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  Foreword




  A personal note from the editor…





  “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




  When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




  One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




  This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




  So without further ado, I present to you…
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  “Are you ready to go backstage?”
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  “Who’s the author anyways?”
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  George Raymond Richard Martin is the man of the hour of the epic fantasy genre today, as how TIME magazine hailed him “The American Tolkien.” A native of Bayonne, New Jersey the town seemed small for his idea of fantasy. He put all these dreams of travel and fortune within his stories and sold these for pennies from the neighborhood children. This young dream of giving life to his imagination brought him to the success he has today. He is a fan boy himself of comics and his early love all viands of fantasy like science fiction, he started writing stories for comic magazines and his first professional sale was in 1970 while being a resident writer in his university. His story “The Hero” was sold to Galaxy and published in February 1971. During this tim, he was already taking his degree in Journalism in Evanston, Illinois during his comic collector days, and graduated as summa cum laude. He took his masteral’s degree on the same university in 1971.(3)
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