
        
            
                
            
        

    
 

	 

	THE LAST WEEK

	of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry

	 

	BEYOND CHRONOLOGY

	

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Giuseppe Guarino

	 

	 

	[image: Image]



	




	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Published by Giuseppe Guarino

	 

	www.giuseppeguarino.com

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Copyright © 2023 Giuseppe Guarino

	All rights reserved

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	



	




	Table of Contents

	 

	 

	
		

				 

				
Introduction

 


				7

		

		
				1

				
The Gospel of Mark

 


				11

		

		
				2

				
“After Three Day” vs. “The Third Day”

 


				25

		

		
				3

				
20 or 21?

 


				33

		

		
				4

				
The Gospel of John

 


				37

		

		
				5

				
The Gospel of Matthew

 


				51

		

		
				6

				
The Gospel of Luke

 


				69

		

		
				7

				
The Seventy Weeks of Daniel

 


				79

		

		
				8

				
A possible chronology

 


				87

		

		
				 

				
Conclusion

 


				91

		

		
				 

				
The Lord’s Supper

 


				97

		

		
				 

				Bibliography

				105

		

	


	 

	



	




	Introduction

	 

	 

	The last week of Jesus' earthly ministry held significant meaning as it unfolded in Jerusalem. The Gospels devote a considerable portion of their narratives to this pivotal period. However, which of these accounts provides a chronology that allows us to reconstruct the events?

	 

	It's essential to clarify that chronology was not a primary concern for the Gospel authors. They prioritized highlighting the Last Supper and the Passover over meticulously detailing the specific days of that week. Among the four Gospels, Mark stands out as the one that seems to present events as they occurred, with more references to time. It also appears to list events in chronological order.

	 

	But what about the other Gospel accounts? When I delved into the book of Daniel and wrote about it, I mentioned its chronological disorder, not to mention its bilingual text, which further complicates matters. The first six chapters follow a chronological order, but Chapter 7 reverts to the time when the Babylonians were in power. This is not an error; the author had a literary and spiritual purpose in mind.

	 

	I also invite the reader to consider the book of Jeremiah. There, you won't find a traceable chronological order; time takes a secondary role. What matters more is the "what," and events are recorded in an order that unfolds their spiritual significance.

	 

	Returning to our Gospels, Matthew also places an event out of chronological sequence. However, this was by design rather than mistake. In Matthew, it was crucial to position that event immediately following Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The Gospel's profound thematic structure took precedence over strict chronology.

	 

	In Mark 11:1-11, Jesus enters Jerusalem, ventures into the temple, and surveys the surroundings. That evening, he goes to Bethany. The following morning, en route from Bethany to Jerusalem, he feels hungry but finds no fruit on a fig tree and curses it (11:12-14). Subsequently, he enters Jerusalem and the temple, cleansing it (11:15-18).

	 

	In Matthew 21:1-11, Jesus enters Jerusalem, enters the temple to purify it (21:12-16), and then goes to Bethany in the evening (21:17). The next morning, while on his way to Jerusalem, he encounters a fig tree and curses it (21:18-22). From verse 23 onward, he is in the temple.

	 

	Matthew's Gospel was written for a Jewish audience to establish that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. A key theme is God's dissatisfaction with Israel's religious conduct and the cessation of their national privileges due to their rejection of the Messiah. "Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation producing its fruit" (Matthew 21:43).

	 

	Let's delve into this matter in greater detail.






	

	1

	The Gospel of Mark

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The many time references found in Mark let us build a fairly reasonable chart.

	The first day of the week, Sunday, seemed to start at verse 32 of chapter 10, with Jesus and the disciples “on the road, going up to Jerusalem.”

	It was Sunday, the 10th of Nisan. Later in this chapter we will explain in detail how we can be so sure. 

	To the twelve he told openly: 

	“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they will mock Him, and [e]scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.” (Mark 10:33-34)

	Jesus entered Jerusalem as a king who comes in peace and is welcomed as such by the people.

