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	PUBLISHER’S INTRODUCTION

	 

	Tommaso Tittoni, born in Rome on November 16, 1855, was a diplomat and politician of the Kingdom of Italy, as well as a Freemason. After graduating in Law, he entered politics with the liberal-conservative group. He was elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 1886 for the 16th legislature and was re-elected for four consecutive terms until 1897.

	From 1898 to 1903, he held the office of Prefect, first in Perugia (May 15, 1898 – September 1, 1900) and later in Naples (September 1, 1900 – November 3, 1903). He was appointed Senator of the Kingdom by King Victor Emmanuel III of Savoy on November 25, 1902.

	He served as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1903 to 1905 and briefly as President of the Council of Ministers (Prime Minister) for only twelve days, from March 16 to 28, 1905: his government was the shortest in the history of united Italy. From March to December 1905, he held the position of Minister of the Interior in the first Fortis government.

	From February to May 1906, he was the Italian Ambassador to London until, in the same year, he returned to office as Minister of Foreign Affairs in the third Giolitti government. In this capacity, in 1908, he had to face the difficult situation created by the Bosnian crisis. This diplomatic event was of such great significance that it is considered, in fact, the end of the Triple Alliance, as Austria-Hungary refused to grant Italy those territorial compensations that had been agreed upon in the 1891 treaty in the event of Austrian expansion in the Balkans.

	After leaving the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Farnesina) in December 1909, Tittoni served as Ambassador to Paris from April 1910 to November 1916. He was then Minister of Foreign Affairs for the third time in the Nitti government from June 23, 1919, to December of the same year, and also served as Head of the Italian Delegation to the Paris Peace Conference until the government's resignation on May 21, 1920.

	As Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Nitti government, on July 29, 1919, he concluded the secret Venizelos-Tittoni agreement with the Greek government of Eleutherios Venizelos, in order to coordinate Greek conduct at the Paris Peace Conference regarding the Albanian question and to contain the ambitions of Serbia.

	With the establishment of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, Italy saw itself once again threatened in the Adriatic. Thus, security in that sea became the leitmotif of Italian behavior at the Peace Conference and in the years immediately following: Rome could not tolerate, after having eliminated the Austrian danger, finding itself with another threat to its coasts. The kingdom of Peter I Karađorđević had indeed expanded considerably, while the Italian government had estimated or hoped that its enlargement would be limited, at most, to Montenegro.

	To counter the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, which enjoyed the support of U.S. President Woodrow Wilson, Tittoni concluded an agreement with the Greeks: Greece would support Italian requests for a mandate in Albania and the annexation of Vlorë (Valona), while Italy would agree to territorial adjustments in northern Epirus and support Greece in the annexation of territories formerly part of the Ottoman Empire (Epirus, Macedonia, southern Thrace). Furthermore, Italy pledged to progressively cede the Dodecanese islands, which it had seized from the Ottomans in 1912, to Greece. The following month, the Greeks made the agreement public, and the consequences were disastrous for Italy, which was forced to face an anti-Italian revolt in Vlorë, while the pro-Italian government in Southern Albania, based in Durrës, was overthrown; meanwhile, a government hostile to Italy was installed in Tirana.
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