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The Story of
the Hard Nut

Perlipat's mother was the wife of a king-that is, a queen; and,
in consequence, Perlipat, the moment she was born, was a princess
by birth. The king was beside himself for joy as he saw his
beautiful little daughter lying in her cradle; he danced about, and
hopped on one leg, and sang out, "Was anything ever so beautiful as
my Perlipatkin?"

And all the ministers, presidents, generals, and staff-officers,
hopped likewise on one leg, and cried out, "No, never!" However,
the real fact is, that it is quite impossible, as long as the world
lasts, that a princess should be born more beautiful than Perlipat.
Her little face looked like a web of the most beautiful lilies and
roses, her eyes were the brightest blue, and her hair was like
curling threads of shining gold.

Besides all this, Perlipat came into the world with two rows of
pearly teeth, with which, two hours after her birth, she bit the
lord chancellor's thumb so hard that he cried out, "O gemini!"

Some say he cried out, "O dear!" but on this subject people's
opinions are very much divided, even to the present day. In short,
Perlipat bit the lord chancellor on the thumb, and all the kingdom
immediately declared that she was the wittiest, sharpest, cleverest
little girl, as well as the most beautiful.

Now, everybody was delighted except the queen-she was anxious
and dispirited, and nobody' knew the reason; everybody was puzzled
to know why she caused Perlipat's cradle to be so strictly guarded.
Besides having guards at the door, two nurses always sat close to
the cradle, and six other nurses sat every night round the room;
and what was most extraordinary, each of these six nurses was
obliged to sit with a great tom-cat in her lap, and keep stroking
him all night, to amuse him, and keep him awake.

Now, my dear little children, it is quite impossible that you
should know why Perlipat's mother took all these precautions; but I
know and will tell you all about it. It happened that, once on a
time a great many excellent kings and agreeable princesses were
assembled at the court of Perlipat's father, and their arrival was
celebrated by all sorts of tournaments, and plays, and balls. The
king, in order to show how rich he was, determined to treat them
with a feast which should astonish them. So he privately sent for
the upper court cook-master, and ordered him to order the upper
court astronomer to fix the time for a general pig-killing, and a
universal sausage-making; then he jumped into his carriage, and
called, himself, on all the kings and queens; but he only asked
them to eat a bit of mutton with him, in order to enjoy their
surprise at the delightful entertainment he had prepared for
them.
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