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Roby Guerra has published several collections of poetry,
fiction novels and essays. He promotes a new poetic approach to
futurism. He is a literary researcher in the field of
transhumanism, and an expert in the history and future of Italian
Futurism. He participated in Transvision 2010 , international
conference on transhumanism in Milan. He has published several
texts for the literary magazine Argo of Bologna and has produced
some work of sound poetry and video poetry. He also published an
interview with Italian transhumanist Stefano Vaj in h+ Magazine.
 
 
 

  http://futurguerra.blogspot.com/ *
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Writings (2010-2020), by Roby (or Roberto) Guerra (1960),
futurist and futuristic writer, international
(USA-England-Brazil-France) reviews and interviews, in
English...etc.
  
  
 


 
 
And... always by the author, interviews and reviews on
Foreign Authors in Italian. 
 
 
Media on line, foreign and Italian, by the author,
respectively. 
 


  
  
  

  





  

    

      
Scritti (anni 2010-2020 circa), di Roby (o Roberto) Guerra
(1960), scrittore futurista e futuribile, internazionali
(Usa-Inghilterra-Brasile-Francia) recensioni e interviste, in
inglese...etc.
    
    
  
  



  
 
 
E... sempre dell'autore, interviste e recensioni su Autori
esteri in italiano. 
 
 
In Media on line, esteri e italiani, a cura
dell'autore. 
 
 

  *Info https://robertoguerra.onweb.it/it 
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  Toward scientific futurism

 

   


  (Part...)

 

   


  
  https://transvision2010.wordpress.com/2010/07/28/transvision-2010-toward-scientific-futurism/
  
    

  

    

      


    
  




by Giulio Prisco   
 

Some translated excerpts of Roberto Guerra’s 
TRANSVISION 2010 Verso il Futurismo Scientifico
(original in Italian), with comments. Roberto is one of the leading
Italian Futurist (not Neo-Futurist: Futurism is always Neo) artists
and, like all Futurist writers, he uses language in a mercurial and
unconventional way which makes his writings a pleasure to read, but
difficult to translate. My translation is understandable, but does
not have the futurist sparks of the original, and I encourage those
who read Italian to read the original.  
 
   




(by Roberto Guerra)“Soon (October 2010, Milano)
starts Transvision 2010, the periodic event of the Transhumanist
Movement, the futurology of the age of Internet, globally
disseminated. A Great Event once promoted by the Humanity + (ex
W.T.A) mother-ship. This edition is organized by the Italian
Transhumanist Association (AIT).”
 
   



 
(G.P. ) Of course, the “mother-ship” Humanity+
will be represented by many participants and speakers, including
the Chair 
David Orban, the Vice Chair 
Ben Goertzel and the Executive Director 
Alex Lightman. From this article is evident that
TransVision 2010 will not be focused only on contemporary and
future scientific advances, but also on the synergies between
Science and Art, of which contemporary Italian Futurism represents
one of the best examples.  
 

(by Roberto Guerra) “The AIT, in a recent and very
significant turn of the movement toward activism in the media,
collaborates with the promoters of contemporary 
Futurism: Graziano Cecchini (well known for the
Red Fountain performance and other futurist actions, the only
italian artist in the Taschen Usa 2010 catalog), Antonio Saccoccio
(the net-futurist digital natives of the web), Giovanni Tuzet
(teacher at the Bocconi in Milano, theorist of logic futurism) and
the author [Roberto] (writer and electronic poet).  
 
   



“A
futurology-transhumanism-neofuturism synergy, officially defined in
the year of the futurist centenary, with the live centenary in
Ferrara-emphasized by Rai Due [Italian television] in The Future of
Futurism 

  … and the book published by the AIT Divenire 3 Futurismo:
  the re-invention of futurism in its essence, dynamic and
  techno-scientific ante litteram….” …... 
 
 
   



“  

  [Riccardo] Campa
  [in his recent book Mutare o Perire (Change or Perish – The
Challenge of Transhumanism)] emphasizes also the need for the
collaboration of the artists more attuned to the new cyber-cultures
(for example the writers- in Italy, the young connectivists like 
Verso, Battisti and others- science-fiction film makers,
even the still leading futurist aesthetics) to facilitate
overcoming a certain future shock, whose neo-obscurantist symptoms
are often clearly evident in old media (like the printed press), in
Italy, in certain cultural circles historically entrenched in
obsolete epistemologies, para-religious or para-secular and
ideological (right/left together… not surprisingly!), the well
known gap between the national humanistic tradition and… the Earth
rapidly spinning in the universe.  
 
The urgency of new paradigms, also
social and cultural, and especially institutional and economic,
insists Campa, appears even more urgent in view of the most
advanced frontiers of contemporary science, which is now close,
beginning in the second half of this century, to make reality of
apparently science fictional ideas like human hibernation, cloning,
Artificial Intelligence, Mind-Up Loading (that is, the transfer of
human consciousness in cloned, robotic or even virtual bodies,
practically a form of semi-immortality), the so-called
technological Singularity, not to speak of very current and
“vulgar” developments like cognitive science, education after
Internet, online information, eBooks, domotics, cybersex, almost
total autimation, space travel, GMO and nanotechnology for medical
and other applications (and similar things behind the corner…).”   

