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	INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	Most cats come into our life unexpectedly, we suddenly fall in love, there is a special connection. At other times we feel that we want a cat's company and this is where many doubts befall us how and where to find a cat and if it would adapt well to our company, if problems arise and how we will them can solve if we don't know anything about cats.

	 

	 

	If you have never had cats, you may think that it is better to have a baby cat so that it adapts to you, because we think that when we adopt an adult cat, it will have "manias". That is not true. Since you don't have any experience with cats, having a kitten might not be the best idea. Many behavioral problems arise from poor socialization or relationship with the cat in the first few months of life. Playing with your hands with them is more serious than it seems, or not behaving properly when they bite us too. In addition, we often make other mistakes, such as B. scolding or punishing the cat for natural behaviors or also when it somatizes an illness without clear symptoms (urinating outside the litter box,

	 

	 

	It is very important and vital that a cat stays with its family, mother and siblings until it is at least 3 months old.

	 

	 

	If he doesn't have a family, he should be with another young cat that he can play with a lot. From around 1.5 to 3 months old, the kitten goes through one of the most important stages of his life, learning to be a well-balanced cat or, conversely, a cat with social problems and insecurities. About a month and a half later, kittens start playing hand in hand with their siblings or other cats who want to play with them. Learning boundaries, self-control, when to hurt, when to stop, and how to interact with other cats is very important in gaining security and balance. When he's fully grown, he'll easily interact with other cats, with more or less territoriality (it's in his nature, not so much learning), and he'll know how to better adapt to change and stressful situations. The most insecure cats

	 

	 

	With this book we will learn everything related and important when it comes to bringing a kitten into our lives, apply everything we know and need to teach our kitten, applying everything in these pages we will become emotionally and physically healthy cat making him our perfect life partner and most importantly he has our understanding, love and respect.

	 

	The 5 parts that make up this book are briefly described below:

	 

	 

	Part 1:

	Are you thinking of having a cat?

	 

	While it's true that every cat is special and unique, some are more peculiar than others. Many pedigree cats fall into this category, such as B. short-legged Munchkins, the Sphynx (which is hairless) or the Scottish Fold (whose ears are folded over the skull). While most cats offered as pets don't have scrolls, we want you to have enough information about the ones that do so that you know what you might be missing.

	Aside from these breeds, which some would say are rare, there are other things to keep in mind. Some cats are more active than others, some louder and others quieter. When you decide on a type of fur, long or short, among the hundreds of beautiful colors and combinations, you should also think about how this precious fur will look on your carpet or your favorite sweater. You also need to know where to look for a cat - breeders, shelters, pet shops or vets, friends and neighbors - so you have a chance of finding your cat the right one, healthy and social. You can also find wild cat grooming ideas in this part.

	 

	 

	 

	Part 2:

	Definitely, I want a cat in my life

	 

	Once you know what type of cat you're looking for - an adult cat, a neutered cat, or a shorthair cat from a reputable shelter - you need help finding that special cat that will be your pet for the rest of his life. In this part you will find the information that will help you decide on a specific cat. We provide a series of questions to help you choose the best options. Among these possibilities, you can let your heart guide you and choose one or maybe two.

	We also add information on how to start the new relationship off on the right foot by touching on the following topics: how to introduce the new pet to the other family members, whether they are two-legged or four-legged; how to ensure your home is not fraught with health risks for a curious kitten, and how to constructively show your pet where to scratch, sharpen their claws, and relieve themselves. In addition, there are explanations of cat body language so you can understand what your cat is trying to tell you.

	In this section we also offer recommendations for cat accessories, because your cat will thank you for choosing the best for her.

	 

	 

	 

	Part 3:

	How to train and keep your cat healthy and happy

	 

	Caring for your cat involves more than setting out a food bowl. In this part, we provide the latest information on good nutrition and preventative health, everything you need to know to recognize and understand the most common problems, and give you guidelines for choosing a veterinarian that is good for everyone: for your cat and for you.

	We also explain the care and needs of a kitten and devote a few pages to how to make a cat's final years comfortable. And the difficult parting is also part of this chapter.

	 

	 

	 

	Part 4:

	How to live happily with a cat for the rest of your life

	 

	In this section, you'll find recommendations for dealing with the behavior problems that drive pet owners crazy and are often the cause of cats headfirst to shelters. Protect your carpets, your furniture upholstery, the plants in your house and your peace of mind too by following our tips for solving cat problems. And since pet training doesn't have to just focus on problems, we'll also teach you how to get your cat to do a few elementary tricks. You might enjoy them!

	We also cover breeding and why, in most cases, allowing your cat to have one litter is not a good idea.

