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Legal Disclaimer

	 

	This book is designed to provide information and motivation to our readers. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged to render any type of psychological, legal, or any other kind of professional advice. The content of each chapter is the sole expression and opinion of its author, and not necessarily that of the publisher. No warranties or guarantees are expressed or implied by the publisher’s choice to include any of the content in this volume. Neither the publisher nor the individual author shall be liable for any physical, psychological, emotional, financial, or commercial damages, including, but not limited to, special, incidental, consequential or other damages. You are responsible for your own choices, actions, and results.

	 


Chapter I: Introduction

	 

	The changing dynamics of the international arena might seem chaotic and complex at first glance but, in fact, they simply always comes down to conflicting interests and who has the upper hand. Nothing related to domestic and foreign affairs is too hard to understand. By and large, the leading powers attempt to cement their positions by aiming to increase the level of centralization, while their adversaries’ goal is to interfere with their plans.

	Foreseeing the most probable upcoming events is relatively easy when you focus on the key parameters and actors. Even during peacetime, for instance, the armed forces have a significant role in internal and external affairs of the state. The ability of a country to defend itself and potentially harm another affects the nature of any of its relationships. Considering the highly competitive environment between the leading world powers, the impact of having a strong military is particularly high when it comes to international relations.

	There is nothing good or bad in geopolitics, there are just those with power and the rest. Ethical standards are always relativistic and subject to shifts depending on the values and culture of the most dominant groups. What is good for some is often bad for others and those who prevail will adjust the perception for what’s right and wrong in the future. Context defines everything! The sole purpose of this book is not to attack or defend regime types or expansionist strategies, but to clarify the reasons and predict the aftermath following any historical moment.

	There will always be conflicts of interest, especially in a polarized world with limited resources. The people in charge are driven by the ‘natural desire’ to improve their current position even if at the expense of someone else. Moreover, there is also no such thing as a ‘level playing field’. Everything is situational: natural disasters, economic crises, plagues, or even having a weakened or strengthened neighbor might change the nature of international relationships or take them in a completely new direction. With a bird’s eye view to history, we see that in diplomacy it is never a question of truth and righteousness, but victory and domination.

	Think about any recent major conflict in the world. Which states are already involved, and which ones are most likely to join? What are the most probable geopolitical alignments of interests? Which among them are the most probable allies and which are likely to gather on the opposing side? What are the means the involved parties are going to use? How related are their actions to other events and are they far from the geographical area we are about to analyze? These are the questions the Diplomacy Blitz methodology is aiming to answer. To figure it out, we have to understand how regimes work and how different countries fit into the global hierarchy model. While doing so, you need to always remember that (de facto) our world has only two possible conditions: stage of ‘global conflict’ where strongest countries are directly confronting each other and the so-called ‘peace’, where regional conflicts are used by the strongest players to outsmart each other by using diplomacy and treachery.
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