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ONE HAS TO CONSIDER the biggest challenge these days for a Christian is how to balance living in the liberty of the Spirit while not flowing into legalism and license [freedom to sin].

It is the same argument regarding censorship. Some will say censorship of anything leads to a rebellion to want what we can’t have or see or taste or touch, while others will say censorship keeps us at bay and allows the filtration of any bad influences. Others will argue that the lack of censorship is good, but then there is the school of thought that a lack of control leads to outright rebellion.

This is the same with God. Is it good to walk in strict observance of His commandments, or is good to allow some room for enjoyment? Will allowing some liberties not lead not a licence to be rebellious and sinful, while will not walking according to strict observance cause legalism and a religious heart to set in. 

Can we see how difficult it is these days to make sure we must walk a balanced life, because God is one of order and balance, not of disorder and extremes?  

Ultimately our relationship with God should be one of balance, but this requires wisdom, it requires maturity, it requires humility and a keen walk with the Spirit. The Lord calls us to lead balanced lives, not one of the extremes, for extremes in any measure causes us to be out of balance. 

We are called not to walk in the extreme of liberty or legalism, but to walk by Grace in the Spirit of God so that we can manifest fully His holiness and glory.

When it comes to walking in liberty or legalism of the Spirit, we have many arguments to support our theories, but as one learns, arguments are a means of justifying what we want, instead of allowing God to dictate the Truth. As we will see, there is only one way to follow a true path, and that is following the Spirit. So we have arguments that abound that once saved always saved.

When it comes to the issue of living in the liberty of the Spirit, debates are soon ignited regarding holiness. Some will say we have been made holy by the Blood of Jesus, while some will argue that there is no condemnation for those in Christ, and some will argue that as long as our spirit is redeemed who cares if the soul keeps on rebelling.

This is indeed a tricky issue. We can think of Romans 8 that speaks of nothing separating us from the love of God, so we can therefore ponder that Paul meant that once we have indeed been redeemed, then the deal is certain.

Ponder also the following Scripture:

1 Thessalonians 4: NKJV: 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.

Amplified version: 

For this is the will of God, that you should be consecrated (separated and set apart for pure and holy living): that you should abstain and shrink from all sexual vice,4 That each one of you should know how to possess (control, manage) his own body in consecration (purity, separated from things profane) and honor, 5 Not [to be used] in the passion of lust like the heathen, who are ignorant of the true God and have no knowledge of His will, 6 That no man transgress and overreach his brother and defraud him in this matter or defraud his brother in business. For the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we have already warned you solemnly and told you plainly. 7 For God has not called us to impurity but to consecration [to dedicate ourselves to the most thorough purity].

Let us also consider that in Revelations chapter 2 and 3 we read seven times in the seven letters to the churches regarding the rewards for those who overcome.

To overcome therefore by all accounts is an important aspect of our journey, so therefore, if we have to overcome, then surely this will also mean a responsibility from our side to lead a holy and pure life in order to obtain the awards of God.

Yes, Jesus died on the cross for our sins, so we can work for our salvation. But surely, we have a responsibility to work out our salvation. It says in Philippians 2: 12 Therefore, my dear ones, as you have always obeyed [my suggestions], so now, not only [with the enthusiasm you would show] in my presence but much more because I am absent, work out (cultivate, carry out to the goal, and fully complete) your own salvation with reverence and awe and trembling (self-distrust, with serious caution, tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against temptation, timidly shrinking from whatever might offend God and discredit the name of Christ).

To work out applies a process of moving forward ... if all has been done on the cross then there is nothing to sort out. But clearly, we still have a race to run, and we need to walk in the holy fear of the Lord so that we obtain our crown and prize. If we, therefore, become too liberal or too legalistic, are we then not in danger of not working our salvation?

There are arguments that despite all our efforts, we can never lead a holy life and that despite all our efforts, we will always be sinners. We debate that this viewpoint is alright, as long as one repents. We have after all, by the thesis of this argument, been redeemed, justified and sanctified. This, therefore, gives us a certain licence to act liberally according to the world, for by the Blood there is always forgiveness.

Thus, by this argument, we come to a familiar saying: Once saved, always saved. 

