEAR. OVER 1500 A'DAY, w1 hei Lot i
ClAg/oO,’oéoo% goeoagLEEOP/nLAeK?”AW};BEIVTEEBYVéeyAEYEOAVEK 4NN A NANM W TIEN 7 Al MaAz % o -
R R. ¢
; ‘g ON THE MORNING OF THE BlG DAY, | RETRACED THE
Tﬁg,vcég fc fﬁoroggo‘%ﬁg‘p {’Lgogféemﬂgllﬁwr TECUN UMAN 5LOPE IV THE OPFOSITE DRECTION.
1T, THEN 50 CAN 1. 600,000 PEOPLE MA
MAKE T, THEN 50 CAN’L 600,000 PEOPL| | itmmme
CAN MEKE T, THEN 90 CANL. 600,000 P|
ATHEY CAV MAKE T, THEN 50 Can’ 17 60° "Ml
IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50 CAN
DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN 50
A DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKE IT, THEN
1500 A DAY. IF TH&Y CAN MAKE IT, °
aVER 1500 A DAY. X THEY CAN /¢
Year. over 1500
JEVERY YEAR QUER 12
T ever). Youe over
MAKE T \EWeRY Yer
PEOPLE [WIE IT EN
600,000 PEGERIAMAKE X
"1, 500 08Pe R&E
CAN 11600 000~A&
S0ZCAN 1 600,08
THEN 50 CaN [ 6N
LT, THEN 90 CANY
( mAke IT, THEN o
CAN MAKE IT, THEN
{THEY Cav maKE T
IF THEY CAN MAKE T
DAY. IF THEY CAN MAKA
A DAY IF THEY CAN /g
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A ‘ THERE ARE ALWAYS WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME
DOZeN® OF PeOPlE YOU CAME HERE?

WAITING FOR THE TRAN

HERE. WHY 15 NOBODY
HERE TODAY?

VER TWO
YeARS AGO!

f oOMETHING
1oN'T RIGHT!

MAYBE SOMETHING HAS

CHANGED IV THE MEANTIME! THIS 15 THE PERFECT PLACE

TO WAIT. THERE MUST BE
DOZENS OF PeoPlE Here!

NO. THERE MJST BE
S0MEONE HERE.
WE'RE J5T OUTHIDE

YOU CAN'T WAT FOR THE
TRAIN AT THE STATION LIKE A
SCHEDULED TRAIN, BUT AT THE
SAME TIME IT DOESN'T MAKE

SENYE TO 5TAY FURTHER

Awvay!

oW THOUGHTS INEVITABLY TURNED TO THE EARLIER ROUND-UP.
SURELY THEY COULDN'T HAVE ARRESTED EVERYONE?

—

HEY! WHAT'>
GOING ON?
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A FEW MMUTES LATER, WE ARRWVED IN MEXICO, IN CIUDAD HIDALGO.

THE MEXICAN BORDER POLICE AT LEAST HAD THE DECENC) TO
LOOK THE OTHER WAY WHILE THE FERRYMAN TIED THE RAFT TO
THE BRIDGE PIER.

WE QUICKLY DISEMBARKED.

THE FERRYMAN BECKONED
Us TO LEA/E QUICKLY.

THE 300 DOLLARS GUARAN-
TEED U A KIND OF
IMNMUNIT) ACRO%5 THE
RWVER, BUT AFTERWARDS..
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FOR A FEW MOMENTS | WAS DUMBSTRUCK.

S—1

AND STARTED TO RUN LIKE MAD FOR WHAT SEEMED LIKE FOREVER.

P < i

15 THI5 THE FIRST
TiMe YouVe TRIED?

YoU DON'T LOOK
CENTRAL AMERICAN!

ARE THINGS
BAD THere
T00?

