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        * * *

      

      
        
        Listened to a song today – can’t get the lyrics out of my mind.

        They fly around and won’t go away,

        soaring high inside my head seems unfair to be emotion led.

        A song about fathers and of their sons.

        Of pain and anguish over loved ones – you want them like you, just as you are, but be honest did you really go far?

        Were you like your father or did you break free?

        Did you ask yourself where would you rather be?

        You made the mold and fashioned the clay,

        but what of your ego, did you have it your way?

        Did you tell him you loved him when he was a child?

        Did you show him your love, did you let it run wild?

        That being a man is about caring and crying, and if you want then you can?

        So, on goes the music around in my head along with the tears as well as old fears.

        Does he know that I love him as he walks away?

        I whisper it softly but I know he can hear when his pace starts to slow and he looks back with no fear.

        He seems to be saying ‘Don’t worry Dad I’m on the right track. I know that you love me – one day I’ll be back.’

        It’s what I said to my father as well, so now I just wait for time to tell.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        I lie in the dark eyes open

        My eyes, like a man hanging desperately from the edge of a cliff, grab at the light trying to focus as if….

        But there is no light save that in my head growing ever brighter then suddenly dead.

        My eyes greet the dark of the night.

        I lie in the dark eyes open

        In the dark of the night, time creeps so slow – forever lingering, refusing to go.

        Ever loud, the beat of my heart fills my ears.

        Cold blood flows, visits old friends – awakens old fears then slowly but surely brings on my tears.

        Like flotsam and jetsam in rivers flow, memories surface then sink with nothing to show.

        I know they were there but where did they go?

        I lie in the dark eyes open

        I remember my love – taste the salt in my tears.

        We ruled the world, had perfect years.

        Then I sigh as I welcome the warmth of the sun as with one final breath, I go forward to meet her as we become one.

        Finally,

        I lie, eyes closed.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        Spring calls. I rise from my slumber, exhilarated by the sounds as life awakens.

        On my tree.

        I look around and see many friends. All of us young and eager

        but where are the others?

        Those with the experience of yester year, they have gone – vanished as if never here.

        In the gentle sun I stretch and glory with all my friends to live my story.

        But what will happen when I too gain the experience of yester year?

        Will someone greet me, or will I just fall to vanish as if never here at all.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        It took a long time to get here.

        I started down my road eighty years ago, and here I am.

        Remember as remember can.

        Don't let them tell you time passes quickly, it has taken me eighty years to get here, and I savor every moment like a fine wine or perhaps a nice piece of chocolate.
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