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  Prologue




  According to the UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program), 100 Million people are earning their income through small scale gold mining today. The number of people who live from the precious metals found within our everyday society is yet unknown, but it is growing day by day. Not only because prices for gold and other noble metals have hit new heights and supply of precious scrap is rising daily.




  The modern industrial society has used many of its precious metals in everyday products. Those products have an end-of-life but precious metals do not. They can be recycled over and over again. It is only a question of effort, costs and return.




  Many sources of rare and precious metals are unknown and values are thrown away each day. If done right, gold scrapping is no harm to the environment or humans involved.




  Most of the activity is mechanical: Dismantling of material, sorting and concentrating the scrap. It then has a much higher value than in the mix of materials it was in before. It can be made to money, traded or further refined. The number of people doing this is constantly rising, because it offers them a legal and independent way to improve their income.




  About this book




  I made this book in regard to the many people out there, willing to improve their lives by hard but independent labor.




  I will not promise anyone to make a fortune or become a millionaire overnight with scrap gold but with the knowledge that you will achieve trough this book, many doors will open and allow anyone with minimal means to make some extra money, mostly even from home. I kept this book simple, the language and the methods. There are enough books out there for sophisticated gold miners. I kept the sales price as cheap as possible, because this book has been written for those who don’t have much money at hand. So I will keep it short and less fancy.




  Whether you live in Los Angeles, Moscow, Mexico City, Bangladesh, Kairo, Manila or elsewhere in this world:




  This is your urban mining survival handbook, that is there to help you survive in the modern urban jungle anywhere on this planet.




  Marcel A. Buth




  Author




  
Buying gold scrap






  Try to avoid to buy gold scrap. The labor you will have to put into recovering and concentrating the material is your profit. If you spend money, you will reduce that profit just by this amount.




  Try to say „No“ and wait for another opportunity. Your invested money will be stuck for a very long time, because gold scrapping is not fast business. It will take months before it comes back again.




  This book intends to address newcomers and small businesses or individuals in weak economic situations, so as long as there is enough gold scrap out there for free, that requires only labor and time, these sources should always be preferred.




  The internet offers many opportunities for scrap buyers. They typical and well known gold scrap items such as computer parts are often overpriced, especially in online auctions. Only traders can effort to buy and then resell or have them refined, with a small margin. Most of these deals are not suited for the average recoverer. There are always gold scrappers out there who are willing to trade in part of their material, maybe because they are not able to get enough of it to process it in a profitable way, or they just don´t know how to do it. Try to trade material instead of buying.




  
Your regional gold market 




  Flow of material




  As the material flows it gets more and more concentrated and accumulated by each level, whereby the number of partners in ever level shrink. At the final stage, there are only a handful of large refiners in the world.




  They would buy from anyone, but they request a very high quantity and they will only pay out after the batch has been processed – which may take months.




  So what is your position in the chain of material flow? Who is this book intended for?




  The first stage of urban mining is the collecting of base material, such as broken computers, notebooks, mobile phones, car parts, household goods and so on.




  You may be the one who collects his own material, you may also rely on others such as a scrap yards or car shops to supply you with base material.
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  Then comes the recoverer, which is the function this books refers to mostly and recommends for beginners. His job is to divide the material into precious and worthless parts. With other words: He is a concentrator and a sorter.




  Once he has sorted enough material of one kind, he will either sell it to a trader or refiner, or try refining it by himself.




  Try to do, what is easiest for you in the beginning. If collecting can be done easy and fast start doing it from that level. If you have access to large quantities of scrap already – maybe even own a scrap yard or a business that has a constant stream of scrap coming in, you can start recovering right away.




  Traders are special middlemen in this business. They supply the collector and recoverer with cash, hold and accumulate the precious scrap until it is enough being processed by a refiner and then sell or have it toll refined (refining someones material for a fixed commission)
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Be careful when handling chemicals.
Always wear protective clothes and
protect your eyes with glasses.
Don't let family or other people near you
inhale fumes from chemicals.
Work outside if fumes are emitted, never
inside rooms.