Can we, therefore, fall away and lose our salvation, or are we always saved no matter what?

This is the crux of the debate, and depending on one’s point of view, it will determine how you conduct yourself.

Since the Word says we have to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, it thus in essence implies fearing the Lord and obeying His will. As mentioned, to work out speaks of progression, but it also speaks of a positive momentum forward instead of just remaining stagnant in one’s ways or even backsliding.  

If we argue that once saved always saved, then one has to fear that licence will always exist to live also in the world, for there is then no fear for God. If one believes that one can fall back, then the possibility exists of being too legalistic in one’s attempt to always please God through good works.

Ultimately, when we consider the debate around the freedom of the Spirit in light of living holy, we have to consider the following aspects:

A) Difference between a true follower and a believer

B) The Covenant of God

C) God’s Sovereign Will for us to be filled with Glory (Romans 8)

To consider point A, consider Jesus’ teaching in John 3. Jesus makes a clear distinction between a follower of God and those who simply believe in Jesus. A follower is born again and is led by the Spirit. A believer believes, but has not yet submitted and is thus not really following the Lord. A believer believes and follows, and has therefore submitted.

So in essence, a great problem with Christianity today is that all believers are considered children of God. There is, however, a difference between those who follow Jesus by worshipping in Spirit and Truth and those who simply believe in His divinity. 

One is the true believer who lives for God completely, the other ends up following a religion designed to worship Jesus.

Galatians 5 makes it clear that there are the ways of the world/flesh and the fruit of the Spirit. And those who walk by the Spirit (Romans 8) will not walk in the ways of the flesh, and for those who are in the Spirit, for them there is no condemnation.

Therefore Paul also draws a distinction between walking according to the Spirit and the flesh; therefore for him as for John (see 1 John 2) there are two distinct paths – the path of the Spirit and the path of the world.

Thus, there is a distinction between walking the two paths, but you cannot walk both. This implies there is a path of holiness [a life in the Spirit] and a path of the flesh [life in the world]. 

Therefore, there is no such thing as walking in the liberty of the Spirit while holding on to a licence to follow the world. Our true liberty is to worship the Lord out of love and respect, which will determine our conduct and which will ultimately negate any legalism that is the foundation of a religious spirit.

Those who therefore follow the Spirit are the true born again believers, and those who simply believe or follow a religion will end up following another path of legalism which can also allow the advocacy to sin. 

We can argue this as much as possible, but we either follow God in Spirit, thus led by the Spirit, or we follow an idea. One is based on relationship, the other on man-made rules and regulations. The former gives life, the latter kills.

Therefore, for those who walk according to the Spirit, they will strive for holiness, for this is the work of the Spirit within man. And by such a believer there is a great hunger and a desire to shake off the world and to seek God.

For such a believer, there is no point arguing about legalism and liberty or licence, to follow the Spirit is about the liberty not to sin. Such is the desire of the born again believer.

On the other hand, those who follow a religion, or an idea of God, or their own version of such a spiritual walk, most likely end up grappling with issues regarding liberty, legalism and license to sin.

They struggle because they are not led by the Spirit, for the Spirit works within the true follower to be conformed in the glorious image of God. This is the work of religion, which exalts man as god.

Indeed, by the Blood of Jesus, we have been justified, but this does not mean that those justified by grace can sin as much as they want. 

Romans 6:1-2 says, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer in it?"

Secondly, consider point B. By the Covenant, we have an agreement with the Lord. He redeems, but now we have to follow His ways, His will and His Kingdom. There is a contract in place.

The southern and northern tribes of Israel thought they were beyond God’s reproach, but they endured His judgement at the hands of Assyria and Babylon because they didn’t stay true to the Covenant with God (Deuteronomy 28). 

However, we can argue that Israel has never been forsaken by God and still plays a crucial role in His end of day’s plans. Israel has always remained God’s chosen nation, and once again they will be saved at the coming of Jesus. This however does not negate the fact that for about 2500 they have endured terrible hardship, which is part of their judgment.

Then, do we only endure judgement when we obey not the Covenant or are there more serious consequences? 

Consider the following verses: 

Hebrews 6: 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

Hebrews 10 says: "31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."

