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This book


Holmes has to carry out some deft political manoeuvring, as he deals with an empire-threatening crisis.

Holmes and Watson are seized by Queen Victoria’s son, Prince Edward Albert, who wants them to find evidence that his mother is unfit to serve as Queen.

In the royal residence at Balmoral, Holmes and Watson witness the aged Queen Victoria engage in some highly questionable behaviour and Holmes has to carry out some deft political manoeuvring, as he deals with an empire-threatening crisis.
 






The Author


London businessman, Orlando Pearson is the creator of The Redacted Sherlock Holmes series, which buries forever the idea that Sherlock Holmes might not have been a historical person.

Do you want to see Sherlock Holmes come to the rescue of Queen Victoria, arrange the borders of post-war Europe, clear Macbeth of murder, unravel King Oedipus’s complexities, or provide advice to the Almighty? Then you will find all this and more in the seven collections of short stories, two novels, and the six plays in the series.

When not communing with the spirits of 221b, Orlando enjoys sport, music, and browsing price comparison websites.

He has written Sherlock Holmes stories on all these topics.
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“Somebody must be taking a wholly disproportionate interest in us,” murmured Holmes in his blandest tone one morning, “as they are making a highly professional job of abducting us.” We had taken a walk before breakfast to buy cigarettes and newspapers. At the junction of Baker Street and the Marylebone Road we found ourselves boxed in by three carriages with covered windows. Seized by twelve masked men in dark, forbidding clothing, we were forced inside. Against such odds and particularly once pistols were pressed to our temples, any effort at resistance would have been pointless. And so it was that we found ourselves rattling through London’s streets with our hands and feet fettered.

My friend had an extraordinary knowledge of London streets and he whispered to me where we were going: “Baker Street … left into the Marylebone Road … on into the Euston Road … south down Gower Street … Bloomsbury Street … into St Martin’s Lane … left into William IV Street, Agar Street, into Chandos Place and – inevitably – into Maiden Lane. Well, they didn’t make that very difficult.”

Dark shrouds were put over our heads and pistols pressed anew to our temples as we were dragged out of the carriage, across a pavement, into a building, up a flight of stairs and bundled into what appeared to be a small larder as there was a strong smell of food. We heard the twist of a key in the lock. In spite of the cuffs that bound my hands and legs, I was able to remove the shroud from my head and tried to make some sense of where I was in the darkness.

“We are in Rules, Watson,” said Holmes casually. “This is the oldest restaurant in London. It was established by Thomas Rule in 1798 and has remained a favourite locale for the most prominent members of society ever since.”

At that moment the door was unlocked and a masked face looked in.

“Perhaps we might have some breakfast?” Holmes asked the mask benignly.

There was a guffaw and we heard the masked face call “They want us to bring them breakfast!” to another of our guardians, who also burst out laughing.

The door was closed and then almost immediately re-opened as we were dragged into a large dining room.

It is my custom in my narratives to protect the identity of the many illustrious personalities whom I have, in my own small way, been able to serve as part of my work with Holmes. In many cases I have also modified some of the events I saw. In this instance, however, my story would be without meaning if I did not disclose the true identities of all the personalities involved, or forbore to give an accurate description of the events that ensued, even though this will make publication of this story impossible for many years to come.
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