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	Introduction

	 

	"The Last Night in Travancore" serves as the opening chapter of Abraham Verghese's novel, "The Covenant of Water," setting the stage for a sprawling family saga that spans three generations and encompasses themes of death, faith, and love in a changing India. The chapter takes place in 1900 in Travancore, South India, and follows the story of a twelve-year-old girl named Mariamma, belonging to a long-standing Christian community, as she prepares to marry a widower who is three decades older and has a young son. Mariamma, also known as Big Ammachi, contemplates the life she is leaving behind as she bids farewell to her only home and expresses her thoughts through writing.
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