	More people than you can imagine travel with their cats, and it's not just moving from one city to another (although we cover that too). If you prefer to leave your pet at home when you travel, here are some tips to keep it in good condition while you're away. And you'll also find information on how to exhibit your cat in pet shows, enough to know if it's an activity you can both enjoy.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Part 5:

	Core Rules “The Decalogues”

	 

	From common household hazards to the best things that have ever been said about cats, we're saving the best for last. This information is fun, and reading it with a purring cat on your lap is even better.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	


Part 1

	 

	Are you thinking of having a cat?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	In this part…

	 

	This part explains everything you need to know to choose the most suitable cat for your family. Are you thinking of a purebred cat? We tell you all about it so that you can consider not only the most well-known breeds but also the rarer ones, the different personalities of the cats and even the most suitable kennel. But since most people are not looking for a purebred cat, we have general information for all situations.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter 1

	 

	A new perspective on cats

	 

	 

	In this chapter

	 

	 

	• How to explain the recent popularity of cats

	 

	 

	• Some misconceptions about cats

	 

	 

	• Living between cats and allergies

	 

	 

	• Why cats should live in houses

	 

	We can forget ancient Egypt where the cat was worshiped as a god, because the golden age of these little cats is now. More people are writing and talking about cats today than in any generation before us. Cats are the stars of musicals, the subject of veterinary research, the subject of business reports for the millions of dollars that go into keeping them healthy, clean and happy. People in developed countries, with so much technology and so little time, are beginning to discover what artists and cat lovers have long known: cats aren't a simple version of a dog: they're naturally loving and friendly companions, and rightly so.

	 

	The cat has gone through the process of domestication but is not yet fully civilized. Just as the soft cat paws hide the sharp claws, the graceful body that purrs with pleasure hides the fierce spirit that still lives in every cat. Surely, part of the charm of cats has to do with an old adage: "The cat offers us its company so that we can pet the tiger."

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The body of cats is also a perfect example of grace and symmetry. It perfectly demonstrates how form can be derived from function and has inspired mankind for generations. In Chapter 11 you will learn more about this topic and know when something is wrong with your cat.

	Dogs and horses, cattle, pigs and chickens and even tomatoes and roses have changed a lot in our hands. Cats, on the other hand, don't. Their physical diversity has expanded recently and there are now cats with different colors and types of coat, ears and body, although despite the variations they are still cats with some differences but with a great deal in common. When you think of the tabby-coated African wildcat, which may be the ancestor of our domestic cats, you'll still notice that it looks a lot like the cat purring in your lap.

	The cat chose how it wanted to be tamed, and it chose our company too. And we are just beginning to understand this beautiful gift that we have received.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Humble beginnings: How cats grew in popularity

	 

	 

	As in ancient Egypt, the changes in modern life have led to the cat's heyday. Prehistoric humans identified with dogs' pack sense because they found them useful not only for hunting but also for herding. But the cat wasn't of much use until our ancestors started cultivating and storing their crops. The oldest evidence for domesticated cats is 6,000 years old, as opposed to 12,000 for dogs, but the most reliable evidence for the existence of domestic cats is only 4,000 years old.

	Then the cat was honored for an ability we sometimes wished it had lost over time: hunting. Before cats entered the scene, rats and mice hunted barns. The cats' hunting ability balanced this one-sided struggle, allowing the little African cats to take over the world, carried around like helpful laborers on the grain ships of antiquity. The farmers at that time were more than grateful for his help.

	Although the cat is still dedicated to its ancient trade of hunting rats and mice on farms and fields around the world, its most important role today is that of a companion animal. And in this area he also shows great gifts.
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	Figure 1-1: Although the cat has been tamed, it does not lose its wild spirit

	 

	 

	As important as the cat's hunting skills were to our ancestors, most today don't appreciate the sight of a half-eaten mouse. In Chapter 19 we will address a popular myth about cats and hunting.

	 

	Two aspects have made the cat's current popularity in developed countries inevitable. First, that we live in smaller spaces than at any time in history: apartments, communities, and houses on reduced land. Although this is not an obstacle to keeping dogs at home, many prefer to have a cat that lives at home. Cats can easily share the same environment as humans, living in city apartments or country farms, in colder or warmer climates, in small houses or villas. Cats are very adaptable and can control loneliness much better than dogs.

	The second aspect that has changed is that most of them have little money and time to devote to a pet, but at the same time we have a greater need for companionship. As children, we need someone to listen to us. As teenagers and adults, we postpone the decision to start a family, or we choose not to start one. In middle age, the demands of family and work eat us up. And the years of old age may be more active than previous generations, but also lonely because our children may live far away.

	The cat that listens to us without judgment and offers us its loving company makes a difference for many and represents a modest investment of time and money. That's why he found his niche with us and he's here to stay.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Some misconceptions about cats

	 

	 

	Although the popularity of cats is in full swing, there are many people who still have misconceptions about them. Many of these people might like having a cat, but first they would have to decide to open their minds and hearts.

	Most ideas about what cats aren't come from comparisons to dogs, and of course that's not the right way of looking at it. Other misconceptions apply to semi-feral cats living outdoors. A cat that has been well socialized from birth and has a bond with humans is a different animal altogether.

	Also, remember that what is a deficiency for some may be a virtue for others. Not everyone finds the jumping love of a clingy dog comfortable.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	For more information on myths about cats, see Chapter 19. Now let's put things into perspective and call them by their proper name.

	 

	 

	 

	"Cats are cold and distant"

	 

	Of course, cats choose their times and accept human companionship on their own terms.
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	Figure 1-2: Laundry fresh out of the dryer is a paradise for many cats

	 

	 

	Although some critics of cats claim that these animals are only interested in the food their owners give them, anyone who has owned a cat knows this is not true. They are also interested in warmth: lap, bed and some devices with comfortable surfaces are a wonderful place for long naps, which is a cat's main occupation.
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	Figure 1-3: Although cats sometimes seem aloof, they do seek company

	 

	 

	But that's not all. Cats consider the people around them part of the family and show it in a variety of ways. If they give you one of their prey, they feed you. If they massage you with their paws while purring, they are treating you like they once treated their mother cat. When playing with you, they act like littermates or cat companions. If they kiss you, make no mistake, the subject is serious.