	“When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Mark 11:7-10)

	Jesus entered Jerusalem and the temple, where he simply looked around. As evening approached, he and the apostles departed for Bethany, as recorded in Mark 11:11, to spend the night there.

	In Mark 11:12, we read, 'the next day as they were leaving Bethany...' It was Monday, the 11th of Nisan.

	On the way to the city, Jesus is displeased by a fig tree that bears only leaves, symbolizing Israel (as described in verses 12-14).

	Upon entering the temple, he proceeds to purify it, as recorded in Mark 11:15-18. It's possible that he also taught on that occasion, although the text doesn't provide specific details, it only says that 

	“all the people were astonished at His teaching.” (Mark 11:18)

	The same verse adds: “When evening had come, He went out of the city.”

	Tuesday, the 12th of Nisan is mentioned in Mark 11:20, as we read “Now in the morning…”

	A series of teachings and events are narrated, but delving into them in detail is not the focus of this study. 

	The next time reference can be found in Mark 14:1, “After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.” 

	The reference is connected to the evil intentions of the religious leaders,

	And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death.“

	Mark informs us that two days later, it would be the Passover. Given that it was Tuesday, the 12th of Nisan, 'after two days' must refer to Thursday, the 14th of Nisan.

	Following this, we have the remarkable story of Mary of Bethany anointing Jesus (Mark 14:3-9), followed by the infamous agreement between Judas Iscariot and the chief priests to betray Jesus (Mark 14:10-11).

	In verse 12, we find ourselves on Thursday, the 14th of Nisan, as it was the first day of the Unleavened Bread.

	In Exodus 12:17-18, we read,

	“17 So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. 18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening.“ 

	Knowing that Mark 14:1 and 12 explicitly reference Thursday, the 14th of Nisan, the first month of the Hebrew calendar, the rest of the chronology becomes evident: Two days before was the 12th (v. 20), three days before the 11th, and four days before the 10th of Nisan, a Sunday, the day when Jesus entered Jerusalem as a king.

	No other Gospel offers such precise references to the days as Mark does. This is why I believe it is the only Gospel we can rely on to reconstruct the chronology of Jesus' last week in Jerusalem. 

	“In the evening He came with the twelve.” (Mark 14:17) 

	It is in this occasion that Jesus shares his Last Supper with the apostles and institutes the memorial,

	“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. And He said to them, “This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many.” (Mark 14:22-24)

	During that extended night, following the agonizing ordeal in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was arrested and subsequently brought before the high priest and the Jewish authorities. 

	It was in the early morning, possibly between 3 and 6 a.m., when Peter denied him, as the Lord had previously foretold. The hour was tragically confirmed by the crowing of the rooster, as noted in Mark 14:72.

	Chapter 15 starts with a precious indication, “Immediately, in the morning…” 

	It was Friday, the 15th of Nisan. 

	The absurd trial of Jesus was brief. Pilate's last attempt to prevent the execution of an innocent man (as recounted in Mark 15:9-10) only resulted in Barabbas being released.

	Jesus was already on the cross by 9 a.m., the third hour according to Hebrew time calculation, as noted in Mark 15:25.

	From 12 to 3 p.m., darkness covered the land, as documented in Mark 15:33.

	The time references in Mark 15:42 and 16:1 leave no doubt that the crucifixion took place on a Friday, and Jesus remained in the grave throughout the entire Sabbath, rising from the dead on Sunday, the 17th of Nisan.

	The resurrection of Jesus on Sunday is further affirmed in Mark 16:2-7.,

	“Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” 

	It is also confirmed a few lines later,

	“Now when He rose early on the first day of the week” (Mark 16:9)

	During his final week, the Jews attempted to kill him, and Judas, one of his apostles, betrayed him. Yet, one week later, during his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the tomb was found empty, as Jesus had risen from the dead.  

	 



		
				
Mark 10

32 Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem… 

Mark 11

12 Now the next day… 

 

 

20 Now in the morning… 

Mark 12, 13, 

Mark 14: 1After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread…
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