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Chapter One
Building a Prototype Church
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For the last few hundred years the Church has been spinning out of control. Where the Church stands today is no real match for the Early Church. This book is being released for the purpose of restoring the Church and also raising up a new type of Church called a Prototype. 


Things rarely happen quite the way we imagine they should. No matter how hard we plan and strategize, keep the chain of command small to avoid confusion, work through tightly defined parameters, and generally/specifically keep on top of things, it doesn’t seem to matter. I am here to tell you this book is directed by the Holy Spirit and is sure to stir some religion up.


Some odd variable that we had not anticipated will creep into the mix somewhere and upset everything.


Imagine that you are at the hub of full-blown revival. There has been a powerful move of God that has torn down all your cozy ideas and practices about church. 


The wind of the Spirit has filled you and your church with a compelling need to evangelize and go up against demonic forces everywhere you find them. 


Even the weaker brethren are now to a far higher level of anointing than your strongest preachers had before the move of God began! Thousands are being saved. Sick bodies are healed; demons are cast out; and the nation is being turned upside down. Are you ready for this type of Church? I’m here to tell you this is your day to take hold of the plans God has for today.


The body of believers not caught up in this new move are against it, criticizing it as dangerous phenomena and preaching dire warnings about control, manipulation, and mental ill health. Any one whom is a critic is criticizing the Holy Spirit in this move. It is easy to speak against something you don’t fully understand. Listen you need to be open to what God wants to do. 


The government is stirred up by the whole commotion, and there are various investigations underway or planned against this supposed new cultic activity.


You have never seen such a level of power, grace, and holiness of God all at one time. The church is outgrowing itself month by month. 


Are you ready for miracles as commonplace; the amazing and incredible presence of God to be everywhere. The team that you are part of, which is caught up in the epicenter of all this activity, is the most profound experience that you have ever encountered. Of course, there are problems—problems that often are huge and time-consuming. However, as you pray for wisdom, the anointing to move forward is so great that godly insight seems to spring into your conscious mind with ease.


During the moving forward to becoming a prototype Church you will find oppositions. Every day brings a pressure cocktail of more people, more needs, greater opposition, further demonic attacks, fresh misunderstandings, calculated misinterpretations, added responsibilities, supplementary clerical problems to overcome, and extra requirements for advice, leadership, and ministry. Everything is strained to the limit of personal and physical ability. One thing that will surely cause a quicker finished Church is Revival. Revival seems to be concerned with endurance and stamina as much as it is preoccupied with anointing and empowerment. You are in the midst of constant attack and blessing; of tiredness, pressure, and opposition; of trying to keep everything going smoothly so that more people can be touched and reached; of not losing people to poor organization and mismanagement.


You do not want this move to blow through society, touching thousands of lives, but not see church built at the end of it. Indeed, it shows no signs of tapering off! Are you getting excited about a new move of God? 


The need to develop leaders and train people to look after others, the need for more prayer, and the demand for more workers is huge. You are caught up in the whole wonderful and demanding, exhausting mix of a move of God. The implications and repercussions are going to hit everyone, hard. You don’t need this pressure right now. 


All your prayers have been focused on asking the Lord for wisdom and strength to keep this ship steady so that the work of harvesting souls can continue unhindered.


Other members of your core team are up in arms about this new move. Not only is this an additional pressure that will give your enemies greater ammunition against you, but you also are losing some key people who want to be a part of this new thing.


Rumors increase—angels, visions, trances, visitations, audible voices of God. The new move has become a focal point for dealing with people of other religions whose leaders are now up in arms, shouting about holy wars, and religious persecution. This is all in God’s Plan to expose hearts of the religious goats that seem to rise up as God’s Glory rises. 


The uproar around the work increases enormously. Surely this is not right? How can this be God? Why, when there are apostles, prophets, and other fivefold ministries working in team, when thousands of people are praying daily for wisdom and grace, when the power of God is being demonstrated daily on every street corner? We ask God to move and when He does it causes us to fear it’s not Him. 


Why start a new move of God, a new revival, when the current one is turning the world upside down? Why choose this particular brother who is hardly noted for his calm, common sense rationale?


Incredibly, we now have three things happening on a major level within the world of the people of God. Firstly, the word of faith and hope is passed down successfully from one Godly generation to another—the foundation of all spiritual experience. Secondly, this “new” move of the Spirit is causing outrageous problems for the religious establishment of the day—not to mention the secular government. Thirdly, this upstart, outrageous, and frankly idiotic new thing is stirring up all the rest of the people that the first new movement of God (revival) was not concerned with. Are you confused?