	Of course, cats need their moments of contemplation just like we do. A cat needs time to think, to think about how much she loves you or how tasty that mouse might be. And anyone who has lived with a cat can attest to the sincerity and consistency of the affection they show.

	Cat-dislikers often complain that cats like to rest on the laps of cat-dislikers, even though many would happily allow them to. This behavior is usually cited as an example of the independent and vicious nature of these small animals. The truth is that other aspects come into play: cats feel threatened by a direct gaze and avoid strangers who take these liberties. In a room full of cat friends, if there's a single person who hates them, it may be the one who doesn't look at a cat with a welcoming gesture, and it will be the one who gets the cat's attention.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	"Cats are attached to places, not people"

	 

	There are many well-documented stories of cats traveling hundreds or even thousands of miles to return to their old homes after a move. This incredible behavior has led many to say that cats attach to places and not people. The same belief leads to the sad fact that many people leave their cats behind when they move house in hopes that the new owners will take them in.

	Most abandoned cats join the pitiful ranks of feral cats (animals that return to a semi-feral state) or end up in shelters where they are euthanized.

	It is true that cats are very territorial and will mark their property. They even mark their owners with their scent when they rub their legs, hands, or face. This territorial behavior doesn't mean they prefer locations over people, but it does suggest that they have a hard time socializing with loved ones in a new home and may attempt to seek them out in the old home.

	The cat needs its masters in the new house just as much as in the previous one, but you need to give it time to adjust.

	Moving a cat to a new home takes planning, patience, and care. See Chapter 18 for more information on how the move works for both of you.

	 

	 

	 

	"Cats take care of themselves"

	 

	Nobody can deny that keeping a cat is relatively easy. But anyone who adopts a cat and thinks it's like buying a plant, only hairier, will be surprised. Cats seek and need attention and affection. They also need routine care and prevention for a whole host of common diseases. behavioral problems, such as B. not using the litter box, are more common than many people realize. To take good care of your cat, you need a few basic items, a good diet, and a trusted vet to ask questions about when problems arise.

	Although cats need grooming, they are not many compared to those that other pets need. They are appropriate pets for people who work, travel, or simply seek the kind of carefree company that a cat provides. As a pet, the cat will always keep its end of the bargain; The main thing is that you fulfill yours.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Cats are adaptable, flexible, and inexpensive pets, but they have some special needs. You have a responsibility to protect your cat and give it the care and love it deserves. In return, you will have a beautiful and loving companion for many years to come.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Can you have a cat if you have allergies?

	 

	 

	While more and more people appreciate cats, some people stay away from them against their will. This distance is due to one of the main obstacles: the allergies that trigger them. More people are allergic to cats than dogs, and the symptoms of this allergy are worse than those of dogs. For asthmatics, especially children, allergies to cats can be deadly.

	The first thing you need to know about allergies and cats is that they are not caused by hair, but by a substance called Fel D1, which is found in their saliva and gets deposited on cats' skin and fur when they groom themselves. This allergen becomes part of the cat's dander, which are particles of skin, secretions and saliva that the cat spreads everywhere because they are floating in the air.

	The second thing you need to know ties in with the first: Since these allergen-laden skin particles are the root cause of the problem, choosing a cat with little to no hair is pointless, say allergists. However, some breeders of the Sphynx breed, which has no hair, or the Cornish Rex and Devon Rex, which have very little hair, insist otherwise.

	It is currently possible to create hypoallergenic cats through genetic engineering. However, this "innovation" is far from being feasible for every cat owner.

	The reality is that there are many people who manage to live with their cats and their allergies, and if you are thinking of following in their footsteps, or are already in such a situation, you should find an allergist who can Doesn't tell you that The first thing you should do is get rid of your pet In certain cases, for some people, that's the only solution. But your cat's job doesn't have to be the starting point for solving your allergy problems.

	 

	Here are a few tips for living with cats and allergies:

	 

	 

	• Don't neglect your other allergies. Working with your allergist to control other allergies can make living with a cat more tolerable. Don't forget that allergies and asthma are serious health issues and should not be taken lightly.

	 

	 

	• Make your room an "allergy-free" zone. We spend more than a third of our life sleeping and therefore it is very important that this time is as peaceful as possible for our body. Keep your room closed and reduce surfaces that can collect dust, avoid carpets and rugs, curtains, stuffed animals and sundry knick-knacks. An air purifier is a good investment, and it's a good idea to keep your air conditioner vents and fans clean. Forget down pillows and down comforters. Use dustproof bedspreads and pillowcases, and fight dust mites by frequently washing sheets and blankets in hot water.

	 

	 

	Do not allow your pets into your room for any reason. Everyone would love to have a purring cat in their bed, but for allergy sufferers it can be a necessary sacrifice.

	 

	 

	• Try to limit exposure to other allergens. Avoid abrasive cleaners, aerosol sprays, tobacco smoke, strong perfumes, and consider wearing a mask when doing housework and gardening, especially if you live in an area that has allergy-causing pollen seasons. Better yet, hire someone else to vacuum, mow the lawn, and clean the litter box. We'll reiterate something we said earlier: by keeping your other allergies under control, you can probably tolerate a cat.

