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Foreword






    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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  Introduction




  

    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    
Props and Sets





    Book Title: The Mill River Recluse




    Author Name: Darcie Chan




    Time it was written: 2002-2004




    Place it was written: New York




    First publication: May 18, 2011




    Publisher: Self-Published Book




    Narrator: Third Person




    Point of view: The Author’s




    Tone: Nostalgic, Sweet, Descriptive, Heart-Warming




    Tense: Present Tense Alternating With Flashbacks




    Setting (Time): A period of time spanning over 60 years until the present




    Setting (Place): Mill River, Vermont




    Protagonist: Mary McAllister




    Theme: Love, Relationships, Loss, Secrets, Triumph over Tragedy, Friendship




    Motif: Marble Mansion


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Darcie Chan was born in Wisconsin, USA and she has two younger sisters. She is very close and connected to her family and they had to move a lot when she was younger. She lived in Wisconsin until the age of six and then they all moved to Indiana, where they lived for a year; After Indiana came Colorado where they used to live in small cities, towns which were peaceful and not very cosmopolitan. For instance, when she was a student of middle school at Cheraw, Colorado she had to attend a 4-day school per week. This happened because the number of students was small and it was cheaper for the local school district to maintain a four-day school. Darcie Chan’s mother was a teacher and her father worked in educational administration. The fact that both the parents were keen on education combined with the somehow remote places that the family happened to reside made the parents to focus a lot on the children’s education. Thus, all three daughters were taught how to read from a very early age. They were introduced to literature and reading and Darcie clearly remembers herself being absolutely fond of writing. In fact, when she was in seventh or eighth grade she took part in a writing competition and she came first. She states that her winning left her so enthralled and mesmerised by fiction that upon returning home that day, she announced to everyone that she wanted to become a writer.
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