I am really trying to lay a big foundation for this book. It is only now that many are really COMING INTO ALL OF THIS. I can only imagine the uproar if it actually happened. Of course, we know that it did happen. In Acts 10 is the biblical account of a move of God beginning with God sending an angel to a non-Christian? God then chose the most impulsive, reckless, and radical believer—Peter—to instigate a new move before the current one was even firing on all cylinders.


Trances, repeated visions, audible voices of God, angelic visitation, unclean contact with other religions and fake gods, probable demonic manifestations and the Holy Spirit falling on people before the message was concluded, an appeal given and response for salvation—all had occurred! This is not God! Is it?


If we really look at the life of Jesus on the earth we will find He would not be received today as a man of God. We a Church don’t receive God manifested when He is right in front of us. 


Is it small wonder that those back in Jerusalem were demanding an explanation? I wonder how many seminary rules were broken by God and Peter. What possible theological thinking could be used to justify these insane events? What Scriptures would be quoted? Surely his explanation had to be founded on something more than just subjective experience: “I was in a trance; I saw a vision; I heard a voice; I went where the voice told me; I was in the house of an occult guy who had seen an angel; this angel told him about me (I don’t know why me and not you guys!). While I was explaining the gospel, the Holy Spirit fell on them like He had with us” 


Acts 11:4-15 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them, saying, I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to me: Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth. But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven. And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house: And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. 


Peter completes his explanation with these incredible words: 


Acts 11:17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 


Unbelievable, but scriptural! 


The early Church was in full flow of anointing and power—thousands entering the Kingdom of God; apostles and prophets interacting; evangelists being transported through time and space to keep divine appointments to bring salvation; teachers instructing new converts; pastors putting together systems of care and culture. The supernatural was natural and it so shall be today. The sick were being laid out in the streets, and society was excited with all the events of revival. No one dared to join the church with its radical expression of Kingdom life; however, thousands were being added.


Acts 2:41-47 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 


Acts 4:32-37 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 


Acts 5:12-16 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 


This is the stuff of dreams for the modern-day Church, representing the full range of all we are praying for and longing to see. It has been what all real intercessors have cried out for. If we could have these same problems! With all this phenomenal activity in the early Church, is it not strange that God wants to do a new work but cannot break into the existing structure of church?


We can perhaps better understand the dilemma in this modern time. The early Church was steeped in the culture and passion of revival. Why did they not receive internal direction in their apostolic prayer meetings? For some reason, the Lord could not break into the hearts and minds of the people He was using the most. A mind-set is a mind-set is a mind-set, even if it is surrounded by incredible events and extraordinary spiritual dynamics. It doesn’t matter if we say we agree with this new found prototype we must change our actions to truly agree. We would suppose that they would be wide open to every tone of what the Lord was saying. There is a lesson for us here. No matter how good we are at hearing the Lord, how excellent at obedience and faith, how in tune with the things of God, there is always something more in the movement of the Holy Spirit than we are currently experiencing. It would seem that no matter how wide open we think we are to the things of God; layers of prejudice, hidden mind-sets, and current practices can be broken only by God’s touch. 


––––––––



[image: ]





Understand that our nature of the flesh is in the way. It is not in our nature to perceive new things while still being jolted by recent events. We do become self-satisfied with blessings, so easily preoccupied by all that is happening—a lot of it no doubt good and incredible.


Sometimes the biggest threat to a new move is not the old one that is not working, but the move that is still working and doing well. We can never be satisfied of the place we attain. The current cutting edge movement will be obsolete in the next season. Never stay at one level but press in to the next and the next and the next. 


Somehow I don’t believe we will have a traditional revival, sweeping wave that will hit a country and take everything with it. I don’t think it will be an outpouring centered on key, international, and high-profile ministries. I think it will be a people revival. I feel that God will use a nameless, faceless generation of people, unknown in the earth. It will be a Gideon’s revival, led by the least among us who have been powerfully touched. 


Think about it! Will God use the high priest, church councils, and key ministries, or pick up a bunch of illiterate fishermen and sprinkle them with a mixture of different personalities with educated upbringings of varying types?


It will be different. He will come to people with open minds and hearts, people who do not set things in concrete practice. 


He will come to people who understand that with all that God has given us, with all He has graciously blessed us, we need to be mindful that there are new things God will want to do—which may not fit with what He has already given us.


