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Dedication


We dedicate this book to our Lord Jesus Christ who is mighty to save and deliver His children. It is He who leads us on our Christian journey. We also wish to dedicate this book to Dr. Brian J. Bailey who has been a faithful teacher of the Journey of Israel and its spiritual truths.




Dear Parents,


As parents, you know how precious your children are to you. Children are very precious in God’s sight as well. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14 NKJV).


It is truly our deepest desire to bring the simple truth from God’s Word to children. We believe that what children learn today will be a guiding force in their future. Therefore, children need a strong foundation in God’s Word.


It is the responsibility of parents and godly teachers to teach children God’s ways. How else will they learn to love God’s Word? It is our prayer that once these little ones know who God is, they will choose to love and follow Him with their whole heart.


Psalms 78:5-7 tells us it is our duty to teach children the laws of God. “For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.”


May this book be a blessing to you and your children as you follow God’s pathway of righteousness.


Rebecca J. Blodgett & Denise R. Miller




Introduction


When you read the stories in the Bible, do you ever wonder why you should read them? Are they just nice stories about things that happened a very long time ago? The Holy Bible is the written Word of God, and it was written to help us learn. The Bible tells us “all these things happened to them for examples, and they were written for our admonition” (1 Corinthians 10:11 NKJV).


What is an admonition? An admonition is a warning and something God wants you to learn from. When you read the Bible and the stories from long ago you are supposed to learn lessons from them; it is not just a book of nice stories. You can learn important lessons from the stories about men like Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Joshua. If the people were good, you should try to be like them; but if they were bad, you should try to avoid their mistakes.


The Journey of Israel is an important story from the Bible that is full of examples that you can learn from. The people of Israel were God’s chosen people, and they went on a very long trip from the country of Egypt to a land called Canaan, the land God promised to Abraham and his family. It took them 40 years to get from Egypt to the Promised Land.


Would you like to learn about this important trip that God’s people took so long ago? This book tells about the Journey of Israel, the things they faced, their attitude toward God, and why it took so long for them to reach the Promised Land. Find out why God wants you to learn about a journey His people took thousands of years ago.
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Slaves
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In Egypt


Exodus 1:7-10


Many years had passed since God used Joseph to save the land of Egypt from the famine. Joseph was the great grandson of Abraham. His brothers hated him so much that they sold him as a slave. God used what the brothers did to save the family from a very bad famine. Joseph was such a godly man that even the Pharaoh, the ruler in Egypt, trusted Joseph and made him the second most powerful man in Egypt. Because of Joseph, Jacob and his whole family moved to the land of Egypt so they would have enough food to live.


Do you remember how God had changed Jacob’s name to Israel, which means “Prince with God”? Well, after his family had grown so large, they were called the children of Israel. A new Pharaoh became king over Egypt, and he did not know anything about Joseph or how he had saved the people of Egypt from the great famine.
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This Pharaoh did not like the children of Israel because they had grown into such a large family. There were almost three million people in the family! Pharaoh was very afraid that if they continued to grow and live in the land of Egypt, they would one day become stronger than the Egyptians and take over the country. Since he did not like the idea of them taking over, he decided to make them his slaves.


God saw what Pharaoh was doing. He did not want His people to be slaves in Egypt forever. He had promised Abraham that they would only be in Egypt for four hundred years. “And he said unto Abram [Abraham], know of a surety [guarantee] that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance” (Genesis 15:13-14).


God had a plan to save them and bring them back to the land He had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! God knew they would need a man who could be their leader. He even knew who that man would be and how He would train him to be a good leader.



Slaves in Egypt


Exodus 1:11-22


As slaves, the children of Israel had to build cities and work very hard. Cruel men, called taskmasters, were in charge of the slaves. The taskmasters whipped and beat the Israelites if they thought they did not work hard enough. Life was very hard for them in Egypt!
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However, making them slaves did not stop them from growing and multiplying. The more they grew, the more nervous Pharaoh became. The more nervous he became the harder he made them work. Pharaoh became so afraid of them that he commanded them to kill every son born to the children of Israel! He told the Egyptian women who helped the Hebrew women give birth, to make sure that all of the baby boys were killed.



God’s Leader Born


Exodus 2:1-2


Among the slaves, there was a Hebrew man named Amram who had a wife named Jochebed. They knew that God had a plan for their new baby boy, and they did not want him to die. They decided to hide their little boy in their home for three months. Amram and Jochebed had great faith in God. They knew that God could protect and keep their little baby boy safe. God did have a very special plan for their baby and He would protect him! Their little baby was actually the one God had chosen to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt!
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“And he
increased his
people greatly;

and made them
stronger than
their enemies.”
Psalm 105:24