	 

	 

	• Do your best to keep your pets clean and well-groomed. It is best to have a family member who does not suffer from allergies take on these responsibilities. It is important to give the cat regular water baths as this will keep skin flaking down. If the cat needs a proper bath, soap is recommended, but controlling the allergen is not essential as water will do. There are some commercial products that claim to control dandruff and there are those who admit they work. Experiment with them to see if they work for you.

	 

	Bathing the Cat Have we lost our minds by suggesting it? See Chapter 9 for tips on keeping your cat clean without scratching himself.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The usual controversy: indoor cats or cats that go outside?

	 

	 

	As the cat has transformed from a semi-feral hunter to an affectionate companion, not only has the way people interact with these cats changed, but their way of life as well. More and more cats live in the house.

	But although using the litter box has become easier and you don't even have to deal with bad smells anymore, there are people who want nothing to do with these utensils. And when we add to those people those who believe that a cat won't be happy unless it has the opportunity to roam free, we have one side of one of the biggest controversies among cat owners: should cats be kept indoors only? or do they have to be able to go out?

	The issue is so hot that almost all reputable breeders and a growing number of animal shelters and rescue groups will refuse to give away a cat to anyone who does not provide written consent to keep the animal indoors only. With some breeds, this limitation is imperative: the tiny Devon Rex or Sphynx that has no hair would never survive outdoors.

	The truth is that all cats are at risk if you let them out whenever they want.

	 

	With the right diet and preventive care, a house cat can easily live to be 15 to 20 years or more. A cat that is allowed outside is lucky if it lives half as long, although of course there are exceptions. The following list includes a number of factors that can affect cat habitually going outside:

	 

	 

	• Cars: While they can be run over, they are also a hazard when parked. Cats love the warmth of a hot engine and the best they can do is if someone starts the car while the cat is still there.

	 

	 

	• Dogs: There are dogs that chase cats and there are unconscious people who even encourage dogs to attack them.

	 

	 

	• Predators: A well-fed cat is a temptation for wild predators. And it is not necessary to live in a rural area, as it is possible to find these animals in urban areas.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	• Poisons: From frost puddles to rat poison (in bait or even what's left in a dead rat's stomach) going through fertilizers and garden pesticides. A cat that goes outside can ingest or be exposed to a lethal dose of a substance to which an indoor cat would not be exposed. (There are also risks to indoor cats. Learn how to avoid them in Chapters 6 and 21.)

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	•Diseases: Feline leukemia, feline immunodeficiency virus, and feline infectious peritonitis are three of the contagious and almost always fatal diseases your cat can contract from contact with other cats, from fighting, or from mating. Speaking of fights, cats that go outside spend a lot of their time defending their territory, and you will spend a lot of your time taking them to the vet for bites and scratches treated. (See Chapter 12 for more on infectious diseases.)

	 

	 

	• People: There are people who hate cats and will do anything to harm them.

	 

	Some gardeners, for example, feel they have to take it out on themselves because they are destroying flowers and orchards. There is also the threat of those who steal cats to later sell them to research labs, for example. These people pose a serious threat to your pet.

	 

	 

	There are enough accidental and intentional outdoor hazards to justify keeping your cat indoors. It will not be superfluous to also weigh things from the point of view of your responsibility.

	Are you considerate of the neighbors if you allow your cat to eat in their garden just because you don't want a litter box available? What would happen if your cat had feline leukemia and infect other pets? And if you haven't spayed your cat or kitty, don't think that if you allow her to mate, you're partly responsible for the kitten sacrifices that take place every year because we don't know what we're doing with them should do?

	We let you respond to your conscience.

	As to the other question of whether cats can live happily at home for a lifetime, the answer is a resounding yes. Kittens raised at home grow up into cats that don't mind roaming around outside, and with patience it is possible to acclimate adult cats to indoor life. Toys, scratching posts, indoor gardens, and screened patios or balconies can make an indoor cat's life special, as can getting a second cat (or even a dog) to keep her company.

	 

	 

	8 and 22.

	 

	Check out the chapters for more information on how to have a happy house cat
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	Figure 1-4: You need to decide if your cat will live indoors only or if she can come and go as she pleases

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter 2

	limit opportunities

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	In this chapter

	 

	 

	• Choosing between a kitten and an adult cat

	 

	 

	• cat or cat?

	 

	 

	• People with long hair and people with short hair

	 

	 

	• Purebred or pedigree cats

	 

	 

	• Characteristics of each race

	 

	 

	• The common cat that isn't that common

	 

	 

	 

	. . . . . . . . . . . .

	 

	 

	 

	You've already thought of everything: the house you live in, the time you have, and your income. There's a cat in your future, you have no doubt about that, but what kind of cat? Think of your living room: can you imagine a docile Persian cat on the sofa, its gorgeous fur gleaming in the sun streaming through the window? Or do you see an active Abyssinian giving you a fleeting but confident glance from a bookshelf in order to make a perfect leap and land on a table without damaging anything? Or maybe what you're looking at is an ordinary cat, maybe a tricolor, with a temperament between the first two and tail raised in the universal feline greeting: “Hello. I'm here for you to look at me"

	 

	But wait because there are more things to consider! Before imagining your "perfect cat," you need to consider whether a full-grown cat is better suited to the life you lead than a kitten, however adorable the latter may be. And before you decide on the breed, between an ordinary cat and a pedigree cat, you should consider the question of hair: long or short?

	And what about sex? Are women better pets? Or the males?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The decisions you make have long-term consequences. Cats pay the price for a hasty decision, and if you don't believe it, you can check it out at any shelter.