This “revival” may not be just one type. God only builds prototypes, the first in a series. We build stereotypes, many of the exact same type! We build stereotypes because we are not creative enough. The Lord does not build stereotypes because He is too creative. 


There needs to be hundreds and thousands of different types of church in order for the Body of Christ to accurately reflect the vastness of Heaven and the creativity of God. We reproduce our own kind. If we are dead we produce dead. 


In character, God is the Father of conformity. Everyone must be like Jesus. In creativity, He is the Father of diversity, expressing Himself as fully in the Church as He has in creation.


I think we will have dozens of revivals, each one specific in its application and operation; each aimed at differing elements in society, at varying people-groups. You will be able to see more about this in my next book “Glory: Revival Presence of God”.


God is generationally inclined. “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” There may be a children’s revival, a young people’s movement, and a move of the Spirit upon the elderly to release the Caleb anointing. It may be among families, the educated, the poor, prisoners, business people, the arts community, politicians, lawyers, even church people themselves!


In the midst of revival, God has to send an angel to a devout man of a different religion because His own people are too preoccupied with what they are doing—or their mind-set is too narrow—to hear what God wants to do next. The Church has been so closed minded for generations. The faith is a weak version compared to the Apostles in the New Testament. Every time I move into a new thing some Church leader tries to convince people I’m of a wrong spirit. I’m talking about when miracles, signs and wonders come, when people break out in laughter and fall all over the place they try to disprove.
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Chapter Two
Change Your
Mind-set
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We have to have our old ways replaced by the new moves of God. By far, the greatest hindrance to a new move of God is the way we think about the old one. All his life Peter had been brought up in a particular way. 


Although acknowledging the presence of God in his reply, Peter feels safe in his tradition to obstruct the cause of God and disobey the Lord’s command. 


Acts 10:14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 


Tradition is bigger than God when we put it first.


Without a change of mind, Peter cannot move into the fresh anointing and new ministry that God is releasing. I previously stated that each new visitation is accompanied by a revelation of God’s principles and a testing of His purposes. Many leaders are wanting all the new until it doesn’t look like the old.


Each thing that God does, involves a test of our submission and commitment to Him. Can Peter be trusted with the new move of God? The answer lies in his ability to cast off a mind-set that has long governed his life. 


It is like God to strike at the very heart of our past experience in order to release us into a new move of the Spirit. I’m talking, of a basic practice that was a significant part of Peter’s experience and tradition.


A change of mind was demanded as a prerequisite to participating in a major new move of God. 


Peter was horrified: “Not so, Lord!” He did not understand that he was in a new day, a new era of the Spirit. He had heard Jesus say on numerous occasions, “You have heard it said...now I say to you,” thus signifying major alterations to perception and practice. It had not computed though into any determined areas of change. Peter had one way of thinking until God demanded a change of mind-set: “Do not consider things this way any longer” was the Lord’s response to Peter’s mind-set. 


When the Lord does a new thing, He releases a new mind to His people so that they can submit and be involved. A new dimension involves a new mind-set. You need to take hold of this. 


The work of renewal in recent years did not compute with many churches. Instead of allowing the Lord to fulfill His purpose, they chose rationale, putting Scripture in line with their own mind-set to justify their non-involvement. “Renewal does not fit in with what God is doing with us,” they observed. Actually, it was their mind-set that probably did not suit the purpose of God. 


It was easier to point to phenomena as a way of justifying their behavior. The Holy Spirit may well have a different perspective, as we will discover as each one’s work and life receive judgment, either in this life or the one to come. It has been my own experience that many judge from the unknown such as the supernatural realm.


Zacharias could not change his mind-set when presented with an angelic visitation and prophetic word about a new son 


Luke 1:5-20 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 


He was struck silent as a result of his mental and spiritual disobedience and unbelief. “How shall I know this?” is an extremely arrogant question when faced with a heavenly being one that is representing Almighty God. 


Whenever intellect is raised above spiritual response, it always puts us on the wrong side of God. I’ve seen it in my own life before my eyes were open to the supernatural realm. 


Man who have elevated intellectual Christianity above experience, whereas charismatics have kissed their brains good-bye in the pursuit of spiritual encounter. Both mind-sets have to conform to the Lord in humble obedience. We have to find the balance and keep the Word of God as our guide at all times. Mary’s response, in an experience similar to that of Zacharias’, seemed to be similar as well.
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