BUT ST FOR A FEW NMOMENTS. THEN | AL50 |
FoLLOWED Y WSTWCT |

15 THERE
ANYWHERE IN THIS
CONTINENT WHERE

THINGS AREN'T
BAD?
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BUT ANYWAY, WERE IN MEXICO AND THIZ 15 ALREADY A BIG STEP FORWARD FOR MANY PEOPLE.

oo

SANDS OF KILOMETREY LIE BETWEEN HERE AND THAT FINAL BARRIER
IT RANGES FROM A MIMMUM OF 2000 TO A MAXIMUM OF 4000, DEPENDING ON YOUR ROUTE.

i Y
2 N o
"‘E TARNN -5’
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DAY {

S

DURING THE DAY | PENT AT TECUN UMAN, |
TRANSFORMED MYSELF INTO AYMAR BLANCO

A BARCELLONA SHIRT.

| BOUGHT 20Me MOLESKIN
TROUSERS AT THE MARKET

| A PAR OF CHEAP SNEAKERS AND
NEW YORK YANKEES CAP 90CKS THAT WERE THREADBARE

FAUX LEATHER BEFORE | BOUGHT THeM
JACKET
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| RAN FOR AROUND TEN MINUTES

| ROLLED ON THE GROUND
A CoupPLe OF TiMes

20 THAT | WAS
DIRT) ENOUGH.

A MGRANT WITH CLEAN CLOTHES I5N'T VERY CREDIBLE.

I'VE SPENT MANY YEARS IN LATIN AMERICA, 50 | WON'T
HAVE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE LANGUAGE.

MY FARLY DARK COMPLEXION WILL HELP TO CAMOUFLAGE
ME AND ANYWAY THERE ARE LOTS OF WHITES LIKE ME IN
LATIN AMERICA.

MY HEIGHT MAKES IT SLIGHTLY HARDER FOR ME TO PA%S
MYSELF OFF A5 LATIN AMERICAN, WHICH 15 WHY Ve
INVENTED THE 5TORY ABOUT THE AMAZON AND MY
BASQUE ORIGIN®.

| CHO%E PUCALLPA A5 MY HOME CITY BECAU%E | LIVED
THERE FOR A LONG TIME AND | REMEMBER IT WELL.. IF |
MEET SOMEONE WHO KNOW/S g’ , THEN ILL KNOW WHAT
TO 9AY.
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IF | HAND OVER THE EMVELOPE,
THERE'®S NO TRMING BACK

1 CAN oTILL
CHANGE MY
MIND.

bone! Ive
LosT MY
SHIELD.

A 9TUPI
RECTANGULAR
BOOKLET

,

WITH AN IN5CRIPTION
IV GOLD LETTERY:
EUROPEAN UNION -

ITALIAN REPUBLIC.

FICTNA UG GO

|
|
|
|

| NO LONGER HAVE MY ONLY
PROTECLTION. IT'> GONE.
DESTINATION:
MEXICO CITY.
JAIME' > HOUSE.

AND FLAVIANO BIANCHIM
HAS GONE WITH IT REPLACED BY AYMAR
BLANCO, BORN IV
PUCALLPA, IV THE

PERWIAN AftaZoN, OF
ANCIENT BASSUE

DESCENT.

WE ARE ON THE BORDER BETWEEN GUATEMALA AND
MEXICO, ON THE SUCHIATE RIVER.

TRAFFIC Here ONLY Gogd
ONE WA).

/v’ / )
FROM GUATEMALA TO MEXICO.

THE LAST DESTINATION
15 THE WNITES
STATES.
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Bianchini - Ballati

MIGRANTES

~ Paperless and clandestine by choice,
he’s crossing Mexico by choice

towards the
American dream
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\/ Have You .
AT LEAST YOULL NEVER GET THERE
ALRE;A}I;;’&?&N THETECKS At ot ALIVE. T’ TWO WEEKS OF
e e Lo NOTHING BUT FOREST. NO VLLAGE
g b i AND NO OPPORTUNITY TO 5TOCK UP.
ONCE, FOUR YEARS AGO. IT' ON ! AND THERE ARE JAGUARS AT NIGHT!
THE OTHER 5DE OF MEXICO. T
IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THERE ON

FOOT. IT'> SUICIDE!

W& DON'T HAVE 500
DOLLARS, WEVE NO
OTHER CHOICE!

MAYBE IF THERE ARE A LOT OF U9,
WE CAN FIND ll\— TRUCK THAT CO5T%
€957

WE'RE OFF. WE'LL

WEVE ALREADY TRIED.
NO ONE WILL TAKE
YoU FOR LESS THAN

200. THE POLICE

TAKE AT LEAST HALF!

THEY'LL Never
MAKE IT. DO YOU
HAVE 300
DOLLARS?