Either way, if we believe that we can lose our salvation or only endure judgment, the fact remains there are consequences when we chose to either stifle the move of God in our lives through a legalistic or religious mindset or when we chose to offend the Lord by climbing into bed with the world.

If we think about it, if we obey not God by walking in Spirit and truth, then surely there is no real deep relationship with God. 

Our argument then lies with the true follower – what then happens if we live in the license of the world and not in the embrace of God?

One has to consider what John writes in his epistles. He makes it clear that one cannot walk in darkness and in light. Therefore, for him, there remains the true path of following God (expounded by Romans 8). Thus, if one is really following God, then there will be the fearful working out of one’s salvation, but for those who live for God and the world, how deep is their love for God really? "I John 1: 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us."

A Covenant is in place for the born again, Spirit-filled believer, but the evidence of such a commitment is their fruits and desire to stay true to the Covenant. For those who then obey, there is judgement but no falling away.

However, we also do find those who are in the world while trying to serve God, but their fruit will not speak of a deep relationship. Will they then be true unto the Covenant by walking in Spirit and Truth? The chances are slim.

Is there then a possibility for such a person to fall away? Most certainly, because ultimately Romans 8 has to apply to the true spirit-filled, born again believer who stays true to the Covenant, and whose endeavours to walk in sanctification and glorification. 

After all, if you are not walking in the Spirit and in Truth, how long can one really stand against the corruptive ways of the devil and the world?

Regarding point C, it says the following:

Romans 8: 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Indeed, it is the Lord’s desire for us to be glorified. This is after all His Will. A true believer stays true to the Lord’s will, otherwise, the Lord’s Prayer of Matthew 5 is but a rambling of words. If it is His will for us to be glorified, then surely this means it is His will for us to move from glory to glory by walking in holiness.

2 Corinthians 3: 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

The Lord has called us to walk in His ways, to His glory, and to live a full life of glory.  He wants all that we do be to His glory and for His glory. In the end, a lot of what we do is about our motivation and intent. Legalism prevents us from moving into God’s glory because is motivation is based on duty, and duty speaks of motivation of self-gain and honour. Neither can we live a life where we hold onto the world, advocating the sin, because this is idolatry and rebellion in the eyes of God?

1 Corinthians 10 addresses the aspect of being over religious and legalistic to the point where one is unable to flow in the liberty of the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 10: Flee from Idolatry: 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 17 For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread. 18 Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 19 What am I saying then? That an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He? 23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for conscience’ sake; 26 for “the earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness.” 27 If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience’ sake. 28 But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,” do not eat it for the sake of the one who told you, and for conscience’ sake; for “the earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness.” 29 “Conscience,” I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is my liberty judged by another man’s conscience? 30 But if I partake with thanks, why am I evil spoken of for the food over which I give thanks? 31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.

Therefore, true glorification comes when we allow ourselves to be led completely by the Spirit to the glory of the Lord and not for self-glorification. 

Such glorification is settled in a deep motivation to love and please the Lord, not merely out of duty, but out of a relationship. This is the crux of “James 1:25: But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.” Liberty by grace is to the licence to sin, but to please God and to glorify Him. Such a state of being led by the Spirit unto a state of glorification will surely guard us against becoming legalistic or religious to the point where the liberty of the Spirit is quenched, and similarly, it will guard against becoming too free in the world and taking liberty with God.

We must in the end remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 24: 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.

The devil wants us to lead a life that takes us away from the liberty of the Spirit. If we become too religious or too liberal in the world, we will not be led by the Spirit and this will allow his ways of corruption to dig into our soul. 

Jesus’ warning is clear that the devil will try any means possible to deceive us so that we are no longer in Jesus, and by that position we are not condemned.

Let us also keep in mind the following Scripture out of Revelation 13 regarding the beast out of the earth:  13 And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.

We must never, but never become complacent in our walk with God. For this world seeks to deceive and to lead the disciple astray. We must never fall into a comfort zone, for then we will surely be deceived. We need to remain vigilant, always in the Spirit, always in the Truth, for then we will walk a path that glorified God.

