
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
	[image: Image]

	 

	
 

	Bing Crosby

	 

	A Complete Life from Beginning to the End

	 

	 

	History Hub

	 

	 


© Copyright 2023 by History Hub- All Rights Reserved. 

	The content contained within this book may not be reproduced, duplicated, or transmitted in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission of the publisher. Product names, logos, brands, and other trademarks featured or referred to within this publication are the property of their respective trademark holders. This book is unofficial and unauthorized. It is not authorized, approved, licensed, or endorsed by the aforementioned interests or any of their licenses. This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This book may not be re-sold or given away to other people. 

	 


TABLE OF CONTENTS

	Chapter One: Introduction

	Chapter Two: Birth & Early Childhood

	Chapter Three: Teenage and Adolescence

	Chapter Four: High peak of career or fame

	Chapter Five: The person behind the fame

	Chapter Six: Difficulties in Life

	Chapter Seven: The Works

	Chapter Eight: Conclusion

	Chapter Nine: Interesting Facts

	Chapter Ten: Discussion Question

	Chapter Eleven: Quiz Question

	Bibliography

	About Us

	



	




	 Don’t Forget Your Free Bonus Downloads!

	 

	As our way of saying thank you, we’ve included in every purchase bonus gift downloads. If you’ve enjoyed reading this book, please consider leaving a review.

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	Or Scan Your Phone to open QR code

	[image: Image]

	 

	


	CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“I think popular music in this country is one of the few things in the twentieth century that have made giant strides in reverse.” 
- Bing Crosby

	 


For the majority of Americans, he will always be the ultimate Crooner, a legendary artist who will never be surpassed in terms of fame and adoration. Still, Bing Crosby was so much more: When he was born, the music industry, the film industry, and the television industry were all in their infancy. He was instrumental in shaping the course of their growth. In his roles as the world's best-selling music artist, a fixture in film, the radio, and television, and a technologist who firmly believed in the power of his inventions, he played a significant role in shaping and reshaping American and global culture.

	There was little hope for Harry Lillis Crosby's future when he was born on May 3, 1903, to a working-class, Catholic, Irish-Anglo family with strong roots in the Pacific Northwest. He was a talented musician, singer, and drummer and a bright and attentive student. His parents were thrilled with his decision to study law at Gonzaga University, and he had nothing better to do at the moment. He dropped out of law school two months before he was set to graduate.

	The sound of the music enticed Crosby to leave. The Crosbys had always kept it as a part of their household. His mandolin-playing dad purchased the first phonograph in Spokane, Washington, and the family sang around it. In a family of seven, he was the fourth oldest. He was known as "Bing" because of his devotion to the satirical newspaper "The Bingville Bugle," but he was an avid listener of all types of media. He even caught the vaudeville performances that passed through town and afterward regaled his pals with elaborate descriptions of the acts he saw. He worked in the wings during Al Jolson's performance in Spokane and observed the great singer's every move.

	Crosby's destiny was set when a younger kid called Al Rinker asked him to play drums in his five-piece dance band. The other guys in the band, the Musicaladers, didn't give a hoot about his drumming skills until they heard him sing. His baritone was already mellow and strong at such a young age, with a wide dynamic range, impeccable timing, and easy charisma. His incredible recall made it so he could pick up tunes after just hearing them once, yet despite this, he never learned to read music.

	Crosby continued to perform locally with Rinker, who played piano after the band split up. When Rinker's flivver broke down in 1925, he recommended they combine their resources and make the trip to Los Angeles, where his sister, the rising jazz singer Mildred Bailey, would be able to help them find work. All they needed was an audition, and she made sure they got one. Crosby and Rinker performed in vaudeville shows up and down the West Coast until two members of Paul Whiteman's band heard them by accident. Crosby and Rinker left Spokane and were signed to a contract with the most renowned orchestra in the nation within a year. They were getting ready to go to New York.

	Crosby improved his technique despite experiencing some setbacks and succumbing too quickly to the attractions of the big metropolis. The legendary musician Louis Armstrong was both an inspiration and a lifetime friend to him. The Rhythm Boys were formed by Whiteman, who paired Crosby and Rinker with pianist and lyricist Harry Barris. They were the first vocal jazz ensemble to achieve widespread popularity. Whiteman's musicians and arrangers were so taken by Crosby's song interpretation that they pushed to have him play additional solos.

	The Rhythm Boys eventually departed Whiteman after just a few years. Next, Crosby parted ways with the Rhythm Boys. Crosby was the first singer to use the microphone as an instrument in a nightclub and on the concert stage. The Hollywood elite gathered to hear him speak when he made an appearance at Coconut Grove. Mack Sennett, a producer, recruited him to create a string of comedic shorts. William Paley, the head of the then-emerging CBS network, offered him a daily radio program. After Paramount Pictures saw him in The Big Broadcast, they swiftly signed him to a three-picture agreement that would eventually turn into a twenty-year connection.
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