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  From the author of the bestselling book Power of Midnight Prayer




  Please, kindly leave a review at the review section if this book has actually blessed you, and also tell others about it. Thanks!




  




   




  




   




  





  Dedication




  I dedicate this book to King David of Israel; the man after God’s heart. He was indeed a great and successful man. Though he encountered extreme difficulties and setbacks on his way, he totally depended on God’s grace and love, worked hard and made it to the end. He was a God-fearing, dependable, intelligent and very courageous man. He is one of my heroes in the scriptures. I learned so much from him. May God bless our beloved King David forever!




   




   




  Introduction




  Uncommon Success! God has destined you to be successful. It is your right. It is your nature. It is right there in your DNA. You have no excuse to be a failure. All you’ll ever need to make it in this life are already implanted in you and are also embedded in the word of God. True. This book will open your eyes to this eternal truth. You cannot go through it and remain the same.




  You will find here topics like: You Can Succeed, Things Are Not Well? O’ LORD, God of Heaven, He Keeps His Covenants, Listen to my Prayer, Grant me Success and Favour, Vision-Plan-Work, Timing, Overcoming Obstacles, It is done! You will discover the secrets of the wealthiest man ever-lived, the strongest man and the most powerful king. And also prayers that will automatically put you on the success track. God did not design you to fail. He made you in His own image and likeness. That simply means that as He is a success, then we must also be. You were born and saved to succeed! Read and be transformed.




  Gabriel Agbo




   




  





  “…O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love with those who love him and obey his commands, listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my own family and I have sinned! We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, laws, and regulations that you gave us through your servant Moses.




  Please remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you sin, I will scatter you among the nations. But if you return to me and obey my commands, even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for my name to be honored.




  We are your servants, the people you rescued by your great power and might. O LORD, please grant me success now as I go to ask the king for a great favor. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.”




  Nehemiah 1:5-11




   




  Chapter One


  You Can Succeed




  





  You Can Succeed




  Success is simply accomplishing your set goal or target. It has also been defined as achieving prosperity, good fortune. But I want to define it here as achieving divine purpose at a particular time, in a situation or in your life. When you know the will of God for you or for others, pursue it and bring it to pass, then you have become successful. I choose this last definition because when you achieve your goals outside God’s will or outside the kingdom usefulness you are not yet successful. God does not see you as a success. True.




  This means that success is not just about amassing wealth, material things, attaining positions or fulfilling your personal ambitions, etc. No! You can have all these and still feel very empty. But when you achieve God purpose, there is always that joy, freshness, inner peace and fulfillment, divine approval and blessing that come with it. Material things on their own do not guarantee fulfillment.




  It is God’s will that we succeed in life. It is His will that we succeed in everything we do and He made this abundantly clear in the scriptures. You cannot walk with God and be a failure. You cannot walk in His word and fail. It is impossible. This is why Jesus said that nobody walks in the light (His word) and stumbles. True. Everything you need to be successful is in His word. This you will soon find out as we progress. I have personally read and followed the word of God and found out this ageless truth. Our success is guaranteed in His word. But why must we succeed?




  




  Firstly, it is the will of God. Secondly, God Himself is a success and we are expected to be like Him. A son will be like His father. Thirdly, He has put in place all we need to be successful and it is a covenant. Fourthly, our success always fits into His broad and ultimate plan for humanity. Now, these are the things we will be trying to establish through this study and we think we have a foundation to do this through the prayer and actions of the great Nehemiah. But before we jump into that, let’s first consider some the facts we have mentioned.




  





  God is a success




  When you study or observe God closely what you will find out is a person who has never failed in any project. Even when you think that there are obstacles on His way or that time is against Him, He always ultimately maneuvers His way to bring about His projects into fruition. Do you also see that in the scriptures? Now, look at the very beginning of the creation. We were told that the whole earth was hopeless, shapeless and in gross darkness. There was no life, no light, no structures and no beauty. But this did not discourage God. He came in with faith and began to speak and create things. Yes, whatever you are seeing in the universe was created by God from nothing. He spoke and they all came into existence.




  He made the heavens and the earth, the sky, the stars, the sun, the moon, all the planets, the seas, the land, the mountains, the vegetations, the deserts, springs, waterfalls, the birds, the fishes and other great mammals in the waters, the animals, reptiles, and the tiniest of the insects. And He also made man; who has incidentally multiplied into billions today. Yes, all these were made from nothing. That is success! From nothing to greatness, making things that are not to be, creating something from nothing. I believe that after read this book you will immediately begin to create things that have not been in existence. You will birth those dreams and visions that have been burbling inside you into existence. You will make something great from these current nothing and nothingness. Let’s see this creation story before we go on:




  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was empty, a formless mass cloaked in darkness. And the Spirit of God was hovering over its surface. Then God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. And God saw that it was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light ‘day’ and darkness ‘light’. Together these made up one day…




  So the creation of the heaven and the earth and everything in them was complete. On the seventh day, having finished his task, God rested from all his work.”