In the liberty of the Spirit lies victory, but in legalism and in worldly licence lies deceit and spiritual corruption.

Consider Hebrews 12: The Discipline of God:  3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

We have to constantly keep in mind the truth of Galatians 2: 19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

So yes, all that we do must glorify God. And we also need to stand upon 2 Corinthians 3:17: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (emancipation from bondage, freedom).

In order for us to therefore really and truly walk in the ways of God, we need to stop making excuses in order for the Lord to strengthen us, even by discipline, so that we can lead victorious lives of overcoming. 

We need to remain true to the path and true to the Lord in order to walk in the liberty of His will, purpose and plan.
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Liberty, License, Liberty – Truths of Jesus and the Law of Moses


[image: image]




MUCH OF THE ARGUMENT of liberty, legalism and licence also revolves around the Law of Moses. 

Many would argue that we are not under the Law, thus to follow the Law is legalism.

Some will then again argue that without any respect for the Law in any form, leaves the Christian without any boundaries within to act and therefore stands in danger of moving in the realm of having a license to act as pleases.

This is indeed a very difficult debate, and those who think it is clear cut are naïve.

After all, we know that God wants us to live in the liberty of the Spirit. Such a liberty has been brought by a price. We after know we are no longer under the Law of Moses but are under the Law of Jesus Christ.

We would therefore love to say that the only way we can live in the liberty of the Spirit is to become consciously aware that we cannot please or delight God through our acts or works, thus we must keep on having faith in God.

But this is where it gets tricky. 

How then do we live in the liberty of the Spirit when we break down all the barriers of the Law?

The Scriptures teach us that we are to live holy lives and avoid sin (Colossians 1:5-11). Just because we are saved and eternally justified before God (John 10:28 it is no excuse to continue in the sin from which we were saved.  Of course, we all sin (Romans 3:23).  But the war between the saved and sin is continuous (Romans 7:14-20) and it won't be until the return of Jesus that we will be delivered from this body of death. To seek sin continually and use God's grace to excuse it later is to trample the blood of Christ underfoot (Hebrews 10:29) and to reveal the person's true sinful, unsaved nature (1 John 2:4; 2:19).  

If we say we live according to the Law of Jesus, how then do we ascertain what is right and wrong if we fail to live by any real standards of God’s laws?

We certainly argue that as Christians we should have a basic idea of what is right and wrong, as taught by Jesus. Thus, many would then argue that to live in the liberty of the Spirit implies living according to the teachings of Jesus, and therefore avoiding any legalism or avoiding the pitfalls of having a license to sin.

Romans 6: From Slaves of Sin to Slaves of God: 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul’s argument in Romans 6 stands that even though we are no longer under the Law of Moses, we are under a law of Jesus; therefore we have to remain true and real to the ways of God. We are indeed no longer slaves to legalism and to a legalistic religion, but we are slaves to Jesus – meaning we must walk in obedience, truth and faithfulness to His commandments.

We need to remember that what Jesus taught, in a technical sense, expounded on the Law of Moses, for He Himself said that He did not come to do away with the Law but to fulfil the Law. Jesus was teaching at the time Jews, thus He Himself was speaking within a Judaic context and within a Judaic culture, and He was showing them a better way to live.

Indeed, the better way according to Jesus is to adhere and to follow Him, and not merely to follow a set of rules as taught by Moses. 

But this is where the trouble starts. Jesus never shot down Moses or the Laws. How could He, for those Laws were given by His Father? Jesus never spoke negatively against them, for then He was saying His Father was wrong to introduce such laws.

Luke 18: 18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.” 

Matthew 22: 34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

We are thus faced with a conundrum.

Today, many would simply say that we must do away with the Law of Moses because when we break one commandment we break them all. It is also true we cannot please God through good works and staying obedient unto all His laws.

However, keep in mind the 613 laws of Moses expounded the 10 Commandments – are we thus so bold to say that we wish to live in the liberty of the Spirit without adhering to the 10 Commandments?

Let us be honest. No one can live up to the 10 Commandments all the time, and if we try, then we face judgement. So the reasoning goes that we have been saved by the Blood of Jesus, and so by faith and repentance our sins have been forgiven and so the only way we can be walking as children of God is to follow and obey the Spirit instead of trying to work out our salvation through obeying the commandments.

