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INTRODUCTION

 

Far from adding another language approach inclusive of a further specific vocabulary, the Full Time Tutoring System provides an Active Role Teaching (A.R.T.) based on a competition among each of the classes resulting from the traditional placement test.

 The aim is to give strength to an eclectic methodology whose assets are mainly based on Stephen Krashen’s “Rule of Forgetting”. The targets are respectful of the Council of Europe’s Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The context is that of a Summer Camp (experimented both at Leicester and Carmarthen), where students of different origins converge in order to practice and improve their English as a Second Language (L2).

 In a globalized world great challenges require globalized means. Learning a foreign language needs multicultural contexts able to activate and brace motivation as the result of new changeable requests. 

 Successful teaching methods are centred on each student thanks to qualified teachers and a passionate staff. Nevertheless the making of a specific project cannot ignore two considerations: 

-	The peculiarity of the context hosting the project; 

-	The importance of motivation as the thrust which evolves with specific needs thanks to its positive feedbacks. 

 Self-centred teaching turned the mean into the goal by creating the illusion that the knowledge of a foreign language was the goal itself. Each language is the mean which requires empathy and identification especially in the age of technology when programmes, codes and cryptograms assert all their appeal to young learners.

 Languages are the living body of our thoughts whose actions are inevitably connected with curiosity, experimentation and sharing. Therefore the following setting becomes essential to the project itself.

 

 

 


​
WELCOME 2015!

 

The project was experimented in 2015 both at Carmarthen and Leicester. Being the former Merlin’s birthplace and the latter Shakespeare’s, the University Campuses offered two excellent specific settings. A peculiar environment helps the students’ suggestive contextualization into something different from what they are used to.

 The suggestion is meant for some details such as the names of the residences, the canteen or the lecture rooms (Albiona, Ade or Argante for the girls dormitories in Carmarthen and Lancelot, Tristan and Percival for the boys', but also Desdemona, Emilia or Ophelia for Leicester’s canteen or meeting points).

 Students from different Countries feel welcome into a dedicated microcosm which  stimulates a big role play and simplifies orienteering and participation. The Campus turns into a special stage which helps socialization.

 

When (during a Summer Camp)

Excepting for the weekends (dedicated to excursions),  a Summer Camp rhythm is basically centred on three basic times:

-	Indoor Lessons,

-	“free time” Activities,

-	Evening Leisure Activities.

 Indoor lessons generally run from Monday to Friday (some exceptions due to the arrivals), last three hours for a total of 15 hours per week. According to the British Council standards they are led by qualified teachers and referred to small groups resulting from a placement test.

Lessons are a good opportunity for cohesion but it is a matter of fact that they are often considered as duty in opposition to fun.

 The so called “free time activities” are generally run by young activity leaders and include sports or project works.

F.T.T.S. is based on the effective connection among these three basic times. Learning and fun ought to match well in a peculiar role play based on games where the language becomes a useful opportunity on the way to victory. Curiosity, sharing, and progressive success help self-confidence and stimulate learning. That’s why free time activities turn into Area Project (which basically allow students to learn things and acquire skills through a good language improving) and the Evening Games (born to reinforce the language thanks to cohesion and social entertainments).
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