	As serious as the above statement may seem, think about how entertaining it is to choose a companion cat. You'll see tons of fantastic cats, play with adorable kittens, and see the incredible variety of the world's most adaptable and flexible companion, which is growing in popularity.

	Whether you choose a regular or purebred cat, adult or puppy, male or female, longhaired or shorthaired, solid color or multicolored, tabby, spotted or whatever, we want you to feel fascinated by your feline for years. So read on.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	When you decide what type of cat you want, you will surely choose a good place to buy your cat and find the cat you are looking for that fits your lifestyle. In Chapter 3 we will talk about hatcheries, animal shelters, rescue groups and other sources. See Chapter 5 for tips on choosing the right cat, including temperament and health issues. You might even want to give a wild (or feral) cat a shot. See Chapter 4 for more information on these animals.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Cat or kitten... which is the best option?

	 

	 

	When people think of adding a cat to their life, they automatically imagine a kitten.

	 

	Why not? It makes a lot of sense because it's a little ball of fur that will grow in your home and in your heart. However, for some people, an adult cat is a better alternative. Even if you've already decided on a kitten, it's good that you consider the possibility of a full-grown kitten, as you'll find that there are many beautiful pets that are already full-grown and most don't get a second chance to show how perfect they can become.

	 

	Don't rule out any options before weighing all the benefits.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Everyone loves kittens!

	 

	Even people who insist they don't like cats can't help but express their fascination with a kitten. Puppies of all kinds are adorable, but kittens have the upper hand. Maybe it's those inquisitive big eyes that follow your every move closely. Or the big ears and attentive to every sound. Or the playful way they stalk and try to catch anything that moves, whether it's your finger or a treat rolling across the kitchen floor. Or the unkempt fur that the kitten can't lick as well as an adult. A kitten is all that and more.

	What many fail to think about when they fall head over heels in love with a kitten is that such a pet can mean a lot of work and trouble. If Kitty decides to use all seven lives, you may need to visit the vet once or twice a year. You need to spend a lot of time and energy educating your cat so she understands what you expect her to do in the litter box and not climb on the kitchen counter. You'll also need to cat-proof your house or lock your pup in a safe area when you can't keep an eye on him, and spend several months continuously detaching little tiger from the curtains and from the back of the house windows, kids or the back of the sofa, and you have to detach it from your sneakers every time,

	In Chapter 6 you will find recommendations for the first stages of raising your pet.

	 

	A kitten can be a poor choice for families with young children or for someone who is older or has mobility problems due to an illness. Despite their boldness, kittens are very fragile, and small children, not understanding the concept of softness when handling them, can accidentally injure them. Likewise, they don't do well with someone who can't stand firmly on their two feet or can't keep up with a hyperactive kitten.

	Instead, a kitten can be a dream come true for a family with older, responsible children, or a source of entertainment for an active adult. It's important to consider your circumstances and balance the problems and satisfactions that having a kitten can bring.

	 

	Finally, think about the time. An adult cat can have a great time alone in the house while you go to work, sleeping most of the day. A kitten needs more time as it needs training and nurturing to get it out of trouble or avoid it.

	 

	 

	 

	Considerations for the adult cat

	 

	Adult cats have some great advantages and very few disadvantages. The main thing is that they are not as adorable as kittens.

	Kittens always get away with it because their charming clumsiness takes them to a very high level on the adorable scale, but if you suspect you'll soon get tired of being thrown at your feet when you're worried that your Small ones are children who don't pay enough attention or you don't want to worry about what mischief your puppy is going to do at all times of the day and night, an adult cat is the best choice.

	When you adopt an adult cat, you know exactly what you're going to get. The body shape, fur and eye color are already set. She can be calm or active, quiet or loud, affectionate or demanding, but an adult cat has already shaped her personality. These considerations may not be very important in a purebred cat because of the cat's behavior as a puppy and the breeder's knowledge and reputation as to what the adult will be like in terms of body type and temperament. But in an ordinary kitten, these qualities are unknown. If you want to be sure of the type of cat you are dealing with, for example an affectionate pet, choose a cat that has already passed its restless kitty stage.

	The generous affection of adult cats and the ease of caring for them make them the perfect pet for those who would have trouble walking a dog. Study after study confirms the importance of cats in the lives of those who feel isolated by age or disability.

	One of the compelling reasons for adopting an adult cat is that most of these adult cats probably won't get a second chance once they end up at the shelter, no matter how healthy, beautiful, and well-behaved they are. Kittens are so precious it's hard to miss, and many people never bother looking at adult cat cages when visiting animal shelters.

	The potential downside to adopting an adult cat is that you may be acquiring a cat with behavioral issues, such as being overweight. B. Not knowing how to use the litter box. A reputable animal shelter, breeder, or rescue group will not hide health or behavioral problems in the animals they have for adoption. However, you should not forget that many animals end up in shelters because of behavioral problems that can be solved or are ultimately not their fault, such as the cat that keeps finding a dirty litter box and decides to look for another place to relieve itself. .

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Problems with using litter boxes are one of the main reasons cats end up in shelters. It's true that having a cat that refuses to use the litter box is frustrating, but this deficiency can be remedied. Chapter 15 provides information to help you understand why a cat avoids the litter box and tips on how to start a re-education program and fix the problem.