That is a fair argument because one cannot ignore the truth that we are only saved and redeemed by the Blood of Jesus, and that we will never be able to fully please God by always doing good works and that we are redeemed by faith in God alone.

The truth also stands that we follow the Law of Jesus and not the physical religious or ceremonial or moral 613 Laws of Moses.

But again, if we talk about holiness, what does this imply? Is holiness a mere state of living in obedience to the Holy Spirit, or is obedience also living and acting like a Christian whose thoughts are renewed and whose heart is set upon the throne room of heaven?

But then, how can we live holy without any boundaries or parameters?

Some say the Holy Spirit will guide us in what is true and right. The problem is there is a big difference between being filled by the Spirit and being led by the Spirit. Dare to say, the Church today is not really following the Spirit, for the Spirit leads us in all truth. If one judges all the false doctrines and man-made systems today that surrounds the Christian faith, then one has to question if the believer is really submitted to the Holy Spirit? If this is not the case, then how can the Spirit guide anyone who is still self-centred and self-driven? 

The tendency in the modern-day church has been to simply get rid of the notion of Laws, in case we fall into legalism, and let us rather lean towards liberty that borders on having a license to act as one desires. It seems legalism has become a greater fear than living in a state of freedom of the Self. 

What then holds the greatest danger? Being too legalistic or being liberated in the Self? These are two extremes. 

The challenge still remains how to live in the Liberty of the Spirit, while still being respectful of both the pros and cons of living in a state of legalism and a state of license.

Let us consider Paul. He argued vehemently in the Book of Galatians and Romans that the believers should stay away from the Law of Moses and that they should strive for the Liberty of the Spirit. He also warned about being the indulgences of living for the Self, which causes justification of all sins.

Galatians 3: Faith or Works of the Law: 1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 4 Have you experience so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.”12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. 19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one. 21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Galatian 4: 21 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 23 His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a divine promise. 24 These things are being taken figuratively: The women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written: “Be glad, barren woman, you who never bore a child; shout for joy and cry aloud, you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband.” 28 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 At that time the son born according to the flesh persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman. 

Galatians 5: New International Version (NIV): Freedom in Christ: 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

Romans 7:  NIV 1 Do you not know, brothers and sisters —for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. The Law and Sin 7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

We have to remember that Paul was a Jew and was raised in the system of the Law. He knew what it means to religiously follow every small detail of the commandments. He knew what it meant to meticulously live as a Jew, and fearing that if it was not done precisely and accurately he would be struck down by a wrathful God. Through this process, Paul did learn what sin is, but he also learned that he could not deal with sin through such a process. Only once he is liberated by Jesus can he come to the Lord in faith and only the Lord to strengthen Him to overcome.

Paul argued about the Law to the Jews, not the Gentiles. We will never know what it means to be under the Law, but that is also our problem. The Jews knew what it really means to serve a holy God where there is no room for error. But the Lord didn’t want the Jews to love and fear Him simply because they had to, He wanted them to love and fear Him because of their faith and love in Him. 

In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul writes the following: 23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.”

Twice in his first letter to the Corinthian church, Paul uses the statement “all things are lawful unto me” (KJV), also used in 1 Corinthians 6:12. 

In 1 Corinthians 6, Paul is finishing up his address of several specific sins the Corinthian believers were tolerating: some church members were taking advantage of each other in court (verses 1–8), and others were practising immorality (verses 12–20). In this context, the apostle says, “All things are lawful unto me.” In this verse, Paul seems to be anticipating an argument from those who justified their sin in the name of “Christian liberty.” His point is that liberty has limitations. He moves right into proofs that sexual immorality is at odds with the Christian life, and no amount of “Christian liberty” can excuse it.

The NIV translation of 1 Corinthians 6:12 brings out more clearly the idea that Paul is quoting those who objected to his reprimand: “‘I have the right to do anything,’ you say—but not everything is beneficial. ‘I have the right to do anything’—but I will not be mastered by anything.” 

