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  INTRODUCTION




  




  Working on a cruise ship is one of the most fascinating, exhilarating and liberating experiences you might encounter in your lifetime. Not only will you learn new skills and gain valuable experience in your career, but you will also grow tremendously as an individual and gain friends from around the world.




  My experience while working on one of these floating, luxury resorts was something I would treasure for the rest of my life and the memories there-of I will carry with me till the end of my days.




  




  About the Cruising for a Living Series




  The information contained within the Cruising for a Living Series was written to give you some knowledge of what the Cruise ship industry is like as a spa employee. If you are although considering another position (attendant, housekeeping, accounting, security and the like) some of the information and knowledge might be useful to you.




  




  In Mini Book I you will find information ranging from The Application Process, Interview Preparation, Training and What-to-Pack. This booklet is purely informative; providing valuable links, tips and contact details. (No diary entries are presented within this booklet.)




  




  Mini Books II to IV covers various topics on what to expect on your first day, first week or for the duration of your contract. The information itself is presented in most instances in diary format.




  




  




  




  Kindly Note:




  Names have been changes of those whom I shared my experiences with.




  




  This eBook was written in laymen's terms so that anyone can understand and grasp the content. I had no desire to write a scientific guidebook whereby you could not understand a single concept. The content is thus offered in simple, everyday terms.




  




  Furthermore, will you find that the English used in this eBook differs from standard American- or British English. The reason is: It is none. It is South African English, which might sound different to other forms of English.




  




  





  CHAPTER 1




  THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY




  




  




  FROM AVERAGE TO TRAVELLING FOR FREE




  You’re dreaming of beautiful, romantic islands. Tropical Rainforests. Indigenous tribes. Visiting Paris, Egypt, Mexico, Alaska, the Caribbean Islands or Greece.




  You even smell the incense as you walk through Doha’s Souk, you feel your legs ache as you climb Machu Piccu, or you stand in amazement as you watch the highest waterfall in the world cascade down into the silver-blue depths of a deep river.




  Every known human being during some period in their life has an inner longing to spread their wings and explore the treasures of the world. When we are young and still enthusiastic about this planet we live on, we want to experience what it has to offer.




  It was the same with me. Since I could remember I wanted to explore. See the world through the lens of my own eyes and not the televisions.




  “But how to do this?”




  I had no idea ....




  So it came about that I settled for an average job, with average pay, with a just as average life. And best of all: No exploring.




  There was never the money and no matter how much I saved, it became apparent that I would only be able to visit one of my fantasy paradises once every eight years. "Ouch! No Good."




  So, since the day I realized this, I went in search of jobs in areas that would take me to far away place, and if possible, for free.




  I explored Tour Guide, but in South Africa this career seemed to be limited to a certain area or game-reserves. "No Good!"




  Next was Travel Journalist. Everywhere I applied though, a degree and experience had to be part of the package deal. Since none of those were part of my package, I let it pass.




  Then I tried Travel TV Presenter. Mmmm, very tough if you have a lot of pimples and at age twenty-three still look like a seventeen-year old girl.




  Next on the list was Air Hostess. For this very ‘specialized’ field I realized after three tries, that no airline employs someone with a size twelve butt. Jip, you guessed it: "No good."




  So what did I do?




  I gave up.




  "What!"




  Yes. You heard me. I took a break from trying to reach a dream and unlike the hero Leonidas from Sparta or Huckleberry Finn, I settled for my average job, with average pay and average travel opportunities.
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