	An adult cat's personality may already be defined, but the same cannot be said for their affection. An adult cat can bond with a human just as strongly as a kitten. We believe that adult cats can appreciate their owners more because they have welcomed them into their homes.

	Most people, including you, will prefer a kitten. But we want to make sure you don't automatically exclude animals that can make wonderful pets. Look between the kittens, but don't forget the cats. End the age prejudice! Adopting an animal that has already defined everything has its advantages, even if it is still young. An adult cat means less money and time.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Cat or cat: which is better?

	 

	 

	You won't get a definitive answer to this question because we don't have one. Males and females make equally good pets, with one very important condition: sterilization.

	A whole cat (in other words, one that is still fully equipped for reproduction) is a pain in the ass, male or female. When the females come into heat, which occurs several times a year and lasts a few weeks, they become escapist artists, attracting raucous suitors from afar. Some believe that the males are even worse sexually: they begin to mark territory with their urine impregnated with pheromones, and this smell is not only unpleasant, but also impossible to get rid of; They also go out to wander and fight.

	Spaying helps eliminate this tendency to mark with urine, but there are other aspects to this behavior. See Chapter 15 for more information on this issue.

	 

	What does it mean to spay a cat? The answer is in Chapter 16.

	 

	 

	Experts, including reputable breeders who keep cats whole for reproduction, agree that spaying a cat, whether male or female, is essential to being a good pet. An important contribution made by participants in cat shows is that neutered animals, even if neutered, can compete in a special category. This is a very progressive aspect of the shows and helps those who want to show their cats but don't want to breed them.

	When cats have been spayed, are males or females better? The answer depends on who you ask. There are those who think men are more sociable; others claim that women are smarter. (We had an argument at this point, after one of us, who wasn't Paul, snorted, "Of course!" We then looked for examples of intelligent men and gregarious women, and the latter group included Paul's cat, PC.)

	Despite Paul's interest in computers, his cat's name has nothing to do with personal computers or political correctness. It is short for prayer cat or cat that prays because it has the habit of sitting on its hind legs and raising its two front legs to ask what it wants and it seems like it is praying. (You can see a photo of PC in this position in the introduction to the book on page 2.)

	Perhaps the main reason why there are people who prefer one gender or the other is that they have always had men or they have always had women and their experiences have been good and they see no reason to change.

	If you are thinking of adopting a purebred kitten, you may not be allowed to choose between males and females. The breeder only offers male dogs, especially if it is a special or new breed. This is either because he keeps the females as part of his breeding population, or because he only shares them with people who are willing to breed the cat according to his recommendations.

	Both males and females make good pets, and we have no reason to sway your opinion one way or the other. If you have a personal preference, go with it. If not, decide on the other points and then select the animal that best fits your criteria, either male or female.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	long and short fur

	 

	 

	One thing should be clear from the outset: Almost all cats shed. The "almost" includes cats that don't have fur, like the Sphynx, which despite its appearance has some down that clings to clothing.

	Cats can have three types of hair. The primary, which is the longest and is also known as the medallion. The undercoat or secondary hair, which is the shortest, finest, and softest. And the intermediate layer, which contains the coarsest and most resistant hairs. Not all cats have all three varieties. The Sphynx cat — also known by the breed name Sphinx — has only undercoat and very little. The Cornish Rex only has an undercoat and middle coat. In the intermediate phase, the hair fibers are usually shorter than those of the main coat (but longer than the undercoat), but when they are the same length, as in the Russian Blue breed, it is called a double coat.

	Are you allergic to cat dander? You may actually be allergic to other things. See Chapter 1 for more information and tips on living with cats and allergies.

	When choosing between cat fur options, you need to consider three things:

	 

	 

	• Aesthetics: There are people who love the grace of shorthair cats, others prefer the flowing softness of longhair cats. The Shorthair cats have a certain tiger air: you can see their muscles when they walk, the hint of their strength and vitality when they sleep. With long hair, the power is a bit more subtle as it is hidden under dense strands of soft skin. Would you rather stroke a short, smooth back of fur or sink your fingers into the fur of a long-haired cat? This preference is the first of your choices.

	 

	 

	• Hair Level: This is where the compromises start to appear. While all cats shed (i.e., shed), the difference between short-haired and long-haired cats can be dramatic, particularly in breeds valued for the volume of their coat, such as the American Shepherd Dog. B. Persians. Are you willing to live with one clothes brush in the bathroom, another in the car's glove compartment, and another in your desk drawer at the office? Would you mind if a friend grabbed one of those gorgeous 4 inch long hairs from your sweater? If you're near the "zero tolerance" end of hair loss, you might be better off opting for a short haired cat. If you hate loose hair, consider an aquarium.

	 

	 

	• Time and money: Long-haired cats need special care. Her hair gets tangled and it is necessary to comb her frequently to avoid tangles. Hairballs that accumulate in the cat's digestive tract while grooming are a constant problem for long-haired breeds and may require medical attention. If your cat's tangles get out of hand, you'll need to take them to the vet for a professional haircut (or shave), and that costs money.

	 

	 

	Long-haired cats present different challenges. Some urine and feces can get stuck to the hair (which is why owners often prefer to keep certain areas very short), and sand or clay pebbles from the litter box can get caught between the strands and paw pads and in distribute throughout the house.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	See Chapter 9 for more grooming information. The Chapter

	 

	8 offers you suggestions on choosing the right material to fill the sandpit, boxes to build and various accessories.

