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Preface


Carl Czerny was born to a musical family, and was always destined to follow a musical pathway. His father was a pianist, organist, oboist and singer, who encouraged his musical development throughout his early years. His father taught him piano, and he began to compose around the age of seven. At eight, he began studying Beethoven's compositions as a pianist, coached by a violinist of the Court Opera orchestra, Wenzel Krumpholz. At age ten, he played to Beethoven himself, whom he then had lessons with several times a week until around 1802. His musical endeavours had a profound effect however; in his autobiographical sketch entitled ‘Erinnerungen aus meinen Leben', he describes how he lived a very sheltered childhood, isolated from otherchildren.


Czerny began his teaching career at age fifteen. He based his teaching technique on that of Beethoven and Clementi, and was soon teaching up to twelve lessons a day, usually in the homes of nobility. His most famous student was Liszt, who later went on to perform several of Czerny’s works in his repertoire. Whilst teaching, he also found time to compose, writing a large and diverse number of works, up to opus number 861, which he divided into four categories. The first, studies and exercises, is possibly the most well-known, with his exercises still forming a key study aid in the development of finger strength and independence. The second category, easy pieces for students, contained works devised for teaching purposes. The third category, brilliant pieces for concerts, is then separated from the fourth – serious music. Czerny's concert output included hundreds of shorter works for piano, of which ‘Eisenbahn Variationen' is one.
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