  Genesis 1:1-31, 2:1-2




  Yes, the creation was complete, good, beautiful and successful! And the creator rested. He gave Himself a well-deserved holiday after a seven-day work. There will always be that joy, peace, sense of fulfillment and rest after every success. Remember we said this at the beginning. The creation was a very great success. In fact, He intermittently looked at what He did and saw that it was good! A success!




  





  We Are Like Him




  Now God wants us to be as successful as He is. He wants us to succeed in all areas of our life. Yes, if He is a success we also must be. After all, the word of God said that as He is, so we are. As He is in heaven, so we must be on earth. True. Now, go back and see this at the creation. He just spoke to create other things but when it was time to create man God consulted. Then, He made man in His image and likeness. That is, man has the attributes of God in his DNA – he can create, he can be successful, he can bring into existence his thinking and imagination, he can multiply, he can subdue, he can have dominion, he can bring out things from nothing. Yes all these capabilities were built into man by the creator:




  “Then God said, ‘Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves. They will be masters over all life – the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the livestock, wild animals, and small animals.




  So God created people in his own image; God patterned them after himself; male and female he created them.




  God blessed them and told them, ‘Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. Be masters over fish and birds and all animals’… Then God looked over all he had made and saw that it was excellent in every way. This all happened on the sixth day.”




  Genesis 1:26-31




  Did you read that? There is much to grab here. As we have said. God made man to be like Himself, to multiply, to subdue and to be masters of all.




  





  Master of All




  Now, God made man to be master of all life. You are made to be a master over all affairs of this life. To master means to control, to dominate, to overcome; the ability to make things work for you. This is exactly how God made man. He made him to be able to make all things work for his good, for his success. Yes.




  





  Excellent and complete




  Then, have you also noticed that God will always look at all he created in each day and acknowledge that they are good? You saw that? Now why was it that when it came to the turn of man, after making and giving him instructions the bible said, “Then God looked over all he had made and saw that it was excellent in every way.” Why? Man brings forth the peak of God expertise and creative ability. He manifests God’s brilliance, depth and completeness of His intelligence and wisdom. He tops God success! You are made a success. It is in your nature, in your DNA. You are made to be successful and you must not settle for less.




  Now, we can go into the message proper. We shall be using the experience of Nehemiah; the exiled Jew that returned to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem as our guide. Yes, I found in his activities the principles of success. Truly, everything you need to success in this life is embedded in the scriptures. You just have to diligently search, discover and have them work for you. Do you really want to be successful? Then let’s go!




  Chapter Two


  Things Are Not Well?




  





  Things Are Not Well?




  “They said to me, ‘Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have been burnt.” Nehemiah 1:3




  What motivates somebody to seek or work for success is the urge for improvement. When you are not satisfied with an existing situation, when you perceive that you have not reached you peak, goal, actualized your potential and aspiration, then it is natural to think of the best way to advance towards your dream. Successful people are simply those who were not satisfied with their situations, but kept moving, surmounting all obstacles until they satisfactorily attained their goals. They saw the need, met and surmounted the obstacles and realized their dreams.




  Look at our scriptural text again. This was when the people of Judah were in captivity in Persia. Some of the remnants from the land of Judah visited Nehemiah who was now serving in exile as the king’s cup-bearer in captor’s palace. And when he asked about the Jews (his people) who survived the captivity and the condition of that one time glorious city – Jerusalem, he got a very sad, distressing reply. They told him that things were not going well for the people at home; they were in trouble and disgrace. Then, the city was torn down and the gates burnt. My God!




  Nehemiah on hearing this immediately broke down in tears. He sat down and wept uncontrollably. He mourned, fasted and prayed. And who will not? Your people, your loved ones are in trouble, in distress, defeated and in shame. You home, your city is lying in ruins? The once beautiful, well-built, glorious and fortified city; surrounded by mountains dotted with towers, orchards, pool, and with the magnificent, very expensive, gold ornamented temple that housed the holy of holies and the great Ark of Covenant; that signified the ever presence of God with His people is now lying in ruins! Please, who will not collapse on hearing this sad news?? I personally felt this shock as I read that verse. My People and my city are in great trouble and disgrace!




  Yes, you may not be moved to action or to march to success until you feel the way Nehemiah felt here. These are the feelings that have birthed some of the greatest successful men and women, some of the most powerful revolutionists in history. The saw the trouble and disgrace and vowed to reverse the situation at all cost. That’s why we said that you will never strive to succeed if you are satisfied with your present situation. Something, some conditions, aspirations must motivate to you move towards greater achievements. Here, for Nehemiah, it’s going to be the condition of his brothers, his family, his city and the people of God. They are in trouble, disgrace and in ruins. He would not be comfortable serving in the king’s palace while his people and his city remain in disgrace.




