

  [image: ]




  MBS-E's Guide to eBook Self-Publishing




  (MBS-E Editing & Review Service)




   




  by




  Marie-Berdine Steyn




   




  * * * * *




  Copyright




  All rights reserved under International and South African Copyright Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this e-book on-screen. No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, down-loaded, decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter invented, without the exclusive press written permission of MB Steyn (Author).




  




  TRADEMARK




  MBS-E™ is a Trademark of The MBS Initiative™.




  




  PUBLISHED BY:




  MBS Self-Publishing




  




  




  MBS-E's Guide to eBook Self-Publication




  Copyright © 7 July 2013 by MB Steyn




  




  




  MBS




  Have Fun Always!!!




  





  E-Book Distribution: XinXii


  http://www.xinxii.com


  [image: logo_xinxii]





  




  





  Dedications




  This eBook is dedicated to all MBS-E clients, authors and first time writers.




  Furthermore, to all others within South African and around the world, who would like to know how to self-publish their manuscript into an eBook.




  





  INTRODUCTION




  




  Most writers will know how hard it can be to write a book and how many hours toil it takes to produce a manuscript of 50 000 words and above. Readers and novices, who have never gone through the writing process before, have no idea what it takes, but is very quick to leave critique or a bad review on your book.




  Of course, this is fine if all writers learn from such critique (if the critique was of course toward the authors’ book and not the author self).




  For many aspirant writers, this critique – whether positive or negative – is a great response to their work and often inspires them to learn, grow and write a better book.




  Different writers handle critique in many different ways. My advice though, is to always use critique as the building blocks to learn, grow and create better books in the future. In the end, it's very important to get your work out there, and not to be afraid of: "Will I get bad reviews?"




  




  But -




  How do you continue to write when a traditional publisher has not accepted your manuscript for publication? And if there was a way to have your book published by doing it yourself, how do you go about doing it?




  




  Today, writers do not have to approach a traditional publishing house anymore to have their book(s) published. With the introduction of the Self-Publication Industry, anyone can publish his or her manuscript within minutes and have it available anywhere in the world. The best part - most of the time its free.




  




  “But how do I self-publish my manuscript into an eBook?”




  “Where do you publish it to? Where do I start?”




  "I am from South Africa and all the self-publishing houses are located in the USA. How can I self-publish in South Africa?




  "Are there any South African eBook publishing platforms?"




  “How does it work?”




  “What do I have to do?”




  




  These questions and more, I have heard from most authors and writers I have worked with as a freelancer. I soon realized that my knowledge as a writer, author and self-publisher over the years could be of great value to those whom wish to publish their own manuscripts. It was from my desire to help aspiring writers and authors within South Africa, that the idea to write this guidebook originated.




  




  I hope that you will find this guidebook of value, and that you will learn how you can self-publish without spending a fortune.




  




  




  





  Kindly Note:




  This eBook was written in laymen's terms so that anyone can understand and grasp the content. I had no desire to write a scientific guidebook whereby you could not understand a single concept. The content is thus offered in simple, everyday terms.




  Furthermore, will you find that the English used in this eBook differs from standard American- or British English. The reason is simple: It is none. It is South African English, which might sound different to other forms of English. Although this eBook can assist all individuals worldwide with regards to the eBook Publishing process, it was written from the view of a South African to South Africans. (Specifically since this process is still very new in South Africa.) Therefore, if the English does not live up to British- or American English standards, don't fret, it was not intended too.
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  SECTION I




  




  INTRODUCTION TO EBOOK SELF-PUBLISHING




  




  




  




  How To Use This Guidebook:




  This guidebook is divided into three sections -




  




  Section I am for all those individuals who hates detailed information, and prefer information presented in a short step-by-step manner.




  Section II is for individuals who would like an expanded explanation on aspects discussed in Section I.




  Section III includes some extra links, contact details and information.




  




  Therefore, should you read Section I and II, you will notice that there is some information 'borrowed' from Section I.




  If you should choose to only read through and apply the information in Section I, you may do so. Should you wish to although learn more in-depth information about the eBook Self-Publishing process, you are most welcome to also consult Section II.




  For those wishing to only go through Section I, I advise you to also check the valuable links and information presented in Section III.




  




  





  




  CHAPTER 1




  WHAT IS EBOOK SELF-PUBLISHING?