	 

	The cat's coat also has something to do with whether you can let her out or keep her indoors. The sparse down of the Sphinx or Rex offers no protection from the sun or cold. At the other end of the spectrum, among long-haired cats, Maine Coons and Norwegian Forest cats have coats that stand up well to the elements, but the Persian's silky coat needs protection.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Although the length, type and color of the coat are personal preferences, one detail regarding coat color needs to be considered: white cats with blue eyes are very likely to be deaf. Some of these animals have each eye a different color and are only deaf on the side of the blue eye. (You can tell if he's hard of hearing by snapping your fingers or clapping your hands.) While a deaf cat can make a good pet, it's good to know what you're getting when you adopt one.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Is it worth considering adopting a purebred cat?

	 

	 

	All options are worth considering! Despite the fact that pedigree cats make up a small percentage of the total cat population (less than 5% according to some sources), there are people who would never consider owning a cat other than their favorite breed. While the evolution of dog breeds has occurred since they became pets, interest in purebred cats is a relatively recent phenomenon, having awoken in the last century. Perhaps the main reason for this difference is that dogs were needed for different tasks (herding, hunting or guarding), while the cat was already perfectly equipped for the needs of humans. Then as now, no more effective rodent hunter could be found.

	Why disturb this harmony?

	 

	 

	 

	Some people have always valued cats for their beauty and companionship, as well as their hunting abilities. In fact, some of them have worked to preserve and develop cat breeds, which has often caused controversy.

	What are the advantages of a purebred cat? Perhaps the most important is that its owner already knows what to expect: if you buy a purebred kitten from a reputable cattery, you can predict how it will turn out when it is fully grown. Size, body structure, coat color, and activity and meow levels are imprinted on him from conception. Although each individual is unique, rest assured that a Siamese will share many appearance and personality traits with another Siamese and not as many with a Persian. The Siamese is active and talkative while the Persian is calm and quiet. If your taste in cats tends to one of these extremes, getting a pedigree cat is the best way to get what you want.

	 

	Purebred cats also have a greater variety than the common cat. If you prefer a graceful and slender cat, there are breeds that have this physical structure. The same happens with more robust and compact bodies, such as the so-called corpulent cat. Color options are also greater in purebred cats. The typical shade of gray of the Korat and Russian Blue, which is actually a resolution of the gene that produces black, is rarely seen outside of the pedigree cat's environment, as is the silky Havana brown.

	And what about the news factor? Only among pedigree cats can you find small animals with ears folded forward or back, cats with curly hair (or without), cats with short or no tail, short-legged cats, etc. Some of these breeds cause controversy, to say the least, but they also multiply the alternatives when deciding on a particular type.

	As for purebred cats, buyers prefer them big and furry (at least in the United States, according to statistics from the Association of Friends of Cats in that country, which ranks the Persian cat first in the list of preferences). followed by the Maine Coon). In the other top 5 are the Siamese, the Abyssinian and the Exotic (a short haired Persian cat). There are about 50 cat breeds worldwide, some of which have only a few hundred representatives.

	 

	The vast majority of people who want to adopt a cat don't end up choosing a purebred cat. For some, the decision has to do with price and convenience. Purebred cats can be expensive. They can also be difficult to find if you're looking for one of the less popular breeds. Grooming the coat of some breeds can also mean that many limit themselves to admiring their favorite feline from afar.

	Although pedigree cats are generally just as healthy as their common relatives, it's important that you take a few health considerations into account. For example, the Persian is prone to breathing issues, blocked tear ducts, and tearing due to its flat face, which breeders prize so much. Other problems are related to the traits that make certain breeds distinctive: litters from Scottish Fold or Manx cats can have defects in the bone structure. The most well-known breeders are aware of the genetic issues that the breeds they work with tend to suffer from and take care to keep them under control. Anyone considering buying a purebred kitten should have an open mind about any problems the breed of interest may have and about,

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Characteristics by race

	 

	 

	Pedigreed cats are more or less arbitrarily divided into two groups, distinguished by their body structure and the level of activity of the breeds that make them up.

	Those who make up the first group, the so-called Orientals, are characterized by the fact that the cats have long and slender bodies and actively participate in the world around them. They won't be happy unless they oversee dinner or climb the shelves, tease a distracted dog, or make sure they know what each family member is doing. From the point of view of these cats, you cannot do without their help. Cats in this group, which includes Siamese, Bernese, and Abyssinians, are generally considered more intelligent and trainable.

	The other group, the non-oriental type cats, see the world very differently. When you are tall and beautiful, life meets your needs. Why interrupt a good nap to see what's up there on the shelf? Cats in this group, like Persians, Ragdolls, and British Shorthairs, usually fall asleep easily on your lap while you're reading and don't feel the urge to fiddle with the pages as you turn them.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	At first glance, the differences between these breeds appear to be related to their coat, leaving those with a slender body and short hair in the first group and those with long hair and a firm texture in the second group. This assumption might be true were it not for the specimens, which offer even more possibilities in a cat, as is the case with the long-haired animals of the Siamese (Balinese) and Abyssinian (Somali) breeds, and a breed that is almost a short-haired version of the Persians (of the so-called exotics).

	Unlike purebred dogs, which are broadly categorized by ability—hunters, shepherds, etc.—cats aren't as easy to classify. This shouldn't come as a surprise, as every cat is unique, and if you're still not convinced, ask someone about these little cats.

