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  Author's Preface




  During the development and writing of The Year of the Red Door, a substantial number of "historical" objects, events, and people were imagined and noted.   Many of these are not mentioned anywhere within the five volumes comprising The Year of the Red Door.   Nonetheless, they are part of the world that I've imagined and that I invite others into.










  Making notes is one thing, but for a work such as The Year of the Red Door, sifting, sorting, and organizing them into a useful form is quite another matter.   To be sure, additional notes continued to be added to my collection, making the whole corpus of notes and references quite a beast.   At last, I hunkered down and organized the most coherent of my notes into what I call The Reader's Companion to The Year of the Red Door.   It has served as my primary reference work during the writing phase of The Year of the Red Door.   It is also the source of the Eighteen Objects of Power.










  Subscribers to my "News & Updates" newsletter*  have already been receiving some of my notes in the form of selected backstories.   For those of you who are reading (or have already read) The Year of the Red Door, the book before you might also serve a similar purpose as the backstories—filling in certain gaps, or elucidating things only touched upon elsewhere.










  Readers of The Year of the Red Door will be familiar with a few of the things that are described herein.   But others, such as the Unerring Arrow of Kalsabahyoud, the Flying Rug of Zan, and the Red Feather of Callowain, are not mentioned at all.   Some of the items described, such as the Storm Bag and the Glowing Stone of Bazradur are alluded to or hinted at in only a tangential way, but are not identified within The Year of the Red Door.   Astute readers will no doubt understand a few things about The Year of the Red Door that would not otherwise be mentioned therein.   Certain "mysteries" within this work are explained, if not resolved, within the pages of The Year of the Red Door.   Just as answers to one or two mysteries within The Year of the Red Door might be explained.












  I therefore offer this excerpt from The Reader's Companion as an entertaining aside, filling in some of the minor details of the world of The Year of the Red Door.   So, although not necessary to illuminate the reader's way through The Year of the Red Door, I offer this just as a travel guide might point at something a bit off the path, a vista or feature of the landscape.   But, most of all, I hope that you find a bit of enjoyment or pleasant distraction within these pages.




  





  William Timothy Murray
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  *for more about "News & Updates" see http://www.theyearofthereddoor.com/about_newsletter.html




  A Note from the Publisher




  









What follows is an excerpt from The Reader's Companion to the Year of the Red Door, offered to you with Mr. Murray's permission.  However, since the The Reader's Companion has not yet been published, certain minor details or wording might eventually be altered or changed.






To be more precise, this work is an excerpt of an excerpt, containing stories within a story. Consider this illustration:



    





The Reader's Companion is the source of one excerpt, and the fictional newspaper, The Star, is the source of yet another.






The illustration is also emblematic of the layers found in The Year of the Red Door, a tale of personal struggle, love, friendship, and enchantment within the scope of epic events. And it is likely that you will gain certain insights from this  offering that may not be revealed within the tale itself.






Discover much more about The Year of the Red Door and the world in which it takes place by visiting:


www.TheYearOfTheRedDoor.com
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The Year of the Red Door




  Foreword










  	There have been many objects with magical or mysterious qualities throughout the history of the world.   The actuality of some of these objects is common knowledge, and for others there are reliable historical accounts to verify that they existed or still exist. Others mentioned here are purely legendary, surrounded by tales from antiquity.








During the latter part of the Second Age, a treatise concerning these objects was written by Raynor the Melnari, a scholar of Duinnor, entitled "Legends and Tales of Magical Things."   Raynor’s work was academic in nature, and it remained relatively obscure for many years, with limited readership mostly among the scholars of the King’s Academy.




In late 869 of the Second Age, the owner of a Duinnor printing concern came across the treatise.   The following year an abridged version was printed and widely circulated.  It reduced the number of objects from seventy-two to eighteen, and was written in a relaxed vernacular.   It first appeared as an entertaining supplement to The Star, one of the popular broadsheets of Duinnor City.  The text of the supplement, entitled, "Eighteen Objects of Power," appears below in its entirety, as a reproduction of the original.








Shortly after its publication, Raynor took issue with the The Star's version of these things. In an open letter published by a competing printer, he said that the Supplement was misleading and grossly incomplete, and he advised everyone to read the original work that he had authored. Raynor also accused The Star of trivializing such things as described within the Supplement. Addressing the readers of The Star, he warned that many such objects were still in the world, and they continued to influence our lives and our fates.








What follows is a reproduction of the original supplement, presented in a fashion as close to the original as possible, with changes in formatting in order to fit a smaller page than the original broadsheet version.




  




  Special Supplement


  To


  The Star


  Duinnor City's Leading Broadsheet




  





  Published on the




  22nd Day of Fifthmonth, 870 S.A.




   





  As many of our faithful readers are interested in matters of the world and its history, the Proprietors of this broadsheet are happy to report that a substantial work concerning the magical objects of the world has been written by one of Duinnor’s preeminent scholars, Raynor the Wise, who was at one time the minister of the King’s Academy.   We have taken the liberty of revising the work to be more suitable to the tastes of our readers who are not academics like the esteemed Raynor.   Confident that our discriminating readers will enjoy such reviews, we are happy to share this Special Supplement, being a description of






Eighteen Objects of Power




A concise but thorough Examination of certain Uncanny Objects that are known to Exist, as well as others that are known only in Tales and Legends full of Mystery and Wonder.




 





Who has not heard of the King’s Golden Mantle?   And what long inhabitant of Our City has not on some occasion or other seen the King’s Avatar?   Perhaps, too, you may have heard tales of flying carpets, or know about ink that tells only the truth.   And doubtless there are those still living among us who remember the fantastical Glowing Stone of Bazradur, which was once in the desert city of Calamandor, known to us as the Green Citadel.   Descriptions of these things and their powers abound, and in unsettled times such as these, it might be fanciful, or wise, to recollect such things.   So here we humbly list and describe eighteen of those objects for those of our readers who may wish to be reminded of such things, or for those who have perhaps never heard of them.
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