 
   



*Eppur si vola 
 Roberto Guerra: writer and video poet. His published
works include, among other writings, “Marinetti e il Duemila” (in
AA.VV. “Divenire 3 Futurismo” edited by AIT, 2009, Sestante
Edizioni) and “Moana Lisa Cyberpunk” (Edizioni Diversa Sintonia,
2010). He participated in “The Scientist International Videoart
Festival” organized by Ferrara Video&Arte. In 2009 he
organized, with 
Graziano Cecchini “Futurismo 100 live”, dedicated to 100
years of Futurism. Since 2010 he is the coordinator of the
Laboratory of Futurist Literature of AIT (Italian Transhumanist
Association).
 
 
**Videopoesie 1.Bunker (2000) 12′ di Andrea Forlani, Filippo
Landini, con Roberto Guerra * da The Scientist 2007 Video Festival
Internazionale (Ferrara) 2.Moana Lisa Cyberpunk (2010) 2′ di
Maurizio Ganzaroli. Promo Ufficiale dell’omonimo volume di Roberto
Guerra (Edizioni Diversa Sintonia) 3.Graziano Cecchini 1 Maggio
Futurista (2010) 1′ di Roberto Guerra- tributo a Rossotrevi   
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  *Original version in Italy by Roberto Guerra 
 http://www.transumanisti.it/3_articolo.asp?id=103   
 


  Transhumanism and Futurism of the Will: an interview with
  Stefano Vaj

  
 
 

https://hplusmagazine.com/2013/10/28/transhumanism-and-futurism-of-the-will-an-interview-with-

stefano-vaj
/ (USA) 
 
   



 
Q: Transhumanism: the new scientific futurism?

 

Stefano Vaj: In the last years, one Leitmotiv of
my interventions in this debate has been that transhumanism is (or
ought to be) a futurism of the will, not a “weather forecast”
futurism.
 
It may be worth here to stress how
ridiculous much of the scepticism, past and present, is relative to
the possibilities of technoscience. Transhumanism should not tell
us what will happen, but what might happen if we want it to. The
idea that incredible, unlimited developments are bound to take
place no-matter-what, as 
Kurzweil and other writers appear to suggest, is
not only deeply demobilising, reducing organised transhumanism to a
bunch of cheerleaders or to a tea party gathered to applaud
progress as inevitable as it is automatic, but it is contradicted
by what many look upon as a marked decline, if not in the pace of
techno-scientific progress, then at least in its acceleration that
the ebullient era roughly going from 1870 to 1970, to which we are
still largely indebted for present achievements, has accustomed us
to take for granted.
 
I therefore think that
transhumanism is, and should be, above all a futurism that invites
us to climb again on the “promontory of centuries”, as 
Marinetti formulates it.
 
   



 
Q: Humanism, posthumanism or even an
anti-humanism? 
 

Stefano Vaj: What really matters is overcoming
humanism (what in Italian we call “umanismo”). In fact, an entire
issue of the theoretical journal of the Italian Transhumanist
Association, Divenire. Rassegna di studi interdisciplinary sulla
tecnica e il postumano, is devoted to this subject with
contributions by 
Riccardo Campa, Luciano Pellicani, Roberto Marchesini, Aldo
Schiavone, Mario Pireddu, Salvatore Rampone, Max More, Rémi Sussan,
Roberto Guerra, Emmanuele Pilia, Ugo Spezza, Francesco Boco and
myself . Because of course, as I discussed with 
Adriano Scianca in the booklet Interview with 
Stefano Vaj on Biopolitics and Transhumanism,
which can be accessed online here, a posthuman change can only take
place if it is preceded by a posthumanist change.
 
Besides, the essential connections
between transhumanism, overhumanism (in the sense applicable to 
Nietzsche, Heidegger and Marinetti) and
posthumanism are perfectly clear to the “humanist” enemies of all
this, from 
Kass to Fukuyama to d’Agostino to Habermas to McKibben to
Ratzinger, much more than they are to many
transhumanists.
 
It is true that the now
patronising, now diffident attitude of part of the posthumanist
culture (see for instance Viroid Life: Perspectives on 
Nietzsche and the Transhuman Condition by 
Keith Ansell-Pearson or The Paradox of the
Posthuman: Science Fiction/Techno-Horror Films and Visual Media by 
Julie Clarke) towards “organised transhumanism”
does generate some confusion, precisely because of eschatological,
Manichean, speciesist and universal, in one word “humanist”
residues, which can legitimately be detected in some supporters of
transhumanism but which it is certainly abusive to generalise, as
all the Italian neo-Futurists, including myself, are here to point
out.
 
Another complicating factor is that
in English there exists just a single word, humanism.
 