  




  To answer this question, lets examine the following concepts first:




  




  A Definition of Self-Publishing




  “Self-publishing is the publication of any book or other media by the author of the work, without the involvement of an established third-party publisher. A self-published physical book is said to be privately printed. The author is responsible and in control of the entire process - including design (cover/interior), formats, price, distribution, marketing & PR. The authors can do it all themselves or outsource all or part of the process to companies that offer these services.”




  1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-publishing




  




  A Definition of eBook Self-Publishing




  eBook Self-publishing is the publication of an eBook by the author him or herself. The author is responsible for manuscript quality, manuscript conversion, design of the cover and publishing the eBook on the platform of his/her choice. The manuscripts quality is up to the author, and the author holds sole distribution rights. Royalties in Self-Publishing is most often higher than any other form of publication.




  3 MB Steyn, 2013.




  




  A Definition of the Concept: eBook




  “An electronic book (variously: e-book, eBook, ebook, digital book, or even e-edition) is a book-length publication in digital form, consisting of text, images, or both, and produced on, published through, and readable on computers or other electronic devices.[1] Sometimes the equivalent of a conventional printed book, e-books can also be born digital. The Oxford Dictionary of English defines the e-book as "an electronic version of a printed book,"[2] but e-books can and do exist without any printed equivalent. Commercially produced and sold E-books are usually intended to be read on dedicated e-book readers. However, almost any sophisticated electronic device that features a controllable viewing screen, including computers, many mobile phones, and nearly all smartphones, can also be used to read e-books. Some companies, such as Amazon, with their Kindle for PC software, provide an emulator that allows a user to read their format on other platforms.”




  2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E-book




  




  





  WHAT IS EBOOK SELF-PUBLISHING?




  In the simplest terms: eBook Self-publishing means the publication of your manuscript by doing everything yourself.




  




  There are various steps, which can include the following:
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  THE SHORT STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO PUBLISH YOUR MANUSCRIPT INTO AN EBOOK:




  




  STEP 1 - YOUR MANUSCRIPT




  1. Writing your manuscript:




  Microsoft Word format (.doc) is often best, and mostly accepted on eBook Platforms.




  




  2. Proofread or Edit:




  To ensure your manuscript is of the highest quality, have it proofread (family, friends or a professional). If English is not your native language, you might need some help with grammar, spelling, punctuation and the overall composition and presentation of content. Get an editor to help you.




  




  3. Review and Re-write:




  Includes the revision and re-writing of your manuscripts’ content until you are satisfied with the final version. Remember that the first draft is often not at the best level that it could be. Sometimes it requires a 4th up to 10th draft before you or your editor are satisfied. For some lucky writers, it's usually after revision of the 4th draft. Do not get discouraged if your editor returns your manuscript to you after the first draft. I know of very few (very, very few) authors who can publish a first draft.

OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.png
X1n X11





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
L y
"MBSEE'S GUIDE T
eBook SclfPublisking

i}

W

MB STEYN






OEBPS/Images/image.png
STEP 1- YOUR MANUSCRIPT
1. Write your manuscript
2. Proofread and Edit
3. Review and Re-Write
4. Prepare for eBook submission

STEP 2 - REGISTER
1. Register for an Account on an cBook
Self-Publishing Platform

STEP 3 - GET EDUCATED

1. Download the free Submission
Guidebook's available for each eBook
Platform you arc going to publish
to.

2. Step 3 can even done before Step |

3. Educate yourself on all platforms
submission guidelines

4. Get cducated on formatting

requirements for each platform

STEP 4 -

FORMAT YOUR MANUSCRIPT

1. Format your manuscript according
to each Platforms specifications

STEP 5 - COVER DESIGN
1. Design the Cover for your eBook
2. Or, get a designer to do it.

STEP6 -

SUBMIT YOUR MANUSCRIPT

1. Upload your manuscript on your
chosen eBook Platforms

STEP 7 - MARKETING

1. Determine your nicke market

2. Find marketing channcls

3. Market your cBook

4. Sales Education & Training

STEP 8 - AUTHORS HOUSE

1. Create an Authors Identity

2. Create an Authors Platform /
Authors House

STEP 9 - LEARN & GROW

1. Subcribe to Witing Courses

2. Seck Mentors

3. Learn, grow and never give up on
Your writing dreams.






