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DEDICATION





  This book is dedicated to our Lord Jesus Christ for accomplishing the mission of evangelism given to him by God to reconcile men to their creator.




  
PREFACE





  Real Evangelism is a strong word and a compulsory task, giving to each and every believer from the very first day he/she gives his or her life to our Lord Jesus to go into the world to preach the gospel to every creature, starting from our environment.




  It is a task that must be carried out with seriousness and urgency as a result of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is the whole process of reaching out to the lost souls and bringing them back to the Lord, their God, so that they can enjoy fellowship with Him as it were in the days of Adam in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:8)
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REAL EVANGELISM





  Evangelism is a compulsory task given to the believers by our Lord Jesus Christ, which means the preaching of the gospel to those who have not known Jesus Christ to be their Lord and their personal savior




  2 Corinthians 5:18-20 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.




  By the death of our Lord Jesus on the cross, God annulled in grace the distance which sin had brought in between Himself and man, in order that all things mighty through Christ, be presented agreeably to himself.




  Believers are already reconciled, through Christ’s death, to be presented Holy, unblamable and unreprovable (a new creation). God was in Christ, when Christ was on earth, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing unto them their trespasses, but now that the love of God has been fully revealed in the cross, the testimony has gone out world-wide, beseeching men to be reconciled to God.




  God has provided a way by which men’s trespasses might not be imputed to them, but while that way is available to all, it is effective only in those who are in Christ. The trespasses of unsaved men are definitely reckoned to them, but the moment these men trust the Lord Jesus as Saviour, they are reckoned righteous in Him and their sins are blotted out. In other words, He has entrusted them with the marvelous privilege of going forth and preaching this glorious message to all men everywhere. Not to angels did He give such a sacred charge, but to poor, feeble man. It is a whole process of reaching out to the lost souls and bringing them back to the Lord, their God, so that they can fully enjoy fellowship with Him as it were in the days of Adam and Eve through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. By this, the sinner fully becomes aware of their sinful state and of the Lord’s saving grace and yields totally to Him.




  Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.




  The law and the prophets were until John. With these words, the Lord described the legal dispensation which began with Moses and ended with John the Baptist. But now a new dispensation was being inaugurated from the time of John, the gospel of the kingdom of God was being preached. John the Baptist went forth announcing the arrival of Israel’s rightful king. He told the people that if they would repent, the Lord Jesus would reign over them. As a result of his preaching and the later preaching of the Lord Himself and of the disciples, there was an eager response on the part of many.




  God in his infinite mercy still retain the love he has for man, even in his fallen state, he makes it possible for man to be reconciled with Him by sending a lot of prophets in the time of old and in our present dispensation to warn the sons of men in order for them to turn to their creator.




  Jonah 1:1-2 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.




  God sent Jonah to preach to Nineveh, the capital city of Israel’s prime enemy, Assyria. Not only was Assyria the most powerful empire in those days, it was also ruthlessly violent with its conquered enemies. Israel was soon to enter Assyrians path of destruction and so it is unlikely many Israelites would have accepted Jonah’s task. But Jonah was trying to run away from the assignment given to him by God as a lot of believers out there do. God wanted him to go to Nineveh, 500 miles northeast of Palestine instead of going east; John went 2000 miles to the west. God wished Jonah to take an overland trip via the Fertile Crescent. Instead, he took a distasteful sea voyage. He headed for a remote trading post on the fringes of civilization. The Lord wished to go with His prophet. Instead, Jonah tried to flee and God decided to send a storm to change his plans; Jonah was thrown overboard, and a giant fish swallowed him and saved him from drowning. The fish then spewed Jonah onto the shore, and Jonah went to Assyria by force.




  Jonah 1:3-10 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, what meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, call upon thy God, and if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is thine occupation? And whence comest thou? What is thy country? And of what people art thou? And he said unto them, I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.




  Jonah’s prayer to God from the stomach of the fish celebrates his deliverance from drowning and not his escape from the fish. The Lord re-commissioned him again to go to Nineveh, and this time he obeyed. After entering that great city, he announced that it would be overthrown in forty days, if the people failed to repent of their evil ways. To Jonah’s dismay, the entire city repented and believed God, from the greatest to the least. A fast was proclaimed for man and beast alike, and sackcloth was put on all, from the king, down to the cattle’s. As a result, Nineveh as spared from, the disaster, in anger, Jonah went outside the city, still hoping it would be destroyed. Jonah was angry that Israel’s Gentile enemies had been spared. In despondency, he asked that he might die, perhaps fearing that Assyria might again threaten Israel.




  Most of Israel’s enemies were severely dealt with by God, and the people of Israel expected their enemies’ destruction not their salvation. Even though Jonah, as a preacher, understood that God was gracious and merciful, he also knew that countries like Assyria were usually reserved for annihilation by God. For God to show mercy to Assyria the worst of Israel’s enemies, it seemed totally wrong to the average Israelite. The Lord then pricked the prophet’s conscience with the probing query” is it right for you to be angry? “There the Lord God prepared a large plant protect Jonah from the sun. Jonah was greatly pleased by this. The next day, however, God prepared a worm, which caused the plant to wither. Also, the Lord prepared a sultry east wind, which, together with the sun, caused the prophet to faint and to wish for death.
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