	Since the classification we have made is not sufficient, we present below a series of categories that group the breeds together, and this is as difficult as herding cats. The division isn't perfect, as there are some longhair cats among the larger ones, for example, and some of the more active breeds have other characteristics as well. (In these cases, we mention the breeds twice, once in each category.) The reason we created these categories is because we thought breaking down the almost 50 breeds by their characteristics might make it easier for you to decide which ones kind of cat you want.

	 

	 

	 

	The group of active extroverts

	 

	The Siamese are the prototype of this group. They meddle in everything, they always want to know what you're doing, and they always meow loudly to suggest better ways to do it. These traits are the essence of these cats, some of the easiest to spot due to their well-known spot markings (the dark areas they have at the ends or points of the body). The Siamese breed is so important that its genes have been mixed up in the development of many other breeds such as B. the Himalayan breed (a spotted version of the Persian breed); the Balinese (in short, a long-haired version of the Siamese); the Burmese; the Burmese; Havana; the ocicat; the Oriental Shorthair (a Siamese cat with bold colors and patterns covering the entire body); the shorthaired point (a Siamese cat with a greater variety of point colors) and the Tonkinese. It can be expected that many of these breeds will also be active, such as the Siamese. The Himalayas are an exception.

	A cat does not have to be a Siamese or share the genetic code with this breed to be particularly active. The Abyssinians, with markings reminiscent of a bobcat and a reputation for being one of the most intelligent and quick-witted breeds, have a similar personality, if not as talkative. Other high-energy breeds include the Bombay, Cornish, and Devon Rex (with their curly hair), the Egyptian Mau, the Somali (a long-haired Abyssinian), and the Sphynx (which has no hair).

	 

	 

	While these breeds can be a constant source of fun due to their activity and fearlessness, they can also go to the other extreme. You must be willing to put up with the cat that climbs through the curtains and whose youthful demeanor lingers through the years, for a lifetime. These cats always want to play, no matter the time. They want to be with you all the time but not on top of you because that is something else. Don't expect them to lie quietly on your lap: they have more important things to do.

	People who prefer these breeds do so for one reason: they are fun cats. If you are interested in any of these, equip yourself with toys of all kinds because you will need them.

	 

	 

	 

	A touch of untouched nature

	 

	One of the many things we humans find attractive about cats is that even the most domesticated and affectionate of these companions retain a touch of tiger. Undoubtedly, the tiger stripes remain in many of our pets, reminding us of the bond between the big cats and the little ones; This memory is reinforced when we see our cat walking, running, or jumping. Grace and tremendous strength are the same for big cats and small cats.

	Our cats have accepted being domesticated, but on their own terms, and they always retain a tiny reserve of their wild past.

	The attraction that this wild touch has for us is evident in our interest in developing cat breeds that have some of this characteristic, not so much in the tabby stripes that are so common, but in their spotted and spotted coat, which makes us the Thought-provoking is another big cat: the leopard.

	One of the most controversial breeds is the California Spangled, due to the particular way its creator decided to market the kittens: through Neiman Marcus' Christmas catalog, a very expensive store. Each kitten cost $1,400 and this started the debate as many people felt that selling cats by catalog sent the wrong message: cats are little more than living toys or accessories with the stamp of one decorators .

	As with this controversial breed and most cats, the spotted leopard-like coat does not have wild blood, but is the result of multiple crossbreeding by breeders to produce coats that will make your house cat look similar to their feral cousins. This category includes the ocicat, descended from Siamese and Abyssinians and named for the ocelot it resembles. The Egyptian Mau (mau means "cat" in Egyptian) is another spotted beauty, a gorgeous feline said to resemble the cats in ancient Egyptian art.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	Figure 2-2: The Bengal, Egyptian Mau and Ocicat evoke the beauty of the leopard with their spotted coat

	 

	 

	A completely different cat is the Bengal cat, created by crossing domestic cats and Bengal cats, some Asian wild cats. Fans of this breed claim that the wild traits of their temperament have disappeared over generations by only crossing the friendliest Bengals, while retaining the look of the wildcat from which they descended.

	The temperament of these more 'wild' looking mixes usually falls somewhere in between the active and the calmer, which we'll explore in the next section. They are not as calm and sedentary, but they are not as energetic as other breeds either. For those who have a soft spot for the looks of a leopard, but in a smaller, more manageable and affectionate package, these felines are indicated.

	 

	 

	 

	long haired beauties

	 

	Aside from the Siamese, the Persian is the other cat that almost everyone, cat lover or not, will recognize in the crowd. This breed's incredible coat has fascinated people for centuries. When a company is looking for a cat that evokes glamour, they usually choose a Persian, and not by accident. This cat is without a doubt a glamorous beast.

	 

	There is perhaps no other breed that displays such diversity, with brindle of every color, tortoiseshell, tricolor, every color spectrum imaginable and variations of all kinds. The distinctive markings of the Siamese are also found in the Himalayan, which is seen as the spot-marked Persian at cat shows .

	If you are looking for a natural looking cat with long hair, there are many options. The Turkish Angora and the Wan Lake cat are two ancient long-haired breeds. The Norwegian Forest Cat, Maine Coon and Siberian Cat are breeds that have a certain rustic appeal. And we must not forget the Burmese, the sacred cat of Burma, a breed that resembles the Himalayan but is darker in color at the tips, except for the front legs, which are immaculately white.
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