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PROLOGUE

Before the French Revolution of 1789, the gap between bourgeoisie and poverty was very deep. This period of French history is best known for this unequal aspect. But what we know less is that it was also the beginning of a traffic which was hardly talked about then. Hashish. It was not until the 20th century that its use spread exponentially through the Arab world before attacking the whole world, but it should be noted that Napoleon used this drug for his campaigns from the Age of Enlightenment. Although this is not known to the greatest number in the West, because it was in Egypt that Napoleonic troops were made to consume this, in order to motivate them. It is nevertheless a fact. Prominent authors such as Charles Baudelaire or Victor Hugo, if they were still with us today, would confirm that the use of this narcotic is what allowed them, in their time, to write their best texts.

But hashish was not the only drug circulating during the 18th century. Another mind-altering drug was still better known: opium. From the beginning of the Age of Enlightenment, Dutch sailors used to consume it by mixing it with their tobacco. The goal was then purely hedonic, namely the search for pleasure and the avoidance of suffering. This is what motivated China to make an increasingly strong demand for the drug. Emperor Yongzheng tried to limit this traffic from 1729, in vain.

In France, it is this highly addictive alcoholic tincture of opium known as laudanum which invades the territory. Originally prepared to treat acute and chronic diarrhea, it took many different forms over the years, eventually becoming Rousseau's famous laudanum, named after Louis XIV's physician. His creative process consisted of dissolving opium with honey and brewer's yeast in hot water, and then letting everything ferment between 25 and 30°. It is this form of drug which began to spread amongst the people of France. Part of this production ended up in the darkest streets of the capital, in a confidential way of course, but no less dangerous than one might expect.

A century earlier, the doctor who was nicknamed the English Hippocrates, Thomas Sydenham by his real name, defended opium and sang its praises openly, describing it this way: "Among all the remedies of which the Almighty God [ ...] gave men a present to alleviate their ills, there is none more universal, nor more effective than opium [...]. A doctor who knows how to handle it properly will do surprising things that were not easily expected from a single remedy" (Opéra Omnia, London, 1683).

We are now at the very end of the 17th century, some time before Philippe D'Orléans, known as the Regent, took over from the reign of Louis XIV, his uncle known as the Sun King, who died on September 1, 1715 following a terrible agony due to senile gangrene in the left leg. He was nevertheless 76 years old. Philippe D'Orléans ensured the Regency of the kingdom of France from this fateful date for his uncle until December 2, 1723, the date of his own death. But back to our sheep.

Louis XIV had a younger brother, who was none other than the father of Philippe D'Orléans. Philippe de France, also named Philippe D'Orléans before his son, but best known as "the little gentleman", was born on September 21, 1640 in Saint-Germain-En-Laye, and died on June 9, 1701 at the castle de Saint-Cloud from a fit of apoplexy. He was particularly fond of orgiastic parties, and he also became a father for the first time at the age of only fourteen. But beyond his image of an idle prince, he had great abilities at work, getting up very early and working until late in the day. He displayed a penchant for cross-dressing, because his mother Anne of Austria and Cardinal Mazarin had decided to dress him and consider him as a girl until his adolescence. The unacknowledged goal was to differentiate him from his brother, Louis XIV, who was only two years his senior and whom he should not overshadow. And Philippe kept a strong taste for it all his life, shamelessly wearing jewelry and other earrings.

But that didn't stop there. Philippe de France was not just a notorious party animal, eager for banquets and uninhibited lust. He was also homosexual, and notably had a relationship of no less than thirty years with Philippe de Lorraine, otherwise known as the "Chevalier de Lorraine", who was his favorite. None of this was secret, the whole court knew about it, and no one seemed to mind that he favored his favorites over his wives. It is even said that the Chevalier de Lorraine was responsible for the mysterious death of his first wife, Henrietta of England, in 1670, his own first cousin.

Although he did not benefit from any power, Louis XIV having prevented him from doing so despite his skills as a strategist and his known courage in battle, his finances were doing as if he was king. He was indeed one of the wealthiest figures in the kingdom and lived in a pomp which equaled that of the king's court. He was also renowned for his patronage, notably offering his protection to Molière's troupe, which we will not present, as his name is evocative, before his brother took that away to make it his personal troupe.
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