  





  Trouble, Disgrace and in Ruins




  Any effort for genuine and sustainable success must be an attempt to solve any of the above or other myriad problems of humanity. It must be a deliberate effort to bring solutions them. Yes, even the wealth creating experts talk about this. They tell you to identify existing human need and make efforts to satisfy it, and you will be on your way riches. Yes. That is correct. It is a divine and universal principle. That things are not going well is itself a opportunity to find a solution that will usher you into greatness. In every problem there is a potential for greatness! Great people, wealthy people and corporation are mostly made during difficult times. When others will be busy lamenting they will be looking for solutions that will intimately mark them out. Needs stimulate solutions and solutions create wealth! God became successful in creation because He found the solution to a shapeless and formless earth. Find a solution to that need and you will instantly become successful.




  Nehemiah was not the only Jew in exile or at home at this time, but he passionately felt that he must arise to find a solution to the trouble, disgrace and devastation that have suddenly come upon his people and his city. There is always something in great men and women that hardly allow them to keep silent in the face of challenges. He was immediately moved when he got the sad news. He sat, wept, mourned, fasted and prayed. Yes, he prayed! Why are you keeping quiet when your life, your family, your people, your place, your business, your nation are in trouble, in ruins? Are you satisfied with the way things are?? Nehemiah was not. He was moved.




  Chapter Three


  O’ LORD, God of Heaven




  




  




  





  O’ LORD, God of Heaven




  After Nehemiah got that distressing news from home, with the shock and sadness that came with it, he fasted and prayed to God. I have always believed and promoted seeking God’s help in every situation and you can’t blame me fort hat because I am a product of prayer and divine covenants. You are reading this book today simply because of these two things. Prayer and covenants made me. True. They are very powerful. I may say more on these later. But I will like you to know that you will not achieve much in the march to your divine destiny without maintaining good relationship and consistent communication with God. Yes, this is true. I have closely studied the great men and women in the bible and in the church and that is exactly what I found out. They ran to God at the slightest threat. They go to Him for help when in need and out of need. They depended so much on Him to direct every step they made in life.




  They asked Him for help and intervention at the time of challenge. And when not in trouble they also offer Him sacrifice (prayer) of praise. Now, do you still wonder why I fell in love with men like David, Jehoshaphat, Jesus, Paul, Nehemiah, Elijah, Elisha, Samuel, Daniel, etc? I love them so much! These are my heroes and role models. I have even written on Jehoshaphat’s prayer when those three nations came to attack him, ‘Prayer of Jehoshaphat: O’ God Won’t You Stop Them?’ Have you read the book? You better do. They always knew that they could achieve nothing without God. They were ordinary men that were totally sold out, depended on God and as a result made incredible, supernatural exploits for the kingdom. I love the way Elijah was spoken of. We were reminded that He was an ordinary man like you and me, but by faith he prayed and there was no rain in Israel for three and half years. Power of Prayer! I don’t want to say much on some of these men here. Just do yourself favor now by ordering my books Power of Midnight Prayer and Prayer of Jehoshaphat: ‘O LORD, Wont You Stop Them?’. They are indeed dynamites!




  Nehemiah also knew that he needed God’s intervention if anything was going to be saved from the devastated land of Judah. The situation was indeed terrible – almost irredeemable, hopeless. He knew that without divine intervention, the people and the Land of Judah would become a forgotten issue. Remember how it was described earlier – they were in great trouble, disgrace and in ruins! Now, no matter how messed up your life is at present, I see God’s intervention coming your way now in the name of Jesus! Prayer will change the worst of situations. Our God turns ashes in beauty. True. So Nehemiah prayed:




  “O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love with those who love him and obey his commands, listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my own family and I have sinned! We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, laws, and regulations that you gave us through your servant Moses.




  Please remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you sin, I will scatter you among the nations. But if you return to me and obey my commands, even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for my name to be honored.




  We are your servants, the people you rescued by your great power and might. O LORD, please grant me success now as I go to ask the king for a great favor. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.”




  Nehemiah 1:5-11




  My God! Did you go through those words? Now, we will try to extract one or two things that will help us from this great intercession. Let’s go.




  





  God of Heaven




  As Nehemiah open his mouth the first thing that came out was, “O LORD, God of heaven!” When everything on earth, in life fails where do you look up to? Heaven! When the situation looks very precarious, intimidating, and humanly impossible where do you look up to? Heaven! Nehemiah knew that any help for Israel’s at that particular time can only come from God of heaven; the one who can turn ashes to beauty. Yes, the God who can turn shame, trouble, disgrace into victory and rejoicing. When earth fails, heaven will help!
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