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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE




    Author Name: JONATHAN SAFRAN FOER




    Time it was written: 2004




    Place it was written: NOT SPECIFIED




    First publication: APRIL 4, 2005




    Publisher: HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT




    Narrator: FIRST PERSON




    Point of view: OSKAR SCHELL




    Tone: SAD, ILLUMINATED, MULTI LAYERED, EXTREMELY GRIPPING




    Tense: PRESENT




    Setting (Time): FROM 09/11, 2011 TILL 2005




    Setting (Place): NEW YORK CITY




    Protagonist: OSKAR SCHELL




    Theme: HOPE, HEALING PROCESS, war, lessons of war, prevention of war, survival, humor and tragedy, destruction and invention, something and nothing, life and death




    Motif: TYPOGRAPHICAL AND TEXTUAL EXPERIMENT, photos and illustrations




    Symbol: key, Oskar’s father’s empty resting place, Blacks, photos


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Jonathan Safran Foer is a Jewish-American author and professor. He was born in Washington, D.C. on February 21, 1977 as the middle son of Albert Foer, a lawyer and president of the American Antitrust Institute, and Esther Safran Foer, daughter of Holocaust survivors and now the director of the Sixth & I Historic Synagogue. His older brother Franklin is the former editor of The New Republic while his younger brother Joshua is a freelance journalist, a recent Yale grad and a contributor to Slate.(1)(3)(5) (9)




    Foer went to Georgetown Day School and Princeton University in New Jersey. In Princeton, while majoring in Philosophy, he took an introductory writing course under author Joyce Carol Oates in his freshman year. He also learned under another multi-awarded literary author and another critical debut darling, Jeffrey Eugenides. Oates commented that Foer has “that most important of writerly qualities,” which is energy. Foer later admitted that it was Oates who got him into thinking that he should try to write in any sort of serious way. Oates and Eugenides were the advisors of Foer’s senior thesis which was an examination of the life of his maternal grandfather, Holocaust survivor Louis Safran. For this, Foer received the Princeton’s Senior Creative Writing Thesis Prize.(1)(3)




    After graduating from Princeton in 1999, he attended Mount Sinai School of Medicine but dropped out to pursue his writing career. He went to Ukraine to expand on his thesis. In 2001, he edited the anthology A Convergence of Birds: Original Fiction and Poetry Inspired by the Work of Joseph Cornell. He contributed a short story, “If the Aging Magician Should Begin to Believe,” to the book and no other than Russell Banks came to his aid with this one. The latter was his professor in his senior year in Princeton. Meanwhile, his thesis had grown into a novel—Everything is Illuminated—that was published by Houghton Mifflin in 2002. Houghton Mifflin reportedly paid at least half a million dollars for the rights to publish the novel. The book earned him a National Jewish Book Award and a Guardian First Book Award, while he shared the PEN/Robert Bingham Award with fellow authors Will Heinrich and Monique Truong in 2004. In June 2004, Foer married writer Nicole Krauss. The following year, Liev Schreiber wrote and directed a film adaptation of Everything is Illuminated, which starred Elijah Wood as Jonathan Safran Foer and Eugene Hutz as Alex.(1)(3)(11)




    His second book, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, was released in the same year. The non-traditional techniques he used in writing incurred both praise and condemnation from critics but the book was still a bestseller. Warner Bros. and Paramount Pictures turned it into a movie produced by Scott Rudin and directed by Stephen Daldry. Foer also wrote the libretto for an opera titled Seven Attempted Escapes from Silence in 2005. It premiered at the Berlin State Opera on September 14, 2005. His first nonfiction book, Eating Animals, was released on November 2, 2009. The book introduced a personal narrative with a broader argument about vegetarianism. His third novel, Tree of Codes, was released in November 2010 while The New American Haggadah, edited by him and translated by Nathan Englander, was released in March 2012.(1) (9)
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