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  Seventh Episode




  




  





  Summary:




  




  Albert has confided in Rachel. He finally understands his obsession. Rachel has agreed to be its guardian.




  





  Thirteenth Phase




  Albert listened for the sound of the door closing. He sat up and lifted the duvet cautiously. He went to the opposite wall, lifted the picture and opened his safe.




  He was in an uncomfortable position, causing him to grimace. He stood back upright, holding his lower back with both hands and went to find a chair to continue his observation.




  He needed to think things over in front of this deep, black, open box.




  Rachel came back to his mind. She is a kind woman and astute, a good psychoanalyst, even if she is retired, she has the right kind of mind for it, he thought. Her analysis concerning my parents was charming. Moreover, there was some truth in it, but what could she understand?




  Albert thought about his life. He smiled when he thought that, in the end, without being aware of it, he had fallen in with his father’s wishes.




  His father had said to him, when he was only a child: ‘When you are a grown-up you can do whatever you want, but never forget that there is only one thing that is honorable, the human being, the human being.’ This respect that his father held throughout everything had been his guiding principle.




  Albert had wanted to be the go to man for anyone looking for an answer. It was a fragile, delicate position, a place where all secrets broke apart, shattered, and dispersed.




  He had perfected a fairly simple approach in the end. He had provided services without reserve to anyone who came to him and had thus created a network over the course of time. Little by little he had increased his influence.
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