Originally it referred to Humanism
(what we call in Italian “Umanesimo”), the cultural Renaissance
movement of the XIVth and XVth centuries, from 
Pico della Mirandola to Giordano Bruno, that it
would be hard indeed not to identify as the root of the “pagan”
recovery of the ancient ethics of knowledge and self-improvement
that have ultimately inspired Transhumanism, and which by extension
now refers to the contemporary opposition to monotheistic
fundamentalism; but nowadays this word also refers to humanism as
such, that is to the (exquisitely anti-transhumanist) negation of
everything that 
Max More, Roberto Marchesini, Gregory Stock, Guillaume
Faye, Peter Sloterdijk, Yves Christen , etc. stand for,
inspired by 
Heidegger ’s Letter on Humanism and by the
essentially Nietzschean idea that “man is something that must be
overcome”.  
 
In this sense, an early version of
the Transhumanist Declaration contained an ambiguous reference to
“humanism” (which however no longer figures in the latest version
of this text); but here too the idea that this sentence simply
meant that “everything good that one could find in humanism is
today subsumed by transhumanism” refuted the unlikely
interpretation of transhumanism as a “humanism”. A thesis validated
by the fact that the person responsible for the inclusion of this
reference, that is, 
David Pearce, is for sure “anti-humanist”, in the
sense of a radical anti-speciesist if in no other.
 
Personally, even though I consider
myself an anti-speciesist, I do not share many of Pearce’s stances
on “animal rights”, that in my opinion are a kind of “widened
human(itarian)ism”; but no doubt Pearce and myself are both equally
distant from the idea that all, and only, the members of the human
species would have something that makes them incommensurably and
definitely diverse from the rest of the natural and artificial
world in which we are immersed, and as such “in the image and
likeness” of some transcendent Being even when they have not gone
beyond the embryonic stage or are born anencephalic.
 
I should add that I have already
had the opportunity to write about the deconstruction of Humanity
as a secularised avatar of Christianity in my essay Artificious
Intelligences.
 
   



 
Q: What about the soul? Is it a residue of
evolution? 
 

Stefano Vaj: The soul, that of a person as well as
that of a people, is in my view nothing other than “what we are”,
what we are summoned to become. That is, what makes us different,
and what, as I have argued in Biopolitics. The New Paradigm,
technoscience today would allow us to exalt and self-determine to
an unprecedented degree, via a quantum leap matched only by the
Neolithic revolution if not by hominisation itself.
 
There is however no doubt that the
soul is a cultural and evolutionary construct. It is not an
“essence” that pre-exists in some original Hyperuranion or noumenal
world, prior to and beyond the perception of its becoming that
others may have of it. Like the “spirit” or the “psyche”
etymologically refers to the “breath”, to respiration, which allows
one to distinguish a living body from a corpse, so the “soul”, what
in Italian we call “anima”, is what “animates” the body, or its
avatars, or at least its historic trace, and not the pale and
oxymoronic ghost of monotheist metaphysics which survives the death
of the relevant entity.
 
Hence transhumanism takes over an
“evolutive” vision of the Indo-European conception of immortality
of the soul as an empirical, historical survival, through our
persistence in the world, not as an otherworldly rapture.
 
   



 
Q: What about transhumanist art? 
 

Stefano Vaj:  The meeting between overhumanism, as
an intellectual moving-on from the humanist legacy, and
technoscience, as the practical possibility of human enhancement,
does not take place with Futurism by chance. As Divenire III well
illustrates, it lies directly or indirectly at the foundation of
all transhumanism, and arises not as a movement of engineers,
scientists or philosophers (although 
Riccardo Campa demonstrates in A Treatise of
Futurist Philosophy that it is easy to make a scholarly
reconstruction of its philosophical worldview), but rather of poets
and artists.  
 
But if transhumanism itself, in the
tradition of Mafarka the Futurist or of the Order of Cosmic
Engineers can be regarded as “art applied to ourselves and the
universe”, in the more usual sense of the term there exists a
lively artistic movement, with trends and critics explicitly
inspired by transhumanist topics. See for instance the living icon
par excellence of its American wing, 
Natasha Vita-More, the current chairman of
Humanity+; but also continental representatives like 
Roby Guerra, 
my present interviewer, or 
Giancarla Parisi, aka Carla Rhapsody, whose recent
vernissage in Milan bore the heading “Transhuman Woman”. Not to
speak of the neo-Futurist artists, like 
Graziano Cecchini, whom I by definition regard as
ideological, if not nominal, transhumanists.
 
   



 
Q: Transhumanism and politics? 
 

Stefano Vaj: Today Italian “politics of
politicians” is just the vaudeville of the colonial and globalist
power that currently runs our territory. Its rowdy quarrels poorly
conceal a shared adhesion to passéist, universalist and humanist
values that betray a yearning for an “end of history”, as 
Fukuyama puts it, and sanction the definitive
installation of a globalised Brave New World in which everything is
sacrificed to stability, to stagnation and to the Biblical cursing
of any Faustian temptation, as in the model that 
Guillaume Faye ’s Le système à tuer les peuples
prophetically outlined in the early eighties.  
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