It seems that some within the Corinthian church were using “I have the right to do anything” as a mantra, repeating it whenever they were questioned about their behaviour. Paul responds to their mantra by adding his own clauses: “but not everything is beneficial” and “but I will not be mastered by anything.” Even if all things were lawful, not everything should be done, and nothing should be allowed to enslave us as a sinful habit.

In 1 Corinthians 10, the issue is eating meats offered to idols. Paul again turns to the mantra of the Corinthians: “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not” (verse 23, KJV). He then goes on to make the case that eating meat sold in the marketplace is not wrong in itself; however, if eating meat offered to idols caused anyone to stumble, then that activity becomes wrong.

So, Christian liberty is limited by at least two considerations: 1) what is the effect of this action upon oneself? and 2) what influence will this action have on “Jews, Greeks or the church of God” as a whole (verse 32)? Our goal must be to seek “the good of others” (verse 24), not just our own good (cf. verse 33). After all, we as Christians are not governed by lawlessness, but by God, and by His moral and spiritual laws.

Christian liberty ceases to be “Christian” and becomes libertinism when we engage in acts of immorality or fail to truly love one another. First Corinthians 10:31 sums up the matter well: “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

This is also the case with us today. We are not called to do good works simply out of the motivation to please Him, but out of our relationship with God.

So when Paul was penning his epistles, he argues that even though the Law did wonders to teach the people holiness and purity, in itself it was designed to fail because spiritually the Jews weren’t living in holiness and love because of their lack of relationship with God. For them it had become a routine and a ritual – very much like religion – and so Paul realised the dangers of following the 613 Laws of Moses religiously because they were hoping for salvation based on strict adherence to the physical requirements.

But Paul, being a strict Jew himself, realised that in Jesus there is a greater liberty – the liberty still to be holy and pure. Yet he advocated that instead of following 613 Laws to the letter, rather follow Jesus in Spirit and Truth for in Jesus is the Law and where the Spirit of the Lord is so is liberty.

The problem facing the Jews back then still faces us today. They could not understand how to balance following Jesus but still staying true to their culture without becoming too promiscuous. They also failed to see there is a better way of following the Law in Spirit and in Truth, thus adhering to the spiritual principles of the Law. 

After all, the Law of the Spirit of Truth sets us free, but the Law of sin and death leads us in wickedness (Romans 8).

Paul did not want his people to be caged by routine and ritual, especially when they feared one little mistake will lead to their demise. In Christ, he saw a greater hope and purpose – but the end result was the same, which is to be holy and pure.  

Romans 8: Life Through the Spirit: 8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

Where then does the answer lie? If we say we want to live holy, how are we going to achieve this without considering the Laws of God? If we say we want to be free in the Lord, how are we going to prevent from justifying our actions when we are in danger of moving beyond God’s ways of right and wrong?

I truly believe the biggest problem with this conundrum is how we perceive the physical Laws. One can agree that if we try to physically obey the Laws – specifically the 10 Commandments – then we are in trouble. After all, how many of us are really keeping the Sabbath Holy as commanded?

If we can’t keep it holy, we then break all other nine of the commandments and therefore come under the curse of disobedience. The way we should perceive the Laws is thus not physically but spiritually. WE DO NOT LIVE BY THE LAWS OF MOSES BUT BY THE LAWS OF JESUS. 

Romans 13: Love Fulfills the Law: 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

No one can live by the laws of Moses and so try to please God. Let us keep that in mind. We are not called to sacrifice bulls or lams! But what we can do is to live by the Law of Jesus, and so the question of how the live in the Liberty of the Spirit comes down to understanding what it means to live according to the Law of Jesus.

Our problem today within Churches is our sheer ignorance and lack of understanding of the Laws of Moses. We fail to understand their design, their purpose and their intent. The purpose and intent and design were for a people to live holy and separated unto God in body, soul and spirit. 

And the only way it could have been done before the birth of Jesus was a structured set of 613 Laws, which became the constitution of Israel.

Still today, the Law of Jesus is designed to set us apart for Holiness, and we must therefore allow God to lead and guide us in accordance with His truth and will.
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Justified, now pursuing manifested Sanctification
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1 THESSALONIANS 4:7 says, "God has called us not for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification."
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